
Psalm 111 
Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the company of the 
upright, in the congregation.  Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in 
them.  Full of honor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever.  He has 
gained renown by his wonderful deeds; the Lord is gracious and merciful.  He provides food 
for those who fear him; he is ever mindful of his covenant.  He has shown his people the 
power of his works, in giving them the heritage of the nations.  The works of his hands are 
faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy.  They are established forever and ever, to be 
performed with faithfulness and uprightness.  He sent redemption to his people; he has 
commanded his covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his name.  The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding. His praise endures 
forever. 

Deuteronomy 18:15-22 
The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you 
shall heed such a prophet.  This is what you requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the 
day of the assembly when you said: "If I hear the voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever 
again see this great fire, I will die."  Then the Lord replied to me: "They are right in what they 
have said.  I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put 
my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command.  
Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will 
hold accountable.  But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to 
speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet 
shall die."  You may say to yourself, "How can we recognize a word that the Lord has not 
spoken?"  If a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord but the thing does not take place or 
prove true, it is a word that the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it 
presumptuously; do not be frightened by it. 

Mark 2:1-14 
When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home.  So 
many gathered around that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the door; 
and he was speaking the word to them.  Then some people came, bringing to him a paralyzed 
man, carried by four of them.  And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the 
crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through it, they let down the 
mat on which the paralytic lay.  When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Son, your 
sins are forgiven."  Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 
"Why does this fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?"  At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these questions among 
themselves; and he said to them, "Why do you raise such questions in your hearts?  Which is 
easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat 
and walk’?  But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins"—he said to the paralytic— "I say to you, stand up, take your mat and go to your home."  
And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and went out before all of them; so that they 
were all amazed and glorified God, saying, "We have never seen anything like this!"  Jesus 
went out again beside the sea; the whole crowd gathered around him, and he taught them.  As 
he was walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, 
"Follow me." And he got up and followed him. 
 


