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“AND WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?”  

By David Pierce, Pastor 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

And with all your soul, 
And with all your strength, 

And with all your mind; 
And your neighbor as yourself.  (Luke 10:27) 

An earthquake in Haiti.  What looks like genocide in Darfur.  Palestinian refugees caught in the middle 
of an ancient conflict still raging.  Increasing numbers of African women and children becoming 
victims of HIV/AIDS-related sicknesses.  Persistent poverty now endured worldwide by over one 
billion individuals.  More than 4,900 people dying each day from waterborne illness; 90% being 
children under the age of five; and yet 884 million people still do not have access to an improved 
drinking water source.   
This brief list of examples, of course, does not even scratch the surface in identifying the oppressive 
situations that are now inflicting great suffering among the uncountable number of our “neighbors.”  
And these are neighbors who are waiting for mercy, much the same as was the man in the story that 
Jesus told.   
“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and 
beat him, and departed, leaving him half dead” (Luke 10:30).   
But then, there is the other side of the coin.  There are so many!  What can I possibly do that will 
make a difference?  There is what is called “compassion fatigue” or a sense of being so overwhelmed 
by the news and the needs that we become desensitized to the trauma surrounding us.  Some tire of 
feeling guilty and/or helpless, given their personal inability to respond in meaningful ways to what 
seems to be consistently bad news.   
And so it is.  Like the priest and the Levite in the story Jesus told…like good, well-meaning, busy 
people trying to do what they believed they were called to do…we also tend to pass by not knowing 
what else to do.  I have a suggestion. 
Do something—not everything.  I will travel to Uganda at the end of February representing our 
congregation, as your pastor in mission.  I can solve neither the poverty in Muko-Subcounty nor the 
orphan problem in Ikamiro Village.  I don’t have the skills or the finances to build a needed community 
building where the village women with HIV/AIDS can come to make baskets in order to afford their 
medicines.  But I can do something.  It will not be enough to cure their suffering… but it will be 
enough to care in their suffering.  I have not the power to remove their pain…but I have the potential 
of standing with them, so that they are not alone. 
Jesus stands with us.  This is what we are called to do for others.  We can all do something.  None of 
us can do everything.  We can all find a way to care. 



 
 

Prayers 
Care through Prayer for our loved ones in the Armed Forces: 
Chaplain Major Timothy S. Moermond, United States Air Force  
Lt. Col. David B. Misner, MD, United States Army  
Paul Bott, National Guard 
First Lt. Mike Dumas, United States Air Force 
David Johnson, National Guard 
Captain Jeffrey VanSickle, United States Army 
Cadet Michael VanSickle, United States Military Academy 
Major Tom Kapla, United States Army 
Sgt. David Buckner, United States Army  
Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Carothers, United States Air Force 
Private Second Class Bryce E. Tunnell, United States Army 
Col. Harry Tunnell, United States Army 
Sergeant Michael Miner, United States Army 
Second Lieutenant Justin Mishler, United States Army 
SPC William S. Milford, United States Army 
Ensign Maggie Holbein, United States Navy 

Sympathy 
Sympathy to Martin Severance and his family in the passing of his aunt, Dorcas Severance, 

December 30, 2009, in Beloit, Kansas. 
Sympathy to Diane and Terry McBride in the passing of Diane’s aunt. 
Sympathy to the family and friends of Candace Reynolds McDonald, December 27, 2009. 
Sympathy to the family and friends of Dorothy “Dotty” Seifert, January 1, 2010. 
Sympathy to Gray and Jane Gorton and family in the passing of Jane’s sister-in-law, Mildred Easton 

on January 8, in Houston, Texas. 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Doris Wenban on the celebration of her 80th birthday, January 15, 2010. 
Congratulations to Neoma Baldwin on the celebration of her 75th birthday, January 30, 2010. 
Congratulations to Linda Baker, Karen Banaszak and Betty Chenoweth who were presented with 

Honorary Life Memberships at the annual meeting of Presbyterian Women on January 13, 2010. 
Congratulations to Ruth Gildart on the celebration of her 87th birthday, December 25, 2009. 
Congratulations to Tsune and Randi Kawakita on the birth of their grandson, Quinton Carl Kawakita, 

December 17, 2009, in Akron, Ohio.  Parents are Danielle and Erick Kawakita.  Quinton Carl joins 
his cousins Olivia Maren and Reid Elian Kawakita, children of Beni and Christopher Kawakita. 

Congratulations to Doris Wenban on the celebration of her 80th birthday, January 15, 2010. 
Congratulations to Neoma Baldwin on the celebration of her 75th birthday, January 30, 2010. 



In the News . . . 
The Holiday Extavaganza at the Midland Center for the Arts, December 19, featured the High School 

Women’s Choir, the Men of Music, the Chorale, and the Camerata Singers.  Serving as vocalists or 
instrumentalist were:  Larry Fiedler, Alan Getzin, Lynne King, Marcelle Herman, Stephanie Spence, 
David King, Guy Lynch, Tawny Nelb, Ginny Donald, Evie Ducker, Diane McBride, Joan Rogers, and 
Cynthia Burt.  Jim Hohmeyer served as Director and Conductor.  The Reverend David Young and 
the Reverend Dr. Nancy Young were featured soloists.  The Youngs were also honored for their 
musical contributions to the Midland music community. 

Marnie Morgan has recently entered into private practice with the opening of Morgan Chiropractic 
Center at 214 Dartmouth Drive, www.morganchiropracticcenter.com. 

The Reverend Dr. Kirk Hudson, Pastor Emeritus, has recently written and published a new book, 
Questions on the Run.  Members and friends interested in obtaining a copy may offer their requests 
through the church office to the attention of Wally Mayton.  Donations of any amount are suggested 
to Hope House in Utica, New York.  A copy will be donated to the Greenhoe Library. 

Jackson Goethe holds a state meet qualifying time earned at the Forest Hill Swimming Invitation in 
Grand Rapids.  Jackson qualifies in the 200 yard freestyle event.  Jackson is the son of Mark and 
Alison Goethe and the grandson of Doris Feagley.  Jackson competes with H. H. Dow High School 
Swim Team.  Carl “Chilly” Smith serves as Assistant Coach. 

Wally Mayton, Associate Pastor, received the 2009 Friendship Award from Big Brothers Big Sisters in 
the Heart of Michigan at its annual meeting.  On completion of twelve years of service on the Board 
with three years service as Board President, he was also named Board Director Emeritus. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters in the Heart of Michigan introduces Juan Lopez to its Teaming Up with 
YOUth staff.  Teaming Up with YOUth is an elementary school-age program in the Midland County 
schools which matches volunteer mentors with children in an after-school on-site experience.  Juan 
provides leadership and programming at Chippewassee, Mills, Pine River, and Bullock Creek 
Schools.  Susan Putnam serves as Executive Director of Big Brothers Big Sisters in the Heart of 
Michigan. 

Kristen Sheppard, daughter of Karen and Jim Sheppard, is serving a student internship with the 
Populations and Community Development Association in Bangkok, Thailand, during the spring 
semester, 2010.  Kristen is a student at Michigan State University.  She is the granddaughter of 
Ruth Milford. 

Scottie Cross also participated in the fall, 2009 training class for Friends in Grief led by the Reverend 
Karen Blatt. 

Ruby Iwamasa will be honored as the 2010 Art Sweetheart by Creative 360 at a Luncheon on 
February 12, 2010.  Dorothy Yates is a past recipient of the distinction Art Sweetheart. 

Midland County Habitat for Humanity has purchased a facility for its offices and its RE-STORE.  The 
new address is 1703 South Saginaw Road in Midland. 



We Welcome You!!! 
Welcome to Memorial! 
The month of February will bring continuing focus on mission and opportunities for worship and 
service.  We begin the month on Sunday, February 7, with welcome to Rick Ufford-Chase, former 
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.  Our invitation to Rick is part of the Violence in the 
Media series sponsored by the Adult Ministry Team of the Session.  We continue with a charge of 
blessing to those volunteers called to ministry in the new Welcoming Ministry of the congregation on 
February 14.  Our Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation will follow our one worship 
service planned for Sunday, February 21.  This is also the date of a Children’s Musical as part of the 
worship service.  The Season of Lent begins with a special worship service on Ash Wednesday, 
February 17.  A Lenten Study series will be offered both on Wednesdays, at noon, and on Thursday 
evenings, at 6:00 p.m., during the Season of Lent.  We also look forward to the beginning of our 
Youth Confirmation Class for 2010 during this month.  We offer prayers for the youth, their families, 
and the volunteer mentors who accompany them on this faith journey.  The Valentine Dinner Dance 
on Saturday evening, February 13, will be another highlight for members and friends! 
 
Other events will be posted not only in this issue of the Grapevine but also in the weekly Great Things 
Are Happening.  We welcome your participation!  Membership in the church is invited.  You may 
record your interest through the Ministry of Friendship in worship on Sunday mornings or speak to a 
pastor or member of staff.  We look forward to greeting you during this winter month. 
 
We welcome you! 

Welcome New Members 
Please record in your church membership directory our newest members.  They are: 
• Alan Getzin, 3606 East Monroe Road 

Midland, Michigan  48642 
989-631-0644; alanget@charter.net 
Alan and Janna Getzin include in their household Katelyn and Kyle Walters.  Alan is active in the 
community as a member of the Board of Directors of the Literacy Council of Midland County where 
he also serves as a volunteer tutor.  He also shares his vocal musical talent generously in 
community groups.  Alan celebrates membership by transfer of letter of membership from a 
neighboring congregation.  Alan enjoys the 9:00 a.m. Sunday worship setting. 

• Patrick Joseph Kirts, Jennifer Kirts (Jenn) 
2105 Brown Street; 
Mount Pleasant, Michigan  48858 
989-775-6181; PJ_Kirts@yahoo.com 
Jenn181979@yahoo.com 
Patrick and Jenn include in their family their son Tate (age one).  Upon accepting the position of 
Director of Young Adult and Youth Ministry, Patrick introduced Memorial to his family and his family 
to us!  Jenn serves on the staff of Chippewa Nature Center as an Environmental Educator.  They 
celebrate membership by transfer of letters of membership from Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Mount Pleasant. 

We welcome these friends to our community of faith! 

Welcome Ministry Update 
Thank you to all of you who attended the two training sessions on Sunday, January 10 and 
Wednesday, January 13.  In case you are interested in serving with this ministry, but were unable to 
attend either training session, please contact Bill Bowen at bowensd@worldnet.att.net or the Rev. 
Catherine Chang at cathyc@mempres.org.  



Call for the Annual Congregational and Corporation Meetings 
The Session and the Trustees of Memorial Presbyterian Church, Midland, 
Michigan, call for the annual meetings of the congregation and corporation to 
be held February 21, 2010, immediately following the 10:45 a.m. service of 
worship in the sanctuary of the church. The purpose of the meetings will be: 

1. To elect six (6) congregation-at-large members, one of whom shall be a 
youth, to the Church Nominating Committee for one-year terms. 

2. To hear reports of the boards and organizations of the church. 
3. To approve any changes in the terms of call for the pastor and associate pastor. 
4. To review the 2010 budget. 
5. To transact any business that may properly come before the congregation and corporation. 

/s/ Susan Hoshaw, Clerk of Session 

Nominees for the Nominating Committee of the Congregation At-Large Positions 
Sue Asher   Dick Pendell 
Victor Chichester  Lou Guenther 
Esther Arnold-Emeott Gwynne Powell 

Music Ministry 
Be sure to mark your calendars for this year's Valentines Dance on Saturday evening, February 13 
from 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.  Sponsored by The Chancel Choir, come enjoy the fellowship and fun 
of great food, great music, and dancing!  See insert. 
Come join a choir! 
Chancel Choir: Thursdays at 7:15 p.m. in the Choir Room, for all adults 
Covenant Ringers:  Mondays at 5:15 p.m. for adult ringers with musical experience 
Bells of Praise:  Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. for beginning adult ringers 
Cherub Choir:  Wednesdays from 4:30 p.m. until 5:30 p.m. for children Kindergarten through fifth 

grade 
Bells of Fire:  a handbell group for sixth through twelfth graders at 4:00 p.m.  "Bells of Fire" is at it 

again, rehearsing for their next offering at the 10:45 worship on February 14.  Two more ringers are 
needed; come to the next rehearsal, today, Sunday, January 24 at 4:00 p.m. 

The Unit:  a Christian rock band for grades six through twelve beginning today, January 17 at 5:00 
p.m. 

Our annual children's musical:  "The Tale of the Three Trees," rehearses each Saturday morning 
from 10:30 a.m. until noon.  All Memorial Presbyterian Church members and friends in grades 
Kindergarten through grade five are invited.  Fun indeed! 

Would you like more information about the current state of our organ?  Contact Guy Lynch, 
Director of Music and the Arts, to arrange a demonstration and inspection tour.  Learn how a pipe 
organ is constructed, how it works, and how difficult it is to play, too! 
The Creative Arts in Worship  We want to expand opportunities for creative people -- visual artists, 
dancers, those with decorating expertise: these are just three of the many different avenues of 
creativity enjoy by members of Memorial Presbyterian Church.  If you have a creative flair, come see 
our Director of Music and the Arts Guy Lynch.  We will find wonderful and creative ways for you to be, 
well, creative! 



Presbyterian Women 
Presbyterian Women Present Honorarium:  Congratulations to Linda Baker, Karen Banaszak and 
Betty Chenoweth who were presented with Honorary Life Memberships at the annual meeting of 
Presbyterian Women on January 13, 2010.  This award is in recognition of their faithful service to 
Presbyterian Women and to Memorial.  A short program “Things We Do,” about jobs women in our 
church do, was presented.  Thanks to all who helped make the luncheon and program enjoyable. 
February Events: 
Coordinating Team Meeting, Wednesday, February 10 at 1:00 p.m. in the Small Dining Room. 
Circle 2 meets on Wednesday, February 10 at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor. 
Circle 3 meets on Wednesday, February 10 at 7:00 p.m. at King’s Daughters in the Activity Room. 
Sewing, Quilting and Sharing Group meets Wednesday, February 24 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 55. 
Thursday Bible Study meets on Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Choir Rehearsal Room 208. 
Knitting, Crocheting and Sharing Group meets on Mondays from 1:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. in room 

58. 
“Blankets and Tools of Hope” Offering taken on Sunday, February 21. 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Women United 
World Day of Prayer 2010 

Let everything that has breath praise God, study of Cameroon, Africa 
Where:  Seventh Day Adventist Church 
When:  Friday morning, March 5, 2010 

Watch for the Great Things are Happening for more details. 



Adult Ministry 
New Class Beginning . . . 

Presbyterian 101:  Senior Pastor Reverend Dr. David Pierce will lead this “parallel” course for all 
parents and interested learners, as you explore the same topics as the confirmation class.  Learn the 
basics of faith and what it means to be members of the Presbyterian Church.  This class will take 
place in the Small Dining Room from 1:00 p.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
Sundays, February 14; March 7, 14, 21; April 11, 18, and 25 

• Fellowship Time 12 Noon until 1:00 p.m. bring your own lunch 
• Class from 1:00 p.m. until 2:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Calling all confirmands and parents of confirmands: here is the schedule for confirmation class:  
Please contact Patrick Kirts at patrickk@mempres.org, the Reverend Catherine Chang at 
cathyc@mempres.org or call the church office if you have any questions. 

Sunday February 14  
• Fellowship Time 12 Noon until 1:00 p.m. bring your own lunch 
• Class from 1:00 p.m. until 2:00 p.m. 

Sunday, February 21 Annual Meeting 
• Sit together at the 10:45 a.m. service, meet in the narthex 

Sunday, February 28  
• Sit together at the 10:45 a.m. service 
• Fellowship Time 12 Noon until 1:00 p.m. 
• Class from 12 Noon until 2:00 p.m. lunch provided 

Sundays, March 7, 14, 21; April 11, 18, 25 and May 16 
• Fellowship Time 12 Noon until 1:00 p.m. bring your own lunch 
• Class 1:00 p.m. until 2:00 p.m. 

Friday, April 9 – Saturday, April 10 
• Retreat (time and location to be set) 

Wednesday, May 26 
• Meet with Session 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, June 6 
• Confirmation Sunday 



50 Year 
Members 

of  
Memorial  

Presbyterian Church 
2009 

 
 
 

Congratulations to the following persons who became 50 year members of Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in 2009. 

Member Name  Anniversary Date 
      of Membership 
H. O. Smith   March 26, 2009 
Erica Smith   March 26, 2009 
Kay Furst   March 26, 2009 
Charles Thrune  March 26, 2009 
Richard Bartunek  June 28, 2009 
Jeanne Bartunek  June 28, 2009 
Doris Engwis   June 28, 2009 
Robert Ioset   December 13, 2009 
Donna Ioset   December 13, 2009 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Lent and Holy Week: 
Ash Wednesday Service – February 17 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
Lenten Series: 

Tuesdays, February 23, March 9, 16 and 23; Please note: No series on March 2 
6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
Wednesdays, February 24, March 10, 17 and 24; Please note: No series on March 3 
11:30 a.m. Brown Bag Lunch 
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Lenten Series 

Palm Sunday, March 28 
Maundy Thursday, April 1 Service at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
Good Friday, April 2 at Noon at the First United Methodist Church, Larkin Street 
Easter Sunday 

April 4 Worship Services at 9:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
Easter Egg Hunt at 10:15 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 



Membership Committee 
How would you like to find out more about Memorial Presbyterian Church?  More about the physical 
layout of the church and some facts that you may not know?  Membership Committee is starting 
guided tours of the church starting Sunday, February 21 at 12:00 noon.  Anyone interested in a short 
but informative tour should meet in the Allen Street lobby where Ivan Wood will lead the way to areas 
of the church you have never seen.  Tours will probably take between 30 and 45 minutes.  Bring your 
walking shoes, sense of adventure and join us.  We will “show” you a great time. 

Greenhoe Library 
Your Library Board puts in many volunteer hours and many of you don’t even know who they are.  
Our librarian is Marjorie Pochert.  She answers all of our questions and keeps our records straight 
and makes sure the books are labeled properly.  Vicky Bowes does our computer work of 
accessioning books.  A big job but Vicky gets it done.  Beth Schmidt takes care of the Rainbow 
Library, checking in books, doing the bulletin board and keeping everything in order with the help of 
Betty Nixon who also keeps our scrapbook up to date.  Lynn Gibbs makes the book plates for 
memorial books as well as putting the pockets in the books and putting the covers on when needed. 
She also does the bulletin board outside of the Greenhoe Library.  Joanne Clever is our able 
secretary as well as helps with the books that are accessioned.  George Quayle keeps our financial 
records and buys all of our supplies.  Betty Currin checks in books, keeps the carts in the hall current 
and helps wherever needed.  As chairman, I am grateful for all of their help and dedication to the 
libraries.  It makes my job of directing activities so much easier knowing they all have a job to do and 
do it well.  Their suggestions at Board meetings are always a help.     Jan Lanigan 

 

 
 
 
 

Eastside Soup Kitchen 
Mark you Calendar with these dates: 

On the third Wednesday of each month we leave the church parking lot at 8:45 a.m. for the Eastside 
Soup Kitchen in Saginaw.  We return at approximately 1:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 17 - 8:45 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 17 - 8:45 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 21 - 8:45 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 19 - 8:45 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 



Tools and Blanket Sunday 
Our congregation through Presbyterian Women is participating in the Church World 
Service Tools and Blanket Program again this year, with an offering on Sunday, 
February 21, 2010.  This is a special mission opportunity that can involve us all.  
Some 8000 congregations and groups across the United States hold Tools and 
Blanket offerings that provide resources to help people in some 80 nations, including 
the United States. 

This program provides tools that help make a difference in the lives of children and families, whether 
they are faced with an emergency or struggling to feed themselves.  Gifts to Tools and Blankets also 
provide blankets and tents and other emergency shelter items in the wake of disaster.  Refugees 
returning home are helped with tools and seeds to replant fields.  Those living in drought-plagued 
areas are helped to dig wells for drinking water and for irrigation. 
Special envelopes will be available in the pews and other areas of the church in early February and 
the offering will be taken on February 21.  With this program, a little goes a long, long way.  Please 
pick up an envelope and be a part of bringing hope to those who have little hope.  Checks can be 
written to Presbyterian Women. 

Two-Coins-A-Meal Collection 
Sunday, February 7 

Each month our congregation collects funds for the "Two-Coins-A-Meal" program.  This collection, 
which began over 20 years ago, provides funds for a hot meal program of Presbyterian churches in 
Costa Rica for hungry children in the church communities, for our H.E.L.P. food pantry, and for our 
national church's hunger program.  In February, the collection will be on Sunday, February 7.  Please 
bring coins and bills and place them in the basket as you enter for worship on that Sunday.  The 
hungry thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mazen Alsaqa 
The government resettlement benefits expired last October for the Alsaqa family, who are resettling in 
Michigan from Mosul, Iraq.  Their home in Birmingham is being provided by Detroit-area relatives. 
Mazen learned in early January that his part-time teaching assistant position will continue in 2010 at 
Oakland Community College.  Since the income from that position is insufficient to sustain the family, 
Memorial Presbyterian Church is providing critical funds for the family each month. 
Mazen now expects to take his first national medical board examination in early February.  Two more 
exams must be completed before he can be licensed as a medical doctor in Michigan, which is now 
anticipated in late 2010.  A longer process for Maha, his elder sister, is required for her to be licensed 
as a veterinarian.  The family again gives thanks for the continuing spiritual and financial support 
given by our congregation. 



Violence in the Media 
Continues in February 

The Peace Fellowship, in conjunction with the Adult Ministry Team and the Christian Education 
Council, will present two interactive workshops conducted by Mr. Rick Ufford-Chase, Moderator of the 
General Assembly, 2004 – 2006, Executive Director of the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship, and co-
director of Stony Point Center in New York. 

 Friday, February 5, 5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., Mr. Ufford-Chase will join the Friday night Voyagers, 
Family Fellowship and all other interested Memorial Presbyterian Church member and friends for 
a potluck supper.  He will address the gathering on the subject of violence in the media following 
supper.  Please notify the church office, 835-6759, if you plan on attending this event.   

 Saturday, February 6, 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon, Mr. Ufford-Chase will lead a workshop, “Bread on 
the Waters:  Creating a Relevant Peace Witness for our Time.”  This session will conclude with a 
“simple meal.”   

 Saturday, February 6, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m., Mr. Ufford-Chase will present an interactive 
workshop for youth and young adults.  This session will conclude with a pizza supper. 

Both Saturday sessions are open to the public.  Please make reservations for either or both of these 
sessions by calling the church office, 835-6759. 

 Sunday, February 21, 5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m., two concurrent sessions are scheduled.  One 
session for teenagers will be facilitated by Ric Shahin, social studies teacher at Dow High and will 
deal with media violence as it affects teen behavior.  Concurrently, Barbara Handley-Miller, 
Associate Professor of Communication at Delta College and former TV5 News Anchor, will 
facilitate a session for parents of teenagers dealing with parent – teen communication. 

This evening will begin with a meal 5:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. followed by concurrent sessions 6:00 
p.m. until 7:30 p.m.  These sessions are all open to the public.  For planning purposes, please call 
your reservations to the church office at 835-6759. 

 
 

Friday Night Voyagers 
Friday Night Voyagers will meet on February 5 with a program to kick-off Peacemaking weekend.  Mr. 
Rick Ufford-Chase, former Moderator of the General Assembly PC(USA), will join Voyagers, Family 
Fellowship and others for a 6:00 p.m. potluck dinner in Fellowship Hall which begins at 5:30 p.m. with 
punch and hors d'ouvres.  Members of the congregation and community friends are cordially invited 
to attend, bring your own tableware and a dish to pass for the 6:00 p.m. meal.  The weekend keynote 
talk by Mr. Chase is titled "Troubled Waters: Faithfulness in a Time of Fear" (based on Luke 6) and 
will explore violence in the media, gun violence and the war on terror and these challenges to the 
Church of Jesus Christ.  Reservations are requested; please contact Charlotte Maxson, 832-8736, no 
later than Monday, February 1 to indicate that you will be coming and what dish you can bring to 
share.  
Mr. Ufford-Chase serves as Executive Director of the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship, co-director of 
Stony Point Center in New York and co-founder of the Community of Living traditions, a Muslim, 
Jewish and Christian residential community committed to the study and practice of nonviolence. 
Skippers for this meeting are Charlotte and Jerry Maxson, the committee includes Marge and Tom 
Haskell, Judy McDowell, Sylvia and Bill Bridge, and Jean and Dave Kellom.  Program contact is Betty 
Chenoweth. Voyagers is a fellowship of couples and singles which meets each month September 
through May.  All are welcome. 



H.E.L.P. Food Pantry Receives Benefit 
We are grateful for the leadership of Thayre Talcott and Jim Ostler as Co-Directors of the H.E.L.P. 
Food Pantry.  As the Pantry ministry continues, we express appreciation to Ludo Frevel and his 
family.  Ludo provided resources for the establishment of the Ruth Hyde Frevel Memorial Endowment 
Fund.  Its income is directed to the outreach of the H.E.L.P. Food Pantry.  Our thanksgiving increases 
for his vision and its impact in love for our neighbors. 

 

Congregational Family Care 
Thanks You 

Congregational Family Care would like to thank the congregation for donating greeting cards to our 
card ministry.  We have received many lovely cards and our recipients have enjoyed receiving our 
greetings.  Presently we are in need of Special Holiday greeting cards for example, Valentines, 
Easter and Thanksgiving.  We have a very good supply of Christmas greetings.  We have a basket in 
the resource room where you can put your donations.  Again thank you again for your generosity. 
Carol Macartney and Cynthia McMahan 
Co-chairs of the Congregational Care Card Ministry. 

Peanut Butter Project Expands 
Memorial Presbyterian Church through the Session and the Board of Deacons sustained a 
community effort in mission.  The Peanut Butter Project raised significant monies in support of the 
mission initiative of Dr. Mark Manary.  Dr. Manary established the mission of providing nutrition to 
children through the production of peanut based food.  Most recently his project has become 
integrated into the Global Harvest Alliance.  The humanitarian effort of combating malnutrition enjoys 
now the resources of St. Louis Children’s Hospital where Dr. Manary serves as an Emergency Room 
Physician; the Donald Danforth Plant Science Center; and the Washington University School of 
Medicine.  The Danforth Plant Science Center receives funds from the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation. The Center continues its research with cassava, a root vegetable and source of food for 
tropical countries.  Dr. Manary is a partner with the Center in building a network of native nutritionists 
in communities in Africa.  He continues to receive recognition for his original therapeutic feeding 
formula (RUTF) as well as his leadership in continuing child nutrition research.  Mark Manary is the 
son of Gloria Manary.  We thank the many members of the congregation and friends who captured 
his vision to end global hunger. 

 

Grant Extends Spiritual Care 
The Spiritual Care Ministry at MidMichigan Medical Center – Midland, is implemented through the 
services of Pastor Roger Stauffer and the Reverend Karl Shimada.  In the current renovation, plans 
include a new Spiritual Care Center.  With recommendation by the Advance Concepts Committee, 
the Session provided a grant to MidMichigan Medical Center – Midland designated to the new 
Spiritual Care Center.  The gift will be used for the design and construction of the stained glass 
entrance to the Spiritual Care Center from the new Lobby and Reception Area.  The completion of the 
building project is scheduled for 2012.  The gift is provided through the Advance Concepts Fund, a 
restricted fund administered by the Session. 



Outreach Report 
We had another successful season this year considering the downturn in the economy.  There were 
600 tags on the trees at Memorial Presbyterian Church and we distributed 403 gifts to the Voluntary 
Action Center, a decrease of 38 gifts this year.  There were 14,690 county wide requests this year.  
There were 3,750 personal requests (green tags) and they were filled. 
Each Christmas this project gets larger! We start preparing in October and the trees are up in 
November.  It’s wonderful to see people taking tags off the trees to help those in need.  This is truly a 
Christian Out-Reach effort in action. 
I feel blessed to be part of this project and experience the wonderful feeling of Christian spirit.  It 
warms my heart each year to see the overflowing of generosity. 
Pam Sackett, Sharing Tree Coordinator 

Happy Diners News 
Are you looking for something new to do?  Are you 60 and over?  Come on and visit Happy Diners.  They meet 
in our church building on Monday through Friday in the Assembly Room (near Reardon Street) and are open 
from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
Line Dancing, Card Games, Scrabble, Wii Bowling and other social activities are some of the events that 
happen at Happy Diners Senior Center.  Please see the Happy Diners bulletin board for all the activities. 
Reservation Policy:  Reservations are required for meals and are made by calling 835-6891.  There is an 
answering machine available so you may call at anytime to make a reservation.  In case of bad weather, listen 
to radio station WMPX 1490 AM, WMRX 97.7 FM, or TV stations WNEM TV-5 (Cable Ch. 7), WJRT TV-12 
(Cable Ch. 11), or WEYI TV-25 (Cable Ch. 4). 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


