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UPCOMING MPC EVENTS
One Service Sunday 
Blessing of Backpacks 
September 9 at 10:45 a.m. 

Fall Festival 
September 9 at 12:00 p.m.

Sacraments Class 
September 23 & 30 from 12:00-1:30 p.m.

Booked for Our Spiritual Journey Book Club 
September 11 from 4:00-5:30 p.m. 
October 9 from 4:00-5:30 p.m. 
December 1 from 4:00-5:30 p.m.

PW Horizons Bible Study 
September 19 from 9:30-11:00 a.m. 
October 17 from 9:30-11:00 a.m. 
November 21 from 9:30-11:00 a.m. 
December 19 from 9:30-11:00 a.m. 

Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
September 22 at 9:00 a.m.

PW Fall Rummage Sale – Ingathering 
September 30 – Ingathering 
October 2-4 – Sale

CROP Walk 
October 7 from 2:00 p.m.

Moving Up Club 
October 14 from 12:00-3:30 p.m.

Children’s Sunday 
Third-Grader Bible Presentation 
October 21 at 10:45 a.m. 

MPC Chili and Salsa Cook-Off 
October 21 from 12:00 – 2:00 p.m.

Moving Up Club Spring Hill Retreat 
November 2-4

Thankoffering Dinner 
November 6 & 7 from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

Winter Grief Group 
November 7 – January 9

One Service Sunday  
Congregational Meeting 
November 11

Alternative Gifts Fair 
November 18 from 9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Santa Parade Fellowship 
November 17 from 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Moving Up Club 
December 9 from 12:00 – 2:30 p.m.

MPC Blood Drive 
December 2 from 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Blue Light Project Memorial Service 
December 2 from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
December 16 at 10:45 a.m.

Service of Comfort and Hope 
December 16 at 4:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Worship Services 
December 24 at 5:00 and 9:00 p.m. 
Children’s Annual Impromptu Christmas Pageant at 5:00 p.m. 
Joyous Christmas Celebration at 9:00 p.m.

Cookie Fellowship 
December 24 from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
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ILLUMINATION
Thanks for picking up Illumination, a publication of Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Midland, Michigan.

Front Cover: Keeping It Real Fun at the MPC 
Road Rally. Zoe Horning helps man the Park 
Place Homes Lego Station and works with 
Coralee and Roxanne Gleason on building a 
Lego home.
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Thank you to all the wonderful photographers 
that have allowed us to use their photos in 
this issue of Illumination.

A WELCOMING COMMUNITY OF FAITH FOR OVER 150 YEARS
MPC is a Christ-centered community of believers that is part of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. We are a welcoming community of faith for all people: sharing, 
growing in, and living the Good News of Jesus Christ! And we live it out through 
worship, study, fellowship, and service. In everything, we want to point to Christ.

There’s a place for you at MPC! We are in the heart of Midland,Michigan, connecting 
people with their faith and one another. You’ll find that we want all people to feel 
welcome to find a place where they can grow in faith and where their gifts can be 
used in meaningful ways that impact this world. We invite you to join us as we 
share, grow in, and live the Good News!

WORSHIP WITH US
We invite you to join us each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. for our contemporary worship 
service or at 10:45 a.m. for our traditional worship service. We are also excited 
to now offer live streaming and on-demand worship services on our website at 
mempres.org.

CONTACT MPC
Memorial Presbyterian Church 
1310 Ashman Street
Midland, MI 48640

989.835.6759

info@mempres.org

www.mempres.org

MPCmidland

Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Wallace Mayton 
Editor 
Thomas Haskell
Art Direction & Design 
Katie Horning

Editorial Assistants
Joe Blewett 
Nancy Kuper
Stephanie Lewandowski 
Martin Severance
Mara Simanskey Stewart 

EDITORIAL AND PRODUCTION THOUGHTS, COMMENTS, IDEAS?
Contact Illumination at info@mempres.org.

Illumination is published by MPC for all congregation 
members and distributed throughout our Midland 
community.

This is no fake news report. Memorial Presbyterian Church proclaims its commitment to “Keeping It Real… Real 

Ministries... Real Connections... Real People.” In our seasons of uncertainty, what is certain and real is the 

Good News of Jesus Christ. We dedicate our ministries as an offering of the Good News. We express hope, peace, 

joy, and love not only in word but also in action. Our commitment to keeping Christ as the reality of our church life 

translates into generosity and compassion both in giving and in serving. We invite our friends and neighbors into 

this glimpse of what is real within Memorial Presbyterian Church and its ministries. Where the spirit of Christ is 

alive, there is the assurance of what is real for all life circumstances. Explore what is real among us, knowing that 

our faith is real. Recently asked the meaning of the concept of REAL as an acronym, I realized that we are a culture 

accustomed to symbols and representations. In this case, 

however, the concept of REAL is only itself. Our truth – that 

by which we live – is our reality. We seek to communicate our 

reality creatively and effectively in these pages. Thank you 

for reading and enjoying for a moment our motivation as a 

church community. “Keeping It Real” is a welcome sign to all 

of us. We ask you to be a part of this reality. Thank you for 

living as our neighbor. 

The Real News
By Rev. Dr. Wallace Mayton, MPC Associate Pastor
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Over the past few decades, there has been a 
challenge to maintain and grow the membership 
of churches in the United States. This has 
affected congregational attendance, the level of 
participation in adult, youth, and music programs 
and, therefore, the ministry of the church itself. 
While the membership of Memorial Presbyterian 
Church has remained stable compared to other 
churches, it is recognized that there is a need to 
evaluate opportunities for attraction and outreach, 
especially for young people. Memorial Presbyterian 
can plan for projected growth within the church and 
its ministries by expanding opportunities for youth 
and their families.

With this in mind, the Worship and Arts workgroup 
has created the Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Student Scholars Program (MPCSSP), beginning 
in 2018. High school students will be selected by 
the Chancel Choir director to participate in the 
program and will receive $30/week for rehearsing 
and singing with the choir in Sunday worship. The 
intention of the stipend is to further the student’s 
music education. Understanding and agreement 
for this is secured from the student and their 
parents. The Advanced Concepts workgroup 
has provided funding for this program in 2018.
By providing financial compensation to students for 

their time, effort, and abilities, the W&A workgroup 
envisions a multitude of benefits including (but not 
limited to):
• Allowing students an opportunity to experience 

the programs and worship services of MPC.
• Providing financial opportunities for students 

in preparation for college and life management 
skills.

• Creating immediate growth within the 
Chancel Choir and congregation through the 
beneficiary's' attendance (and possibly the 
beneficiary’s family as well).

• Inclusion of scholarship information on student 
college applications and resumes.

Tyler Benoit, Rebecca Henning, and Megan Dastick 
are the first student scholar recipients, beginning 
in Spring of 2018. This Fall we will also have John 
Riley-Herman and Evan Trotter-Wright joining us in 
song. 

Bill Lauderbach, chair of Worship & Arts, says that 
the program can accommodate up to six students. 
"The primary purpose of the program is to bring 
young people into contact with the church", Bill says. 
"From this, they can continue to learn while having 
contact with an experience of spiritual value." 

THE CHARLOTTE B. CURRIE 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
This award is granted to six graduating 
high school seniors within Midland County 
high schools for the purpose of college 
education and the eventual completion 
of a Bachelor’s degree. This scholarship 
is intended to promote leadership and 
productive citizenship by making higher 
education facilities available to young men 
and women of the Midland County area who 
would find it difficult to secure an education 
without this assistance. 
      
Amount: $1,500.00 per year for 4 years
 
THE LAURIE ANN KARPIUK-
DICKERSON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
This award is granted annually and is a one-
time award to a graduating senior from H.H. 
Dow High School for the purpose of college 
education and the eventual completion of 
a Bachelor’s degree. The criteria for this 
award includes academic merit, financial 
need, service to schools, service to church, 
and service to the community. 
      
Amount: $1,000.00
 
NATIONAL PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
SCHOLARSHIPS
These awards are granted to graduating 
high school seniors within the church for the 
purpose of college education at institutions 
affiliated with the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.

OPERATION FUN ANNIVERSARY 
SCHOLARSHIP, IN MEMORY OF 
MARILYN JOY HOSHAW
This award is granted to a graduating high 
school senior who is a resident of Mills 
Township for the purpose of college education 
and the eventual completion of a Bachelor’s 
degree. Special consideration is given to 
students who are alumni of the Operation 
Fun Day Camp program or its staff.  
      
Amount: $1,000.00
 
THE MARK SHELDON PUTNAM  
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
This award is granted to a youth or young 
adult whose family holds membership in the 
Memorial Presbyterian Church and is attending 
a college or university in the State of Michigan 
whose program would lead to the completion 
of a Bachelor’s degree. The award has the 
ability to be renewed for a second year. 
     
Amount: $2,000.00
 
THE DALE THOMAS DEAN  
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
This award is granted to a graduating high 
school senior within Midland County. The 
purpose of the award is college education. 
The candidate must have received 
acceptance into an accredited academic 
college or university for the succeeding year.

Amount: $1000.00

THE BETH ANN HODGES  
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship is a one-time award, granted 
to a graduating high school senior with plans to 
attend a college or university whose program 
would lead to the eventual completion of a 
Bachelor’s degree. Students graduating from 
H.H. Dow High school or Midland High School 
are eligible. Awarding of the scholarship will 
be based on need, merit and service to the 
community, school, and church. Special 
attention will be given to experience and talent 
in the field of vocal music.
       
Amount: $1,000.00 

THE CYNTHIA CHRISTINE RING  
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
This award is given annually to a graduating 
high school senior who is a member of 
Memorial Presbyterian Church for the 
purpose of college education and the eventual 
completion of a Bachelor’s degree.  
   
Amount: $1,000.00
 
THE WINSTON TRUST  
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
This award is available to graduating seniors, 
who are members of Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, and attending a college or university  
affiliated with the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A. (Alma College, for example).
      
Amount: varies
 

Interested in learning more 
about MPC scholarship 
opportunities? Information 
is available at mempres.org 
or by calling the church at 
989-835-6759.

A LEGACY OF EDUCATION: MPC SCHOLARSHIPS

ENCOURAGING ADULT EDUCATION 
By Tammie Hayhoe

Jean & J. Lawrence Amos Endowed Adult Scholarship Fund was established in 2017. 
Created to meet an alternative need for adults who have been out of school for a while and 
now want to re-establish their education.
 
This scholarship is for a person desiring to return to school to complete a degree, certification 
or a class that improves their marketable skills for employment to support themselves and/
or their family.

The person must be at least 21 years of age, a resident of Midland County for at least one 
year, have a high school diploma or equivalent. The grant is dependent on financial need. 
The scholarship can cover tuition, books, and fees and is renewable.

A SCHOLARS PROGRAM TO SING ABOUT! 
By Martin Severance

AN APP WE CAN GET REAL WITH.
By Hannah Steele

MPC has utilized The MPC City for two great years. The app has brought us closer as a congregation by helping us stay informed, connected, 
and excited about what's going on in our busy church. This fall, we have more exciting news about The MPC City! We will be transitioning from 
The MPC City to Realm, the new-and-improved version of the app! 

Real ministry at your fingertips! Realm puts our most important ministry responsibilities all under one roof. It's one place to perform our 
administration, accounting, and community tasks. It's one place where everyone can sign in. And it's the one place our church can stay 
informed and connected.

Realm offers the same connection you enjoyed about The MPC City, but with some exciting new additions. In Realm, we will utilize online 
giving, and members will be able to track their financial pledges throughout the year. Realm is more user friendly, with more capabilities than 
The MPC City. It also has an improved phone app! 

Joining Realm could not be easier. Each user of The MPC City will receive an invitation to Realm on September 8. Follow the link in your email 
to change your password, and you'll be all set! There's no need to update or recreate your profile; that's already been done in the update! We 
can't wait to see you in The Realm! 

Megan Dastick 
Senior at DHS

John Riley-Herman 
Senior at MHS

Evan Trotter-Wright  
Sophomore at DHS

Tyler Benoit 
Freshmen at SVSU

Rebecca Henning 
Senior at MHS
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THE “PRESENT WORD” 
By Tom Haskell

The “Present Word” is a quarterly Bible study curriculum published 
in partnership with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, the Moravian Church in America 
(North and South), the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and the United 
Church of Christ.
 
Each Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. from September through May, 
we meet to acknowledge that, as Christians, God plays a most 
significant part in each of our lives. We study God’s word as set 
forth in scripture and, through discussion, are invited into a deeper 
understanding of God. Our discussion can take many directions 
and reveal how each of us interprets the scripture lesson for the 
day. No matter how far afield our discussion ranges and how many 
interpretations are expressed, we recognize and acknowledge the 
greatness and goodness of the God we worship and, as we do, our 
faith strengthens. 
 
Our study for the fall 2018 
quarter is titled “God’s World and 
God’s People.” We will examine 
Genesis, the book of beginnings. 
In our study, God is revealed as 
the Creator, Sustainer, Judge, 
and Redeemer who brought all 
things into being. We will look at 
God’s creation of the universe, 
earth, and people. 
 
We welcome new members 
to attend and participate with 
us each Sunday morning at  
9:45 a.m. in the Colonial Room.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
By Doug Wright

The Growing Adults in Faith (GAiF) work group is planning a series 
of Bible studies starting this Fall.

We will study three different texts throughout the year. While the 
specific texts have not been finalized, the first will begin on Sunday, 
September 9 and run weekly through late October. After a break for 
the holidays, the second session starts in early January and ends in 
early March. The final study program will end before Memorial Day. 

We are excited for about 10 different study groups for each text, all 
meeting at different times, yet studying the same material. While 
ideally, participating members would meet with the same group 
every week to build camaraderie, the setup allows for flexibility if 
there is a conflict during a specific lesson. The curriculum of each 
group for each week will be the same, so members can attend 
whichever session best fits their schedules. An “organizer” for each 
group will pick the meeting times and focus the conversation. Being 
an organizer, however, will not require much additional time or effort, 
as resource guides will be available to use during the meetings.

According to Hannah Steele, Director of Congregational Life, the study 
program serves both an individual and a communal purpose. “We 
wanted to provide a program that the entire church worked on together, 
while still strengthening our faith on an individual basis,” said Steele.

The GAiF group is excited to offer this opportunity and hopes to 
see lots of participants! Keep watch for more announcements 
throughout the summer!

For more information, contact Hannah Steele  
(HannahS@mempres.org), Ray Clement (r.clement64@yahoo.com), 
or Doug Wright (doug.wright2014@gmail.com).

CONTEMPORARY 
ISSUES 
By Mary Ann Gilbert

Imagine a group of adults with contrasting 
opinions. This group meets weekly to 
ponder homelessness, racism, poverty, lack 
of respect for the “Star-Spangled Banner,” 
and other controversial topics. Opinions 
obviously vary and often exchanges get a 
little heated. But members of Contemporary 
Issues walk out often arm-in-arm and 
laughing together. Differences aside, our 
class focuses on illuminating the issues from 
different viewpoints.

This adult class meets from 9:00 to 10:00 
a.m. on Sundays in the Parlor, September 
through May. The impetus behind the 
class is the following goal: we need to 
make ourselves aware of others – races, 
ethnicities, economic differences, cultures 
– most of us at MPC are very privileged. 
Our curriculum is varied: “The Wired Word” 
which comes weekly, with stories of interest; 
PCUSA studies; and other materials. 

Come join us this year! We welcome new 
members who want to become a part of 
the class. Or we encourage you to drop 
in for any class meeting and see what we 
are discussing! You could well be part of 
an exhilarating exchange of ideas on a hot-
button issue. And we are all friends!

MPC YOUTH 
By Katie Brinklow

Youth Gathering is MPC’s middle and 
high school youth’s time to come together 
for worship and for bible study on Sunday 
mornings at 10:45 a.m.

Youth Groups are our teens’ time for some 
fun and games, eating together, and building 
relationships with one another and with 
God. Middle School Youth Group meets on 
Sundays from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. and High 
School Youth Group meets Sundays from 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

For more information, contact Katie Brinklow 
at katieb@mempres.org.

GROWING CHILDREN 
IN FAITH 
By Sheryl Hnizda

Moving Up Club is our fellowship and 
service group for fourth and fifth graders. 
We meet once a month to share a meal and 
an activity. A highlight of our time together 
is a weekend retreat at Spring Hill Christian 
Camp in Evart, Michigan.
 
A special group for just the “big kids” in 
our church is so important to their faith 
formation. They are on the cusp of serious 
peer pressure, and this is their opportunity 
to connect with others in a fun, loving 
environment. As they bridge to middle school 
and high school youth groups, they’ll have 
established bonds with others who share 
their values.
 
We believe Thomas P. Johnson’s statement 
that we are to “prepare the child for the path, 
not the path for the child.” These smart kids 
know that life can be unfair, that a free and 
easy life isn’t owed to them because they 
are Christians. Being young Christians with 
a firm foundation enables them to face life’s 
challenges with grace, strength, knowledge, 
and community. And they know they have 
the full support of God, their family, and 
their church family and they are moving up 
through their faith journeys.

For more information, contact Sheryl Hnizda 
at sherylh@mempres.org.

MPC at Montreat, Summer 2018
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STAGES OF FAITH
By: Presleigh Kelley

Her parents knew, even before she was born, that they would pass their faith down to their 
newborn daughter. But as she laid in her mother’s arms that first day, their love for her 
fueled their promise. They saw the importance of teaching her the word of God like never 
before. They both silently swore that when she opened her eyes for the first time, she’d see 
the light of God, and they knew they’d do whatever it takes to make sure of that.

Years passed like seconds, and before long she’d been to church. This was the church 
that her parents had attended for so long. They trusted that it would be the right place for 
their young toddler, and they seemed to be right. Her pure, blind faith was something to 
marvel at. She had quickly accepted God into her life, trusting her parents were telling 
her the truth. Why wouldn’t they? While her parents were joyful of this, a new worry slowly 
crept into their minds over time. She was so young. She had yet to meet the world, and 
everyone knew the world was not the kindest. Would her faith be shaken, or held strong?

Her parents were right, about the world. Its ideas about faith were so much different than 
what she’d ever believed, and the world made it so hard to keep her own. Much time 
had passed since she’d believed without a struggle. Now, that seemed to be an attribute 
that came with faith. The world didn’t accept her for who she was. It judged her. Ripped 
her apart. And she didn’t know how to make it stop. Her own friends weren’t a whole lot 
different- they hadn’t grown up in a Christian household like her, and although they didn’t 
make her feel like nothing, they didn’t save her. She didn’t feel like she could go to her 
own parents, either. They never seemed to be bothered by what the world thought of 
their faith. She was scared-scared to admit out loud what she was going through. Would 
it ever stop? Would she ever regain that pure, unwavering faith she once had?

The answer came right before another chapter in her life began. College. She’d faced 
a lot of scary moments in her life, but this was one of the worst. She’d be leaving her 
entire life behind for a new one she didn’t yet know. Her fears hadn’t disappeared. In 
fact, they were now growing at the thought of meeting more people who may judge her 
for what she believed. But at the same time, in some way even she couldn’t explain, she 
felt closer to God than she had in a long time. She felt safe. He, she knew, would be the 
reason she survived this new world. Faith to her was important, and she knew that as 
long as she had Him, nothing bad would happen to her. As long as God was in her life, 
she would be protected.

She was right. Up until her very last day of college, God never left her side. The hardships 
made her stop and pray to the Lord that He would help her, and He did. And this was how 
she planned to live the rest of her life- close to God, trusting in Him and His plans, loving 
Him, worshiping Him. Living by faith. That was the only way she wanted to live. And, that 
was the way God wanted her to live.

Congratulations
Presleigh Kelley & Ally Wilson

2018 Confirmation Projects
PHOTO ESSAY
By Ally Wilson

I am lucky enough to have grown up in a time 
where diversity and acceptance is rapidly becoming 
the norm. I’ve gone through school with kids of all 
different ethnicities, races, sexualities, and most 
importantly, beliefs. Religion is something that wears 
thousands of different faces and everyone’s journey 
is their own. There are no rules to your relationship 
with God, Gods, or yourself. But one thing many 
spiritual people hold close is the gathering place they 
share with others like them. A church, a synagogue, a 
temple, they are all holy when worship is happening 
inside. These buildings bear the faces of the people 
who frequent them, and simultaneously serve as a 
constant reminder that no matter who we are and 
what we praise, we should treat each other with 
forgiveness and love. My photography is just a blip on 
the radar of religious tolerance. It starts with you and 
your neighbor. 
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THE “PRESENT WORD” 
By Tom Haskell

The “Present Word” is a quarterly Bible study curriculum published 
in partnership with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, the Moravian Church in America 
(North and South), the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and the United 
Church of Christ.
 
Each Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. from September through May, 
we meet to acknowledge that, as Christians, God plays a most 
significant part in each of our lives. We study God’s word as set 
forth in scripture and, through discussion, are invited into a deeper 
understanding of God. Our discussion can take many directions 
and reveal how each of us interprets the scripture lesson for the 
day. No matter how far afield our discussion ranges and how many 
interpretations are expressed, we recognize and acknowledge the 
greatness and goodness of the God we worship and, as we do, our 
faith strengthens. 
 
Our study for the fall 2018 
quarter is titled “God’s World and 
God’s People.” We will examine 
Genesis, the book of beginnings. 
In our study, God is revealed as 
the Creator, Sustainer, Judge, 
and Redeemer who brought all 
things into being. We will look at 
God’s creation of the universe, 
earth, and people. 
 
We welcome new members 
to attend and participate with 
us each Sunday morning at  
9:45 a.m. in the Colonial Room.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
By Doug Wright

The Growing Adults in Faith (GAiF) work group is planning a series 
of Bible studies starting this Fall.

We will study three different texts throughout the year. While the 
specific texts have not been finalized, the first will begin on Sunday, 
September 9 and run weekly through late October. After a break for 
the holidays, the second session starts in early January and ends in 
early March. The final study program will end before Memorial Day. 

We are excited for about 10 different study groups for each text, all 
meeting at different times, yet studying the same material. While 
ideally, participating members would meet with the same group 
every week to build camaraderie, the setup allows for flexibility if 
there is a conflict during a specific lesson. The curriculum of each 
group for each week will be the same, so members can attend 
whichever session best fits their schedules. An “organizer” for each 
group will pick the meeting times and focus the conversation. Being 
an organizer, however, will not require much additional time or effort, 
as resource guides will be available to use during the meetings.

According to Hannah Steele, Director of Congregational Life, the study 
program serves both an individual and a communal purpose. “We 
wanted to provide a program that the entire church worked on together, 
while still strengthening our faith on an individual basis,” said Steele.

The GAiF group is excited to offer this opportunity and hopes to 
see lots of participants! Keep watch for more announcements 
throughout the summer!

For more information, contact Hannah Steele  
(HannahS@mempres.org), Ray Clement (r.clement64@yahoo.com), 
or Doug Wright (doug.wright2014@gmail.com).

CONTEMPORARY 
ISSUES 
By Mary Ann Gilbert

Imagine a group of adults with contrasting 
opinions. This group meets weekly to 
ponder homelessness, racism, poverty, lack 
of respect for the “Star-Spangled Banner,” 
and other controversial topics. Opinions 
obviously vary and often exchanges get a 
little heated. But members of Contemporary 
Issues walk out often arm-in-arm and 
laughing together. Differences aside, our 
class focuses on illuminating the issues from 
different viewpoints.

This adult class meets from 9:00 to 10:00 
a.m. on Sundays in the Parlor, September 
through May. The impetus behind the 
class is the following goal: we need to 
make ourselves aware of others – races, 
ethnicities, economic differences, cultures 
– most of us at MPC are very privileged. 
Our curriculum is varied: “The Wired Word” 
which comes weekly, with stories of interest; 
PCUSA studies; and other materials. 

Come join us this year! We welcome new 
members who want to become a part of 
the class. Or we encourage you to drop 
in for any class meeting and see what we 
are discussing! You could well be part of 
an exhilarating exchange of ideas on a hot-
button issue. And we are all friends!

MPC YOUTH 
By Katie Brinklow

Youth Gathering is MPC’s middle and 
high school youth’s time to come together 
for worship and for bible study on Sunday 
mornings at 10:45 a.m.

Youth Groups are our teens’ time for some 
fun and games, eating together, and building 
relationships with one another and with 
God. Middle School Youth Group meets on 
Sundays from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. and High 
School Youth Group meets Sundays from 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

For more information, contact Katie Brinklow 
at katieb@mempres.org.

GROWING CHILDREN 
IN FAITH 
By Sheryl Hnizda

Moving Up Club is our fellowship and 
service group for fourth and fifth graders. 
We meet once a month to share a meal and 
an activity. A highlight of our time together 
is a weekend retreat at Spring Hill Christian 
Camp in Evart, Michigan.
 
A special group for just the “big kids” in 
our church is so important to their faith 
formation. They are on the cusp of serious 
peer pressure, and this is their opportunity 
to connect with others in a fun, loving 
environment. As they bridge to middle school 
and high school youth groups, they’ll have 
established bonds with others who share 
their values.
 
We believe Thomas P. Johnson’s statement 
that we are to “prepare the child for the path, 
not the path for the child.” These smart kids 
know that life can be unfair, that a free and 
easy life isn’t owed to them because they 
are Christians. Being young Christians with 
a firm foundation enables them to face life’s 
challenges with grace, strength, knowledge, 
and community. And they know they have 
the full support of God, their family, and 
their church family and they are moving up 
through their faith journeys.

For more information, contact Sheryl Hnizda 
at sherylh@mempres.org.

MPC at Montreat, Summer 2018
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SEPTEMBER 9
10:45 A.M.  

WORSHIP 

12:00 P.M.  
PICNIC LUNCH

Join us for an afternoon of fun and 
fellowship as we kick off another great 
season at MPC! Enjoy games, bounce 

houses, face painting, and more!

Imagine the Colonial Room at Memorial Presbyterian Church at 
3:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the month. The room is empty, 
the chairs under the table, the lighting dim. At 4:00 p.m., the room 
transforms into a hive of bustling activity. Adults of various ages 
and professions troop into the room laughing and chatting, even 
giving each other hugs! These are the members of Booked for Our 
Spiritual Journey, a group of adults who enjoy reading nonfiction/
memoirs and relish scintillating discussions. 

Our book group has been in existence for eight years. Started 
originally by the Reverend Cathy Chang as a means for adults to 
delve deep into their interior lives through reading and discussion, the 
group has continued to morph into accommodating books of various 
themes, not always spiritual memoirs per se. For example, we read 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks about a woman important in 
medical science and The End of Your Life Book Club about a son’s 
relationship with his mother, who has a terminal illness.

Originally our discussion group consisted of members of MPC 
exclusively, but in the last two years, we have become ecumenical, 
embracing community members who are interested in books that 
inspire or cause us to reflect on our own spiritual growth. Usually 
we have from 10 to 15 members present. One highlight of this last 
year was a November book discussion that began in a home at  
4:00 p.m., lasted until 5:30 p.m., and then transitioned into a pizza 
party with members’ spouses or guests invited.

Our schedule is to meet September through June for our book 
discussions and then congregate in July to select the books for the next 
program year. We have lots of fun, nibbling on cookies and drinking 
lemonade and, of course, discussing possible book selections.

A huge part of our Booked for Our Spiritual Journey discussion group 
is the deep connection between us. We believe in relationships as 
a positive force in our spiritual lives and often mention our own 
personal struggles and triumphs during our discussions. But we are 
careful to give members their own space, letting the individual be as 
open as desired.

Examples of books that we read this last year include The Book 
of Joy by the Dalai Lama and Desmond Tutu; The Gift of Years: 
Growing Older Gracefully by Joan Chittister: My Grandfather’s 
Blessings by Rachel Naomi Remen: Hurt People Hurt People by 
Sandra D. Wilson. Our discussions prompted us to focus on our own 
spiritual growth and our own relationships to each other and to the 
larger community.

We are always eager for new members. We promise that you will not 
be compelled to discuss or comment if you don’t want to and you will 
not be compelled to reveal any personal details! Call Barbara Barnes 
at (989) 708-1492 for more information. It could be you walking into 
the Colonial Room on September 11 for our next meeting. We would 
welcome you with open arms!

BOOKED FOR OUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY 
By Barbara Barnes

Spiritual
AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
Spiritual

1310 Ashman Street • Midland, MI • www.mempres.org

More than your typical book club, 
it’s an invitation to reflect about your 
faith journey.

Come to one or all of the following discussions:

January 21  Rebecca’s Revival by Jon Sensbach
Facilitator:  Raully Donahue

February 18  Pastrix:  The Cranky, Beautiful Faith 
of a Sinner and Saint by Nadia Bolz-Weber
Facilitator:  Randi Kawakita

March 18 Confessions by Augustine 
Note:  Please read translation by Garry Wills, 
Penguin Classics Deluxe Edition
Facilitator:  Ann Rothman 

**April 10-12:  Festival of Faith and Writing 
at Calvin College**
Come for a day or the whole festival.  
For more info, contact Rev. Cathy Chang.

April 15  The End of Your Life Book Club 
by Will Schwalbe        
Facilitator:  Barbara Barnes Krueger

May 20  Phyllis Wheatley, Complete Writings     
Facilitator:  Randi Kawakita 

Meetings held in Colonial Room from 4:15-5:45 p.m.

For more information, please call 
Barbara Barnes Krueger at 835-1340

J O U R N E Y S

Tables heaped with spicy crawfish, corn, 
and potatoes. Kettles of rich gumbo 
and crispy cornbread, with and without 
jalapeños. Sweet desserts to finish off 
the meal. While the main feature of the 
sixth annual MPC Crawfish Boil was the 
food, the event will long be remembered 
for the way members of MPC and 
our friends from the surrounding 
neighborhoods were drawn together in 
fellowship. 

Several weeks before, representatives 
of the MPC Youth Group and Connecting 
People to People Workgroup traveled 
the streets of the surrounding 
neighborhoods to distribute door 
hangers advertising free crawfish and 
fellowship. As a result, approximately 
half of those people who came to share 
in the feast do not regularly attend 
services at MPC, making this a true 
neighborhood outreach.

Young and old gathered around the 
white tablecloths under the tent, with 
those who had never eaten crawfish 
before learning how to crack open the 
shell and extract the tender white meat. 
For those who were not quite ready 
to sample this traditional Louisiana 
offering, there were hot dogs, as well as 
vegetables, corn bread, and gumbo. 

While the adults visited under the tent, 
the children burned off their energy in 
the bounce house, as well as taking part 
in face painting provided by youth group 
members. Upbeat music entertained 
the crowd throughout the event.

Although the crawfish boil is over for this 
year, there is still one more opportunity 
to taste this southern delicacy—come 
to Fall Festival on September 9 and try 
crawfish etouffee!

6TH ANNUAL CRAWFISH BOIL
By Karen Dastick

14Illumination I mempres.org

WELCOME, MEGAN FARISON!
NEW DIRECTOR OF MUSIC AND ARTS
By Martin Severance

On July 1, Megan Farison started as the new Director of Music and Arts at Memorial 
Presbyterian Church. She represents the latest in a line of music leaders that have 
served the congregation over the years, using their skills and talents to bring glory 
to God in worship through music. It is a vital ministry that is a key to the identity 
of MPC in the Midland community and in the hearts of its members. Since the fall 
of 2017, Megan and husband Dan served as Interim Co-Directors of the Chancel 
Choir. The transition to the permanent director position is the latest step for Megan 
in a life journey of faith, teaching, and family.

Megan has been drawn to teaching since an early age. A native of Flint (“not Swartz 
Creek, not Flushing, but actual Flint”, she proudly says) and a graduate of Kearsley 
High School, she knew as early as the eighth grade that she thrived on helping others 
to learn. Her vision at that time was that she would grow up to be an English teacher.

Music started to play an important role early in her life, and it held a strong connection 
to her family identity. As a young child, she and her mother would travel to churches 
and sing together for the congregations. Megan grew up in the Salvation Army 
Church; her grandfather Earl “Bud” Newtown was a Sergeant Major who led the 
hymn singing in worship. Bud was a strong role model for Megan. Hearing his strong 
tenor voice and seeing the response he elicited from the congregation seemed to 
forge a link between her loves of teaching and music and her faith in God. But mostly 
he provided a demonstration for leading a Christian life. Even after he suffered from 
Alzheimer’s Disease in the last years of his life he remained faithful and steadfast 
in his commitment to prayer and the Word. Bud’s example was pivotal to Megan as 
she continued to grow. Now in high school, she wanted to be a band director. The 
trumpet was her instrument of focus, and she was Drum Major for the marching band 
for three years. She was on her way to formalize her music education in college.

That college was Central Michigan University, and she sought a degree in Music 
Education. With the vision of being a band director still at the forefront, she thought 
she might as well get a minor in Voice as it would broaden her horizons for future 
employment; it was a smart move. Dr. Eric Tucker was her voice instructor and 
through her work with him she started to see vocal music from a new perspective. 
The confidence of performing with your own voice, the passion of expression, 
the poetry of lyrics…singing was an entirely different dynamic than playing an 
instrument. The ultimate merging of the call to teach and the passion for music 
emerged in her sophomore year with a new goal: to become a choir director. She 
got her first taste of directing while still in college, directing the choir at Sanford 
United Methodist Church for four months, and enjoyed the experience.

There was another advantage that came from being in the CMU choir; it’s where 
she met Dan. They started out as friends and served together on the Choir 
Leadership Board. Friendship led to romance, and romance led to marriage. In 
2008, the couple graduated and set out on careers to provide music education. A 
choral music power-couple in the making!

Their first career assignments took them to southwest Michigan. Megan became 
choir director at the middle and high schools in the village of Edwardsburg while 
Dan taught at the middle school in Elkhart, Indiana. By her 3rd year at Edwardsburg, 

Megan’s efforts had grown her choral programs 
considerably. She also worked individually with students 
to unlock their vocal potential. Her studies under Dr. 
Tucker at CMU gave her an understanding of how a 
voice physically works. Megan began to see that this 
knowledge paired with the love for the student could 
enable some powerful transformations. She credits this 
period as key to helping her to understand who she 
is. Megan and Dan attended Hope United Methodist 
Church in Edwardsburg and started a choir there. The 
music skills continued to mix with faith experiences, 
and drove home to both of them that teaching music is 
more than just a “job.” 

The Farison household was also growing. Older son 
Danny arrived in their first year of teaching, and Benny 
came along two years later. They now did their best to 
be great parents and teachers. The boys loved going 
to school and church music rehearsals and events and 
were loved deeply by the students wherever they went.

After five years at Edwardsburg H.S., a change was 
in order. Dan was now the Assistant Choir Director at 
Elkhart Central High School. Megan left her school 
position in order to pursue private voice teaching out 
of their home, teaching 60 students ranging in age 
from 14 to 75 years. She expanded this with the role 
of Primary Female Vocal Instructor at Southwestern 
Michigan College in Dowagiac. The Farisons were 
settling into family life and careers, and happily 
went forward with their first home purchase. Megan 
ultimately took another school position as the Head 
Choir Director at Elkhart Memorial High School in 
Bristol, Indiana. Life was great! 

But one thing great about life is that life is about change. In 
2015, about two years into her stint at Elkhart Memorial 
H.S., Dan came home with some news. Traffic among 
friends on Facebook was reporting that there were to 
be five openings for music directors within Midland 

Public Schools, and Dan suggested that maybe they 
should consider applying for them. Megan’s reaction? 
“Ya gotta be kidding me!” But it was worth taking a 
closer look. By this time, the Farisons were starting to 
feel the “pull” back to mid-Michigan roots, back to home 
to be closer to parents and grandparents. After some 
prayerful reflection, they each applied for the positions.

The outcome was better than they could have imagined 
as both Megan and Dan secured positions within Midland 
Public Schools! Dan became the director at Midland High 
School and Northeast Middle School, while Megan would 
teach at H.H. Dow High School and Jefferson Middle 
School. Time to move again, but for a great reason! 
They poured themselves into their new roles and 
quickly become respected in the Midland community 
for their efforts with children. Life was great! Again!

It was in the middle of this “great” period that she learned 
of another opportunity. A certain church in Midland was 
in need of an interim director for their chancel choir 
while they looked for a permanent director. Both Dan 
and Megan were recommended as candidates by a 
few church and community members. Problem was, 
their plates were pretty full already. Both had prominent, 
important teaching positions and were raising two young 
boys. It was Dan’s idea that maybe both of them could 
do the job, and be interim co-directors of the Chancel 
Choir at Memorial Presbyterian Church. They could split 
the job and make it easier on themselves, and at the 
same time serve at a church once again. It still seemed 
a little daunting to Megan, but she reminded herself that 
“every other church role I’ve had has been very positive.”  
They made the call to MPC.

Very quickly after starting, they knew they made the right 
decision. It did not take long for MPC to feel like home. 
The positive response from the choir and congregation 
was immediate. Megan and Dan brought their energy to 
the choir and it translated to the singing of anthems during 

Sunday worship. Membership in the choir grew, aided in a big way by the addition of 
several current and former students of Megan and Dan who were looking for additional 
ways to sing under their direction. The Farisons learned about Presbyterian worship, 
gradually matched faces with names, and settled into life within the MPC family. 

As 2018 began, Megan’s experience with directing the Chancel Choir caused her 
to take a fresh look at her professional and personal goals. MPC would actively 
search for a permanent director and then at some point they would have to vacate 
the interim position. But was there another option to consider, one that would 
allow her to experience the best part of a life in faith and family, and still attain 
professional fulfillment as teacher and leader of music? She was well aware that 
the growth of both her and Dan’s careers had caused some of the time allotted to 
their two children to suffer, and this weighed on both of them. 

Maybe a long-term commitment to Memorial Presbyterian Church was the answer. 
Meagan had always wanted to be a public school teacher, but after much soul-
searching and prayer she realized that the position at MPC had everything she 
wanted as a music professional and more. The opportunity to teach music to 
caring volunteers who bring joyful noises to worship. The ability to express herself 
with her talent and knowledge as director and performer. And the ability to achieve 
spiritual and personal growth for herself and family as part of a caring community 
of believers in Christ. Megan realized that being the Director of Worship and Arts 
at MPC was exactly what she had been praying for.

Going forward, Megan has a vision for expanding the music activities and impact 
at MPC. Megan will direct the Chancel Choir and the Children’s Choir. For both 
groups the aim is to grow in membership and in the quality of presentation, but it 
is the energizing of the music programs for children and youth that offer the most 
exciting opportunities for MPC. Megan wants to provide the youth with enriching 
experiences that can help them grow into adult leaders. She will also be able 
to continue as a private voice teacher out of MPC. She sees the potential for 
community partnerships of joint concerts and worship experiences, with other 
churches, local schools, and even the Midland Center for the Arts. Through it 
all, Megan wants to effectively serve our church and community with meaningful 
worship experiences through music to help all in their spiritual growth.

MPC is privileged to have the Farison family join our church family, and for Megan to 
assume leadership of the vitally important music program. Her musical knowledge 
and skill, and her love of praising God will enrich our worship life for years to come. 
Welcome, Megan!

Megan directing Elkhart Memorial H.S. Advanced Women’s 
Choir at State Contest (2016)

Megan, left, singing with the Salvation  
Army choir.

Megan was Drum Major of Kearsley High School 
Marching Band from 2000 – 2003.

Megan with her grandparents, Bud and Rita 
Newtown (1999)

Megan, Dan, Danny, and  
Benny Farison
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WELCOME, MEGAN FARISON!
NEW DIRECTOR OF MUSIC AND ARTS
By Martin Severance
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served the congregation over the years, using their skills and talents to bring glory 
to God in worship through music. It is a vital ministry that is a key to the identity 
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Choir. The transition to the permanent director position is the latest step for Megan 
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The confidence of performing with your own voice, the passion of expression, 
the poetry of lyrics…singing was an entirely different dynamic than playing an 
instrument. The ultimate merging of the call to teach and the passion for music 
emerged in her sophomore year with a new goal: to become a choir director. She 
got her first taste of directing while still in college, directing the choir at Sanford 
United Methodist Church for four months, and enjoyed the experience.
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Public Schools, and Dan suggested that maybe they 
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SEPTEMBER 9
10:45 A.M.  

WORSHIP 

12:00 P.M.  
PICNIC LUNCH

Join us for an afternoon of fun and 
fellowship as we kick off another great 
season at MPC! Enjoy games, bounce 

houses, face painting, and more!

Imagine the Colonial Room at Memorial Presbyterian Church at 
3:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the month. The room is empty, 
the chairs under the table, the lighting dim. At 4:00 p.m., the room 
transforms into a hive of bustling activity. Adults of various ages 
and professions troop into the room laughing and chatting, even 
giving each other hugs! These are the members of Booked for Our 
Spiritual Journey, a group of adults who enjoy reading nonfiction/
memoirs and relish scintillating discussions. 

Our book group has been in existence for eight years. Started 
originally by the Reverend Cathy Chang as a means for adults to 
delve deep into their interior lives through reading and discussion, the 
group has continued to morph into accommodating books of various 
themes, not always spiritual memoirs per se. For example, we read 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks about a woman important in 
medical science and The End of Your Life Book Club about a son’s 
relationship with his mother, who has a terminal illness.

Originally our discussion group consisted of members of MPC 
exclusively, but in the last two years, we have become ecumenical, 
embracing community members who are interested in books that 
inspire or cause us to reflect on our own spiritual growth. Usually 
we have from 10 to 15 members present. One highlight of this last 
year was a November book discussion that began in a home at  
4:00 p.m., lasted until 5:30 p.m., and then transitioned into a pizza 
party with members’ spouses or guests invited.

Our schedule is to meet September through June for our book 
discussions and then congregate in July to select the books for the next 
program year. We have lots of fun, nibbling on cookies and drinking 
lemonade and, of course, discussing possible book selections.

A huge part of our Booked for Our Spiritual Journey discussion group 
is the deep connection between us. We believe in relationships as 
a positive force in our spiritual lives and often mention our own 
personal struggles and triumphs during our discussions. But we are 
careful to give members their own space, letting the individual be as 
open as desired.

Examples of books that we read this last year include The Book 
of Joy by the Dalai Lama and Desmond Tutu; The Gift of Years: 
Growing Older Gracefully by Joan Chittister: My Grandfather’s 
Blessings by Rachel Naomi Remen: Hurt People Hurt People by 
Sandra D. Wilson. Our discussions prompted us to focus on our own 
spiritual growth and our own relationships to each other and to the 
larger community.

We are always eager for new members. We promise that you will not 
be compelled to discuss or comment if you don’t want to and you will 
not be compelled to reveal any personal details! Call Barbara Barnes 
at (989) 708-1492 for more information. It could be you walking into 
the Colonial Room on September 11 for our next meeting. We would 
welcome you with open arms!

BOOKED FOR OUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY 
By Barbara Barnes

Spiritual
AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
Spiritual

1310 Ashman Street • Midland, MI • www.mempres.org

More than your typical book club, 
it’s an invitation to reflect about your 
faith journey.

Come to one or all of the following discussions:

January 21  Rebecca’s Revival by Jon Sensbach
Facilitator:  Raully Donahue

February 18  Pastrix:  The Cranky, Beautiful Faith 
of a Sinner and Saint by Nadia Bolz-Weber
Facilitator:  Randi Kawakita

March 18 Confessions by Augustine 
Note:  Please read translation by Garry Wills, 
Penguin Classics Deluxe Edition
Facilitator:  Ann Rothman 

**April 10-12:  Festival of Faith and Writing 
at Calvin College**
Come for a day or the whole festival.  
For more info, contact Rev. Cathy Chang.

April 15  The End of Your Life Book Club 
by Will Schwalbe        
Facilitator:  Barbara Barnes Krueger

May 20  Phyllis Wheatley, Complete Writings     
Facilitator:  Randi Kawakita 

Meetings held in Colonial Room from 4:15-5:45 p.m.

For more information, please call 
Barbara Barnes Krueger at 835-1340

J O U R N E Y S

Tables heaped with spicy crawfish, corn, 
and potatoes. Kettles of rich gumbo 
and crispy cornbread, with and without 
jalapeños. Sweet desserts to finish off 
the meal. While the main feature of the 
sixth annual MPC Crawfish Boil was the 
food, the event will long be remembered 
for the way members of MPC and 
our friends from the surrounding 
neighborhoods were drawn together in 
fellowship. 

Several weeks before, representatives 
of the MPC Youth Group and Connecting 
People to People Workgroup traveled 
the streets of the surrounding 
neighborhoods to distribute door 
hangers advertising free crawfish and 
fellowship. As a result, approximately 
half of those people who came to share 
in the feast do not regularly attend 
services at MPC, making this a true 
neighborhood outreach.

Young and old gathered around the 
white tablecloths under the tent, with 
those who had never eaten crawfish 
before learning how to crack open the 
shell and extract the tender white meat. 
For those who were not quite ready 
to sample this traditional Louisiana 
offering, there were hot dogs, as well as 
vegetables, corn bread, and gumbo. 

While the adults visited under the tent, 
the children burned off their energy in 
the bounce house, as well as taking part 
in face painting provided by youth group 
members. Upbeat music entertained 
the crowd throughout the event.

Although the crawfish boil is over for this 
year, there is still one more opportunity 
to taste this southern delicacy—come 
to Fall Festival on September 9 and try 
crawfish etouffee!

6TH ANNUAL CRAWFISH BOIL
By Karen Dastick
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TOMMY, HERBERT & MIKE 
“KEEPING IT REAL”
"Hey Herbert," I called out as I walked into the sanctuary. "I've heard about this 
new church campaign, ‘Keeping it REAL’. Do you know anything about it?"

“Well Mike, we are both getting a little old to really get into this thing, so let's go ask 
Tommy. I know he is here in the Education wing for a youth activity."

“Sounds like a great idea, do you want a ride?”

Herbert agreed so I picked him up and put him in my shirt pocket. He poked his 
head out and directed me to the youth activity room. When we arrived, Tommy 
was surprised to see Herbert in my pocket and came running over before anyone 
else noticed. 

“Wow Mike, you know about Herbert too?!” Whispered Tommy, “but you’re a grown up!”

Herbert chuckled and said, “We go back a long way to when Mike first came to this 
church just like you. We have a question to ask you so let’s go into the hallway.”

In the hallway, I turned to Tommy and said "Do you know what this ‘Keeping it 
REAL’ is all about? Man I came out of the 60s and we thought we were ‘making it 
real’. I have a feeling that this is a little different."

Then Tommy said with a little chuckle "man are you ever old. No, what we’re 
talking about is that we are REAL kids and want others to be excited about church 
and church activities. Like, I want to be part of a bell choir after learning about the 
big bells in the church tower and seeing Herbert play in the bell choir. Vacation 
Bible School was cool because I learned more about Jesus and was able to help 
with the little kids. There are a lot of things for kids to do at church that are REAL 
fun, REAL learning and REAL helping. I liked hearing the stories from Herbert 
about the church and the old people who started it. Other kids like singing in the 
youth choir, being in youth groups and Bible BLAST. You grownups can be REAL 
and do REAL things too. Do you get it?”

“We got it!” Answered Mike and Herbert in unison.

“You’re right Tommy,” said Herbert. “I share tidbits of church history with Mike’s 
help, play in the bell choir and welcome new kids to the church.” 
“I remember and now I can welcome and help the new kids too, said Tommy.”

“And I volunteer in the H.E.L.P. Food Pantry and with the Boy Scout Troop, said 
Mike.” 

“The three of us would like to encourage everyone to get connected with each 
other and be involved with church—Keeping it REAL!” Herbert, Tommy, and Mike 
Hoy 

We all experience grief in our lifetimes. Grief may 
come from a loss of a family member, friend or job, 
a divorce or change in our own lifestyle. Whatever 
the reason may be – we all deal with it. Grief takes 
many forms and each situation is unique.
 
The Grief Recovery Program offered at Memorial 
is a support group of people dealing with grief. It 
allows for sharing of feelings and experiences with 
guidance from Nan Spence. It helps to accept the 
various stages of grief and to realize that you are 
not alone. The program is offered twice a year 
– once in the fall which covers the holidays of 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. A summer program 
begins in June through August.
 
The Grief recovery Program at Memorial 
Presbyterian Church began in 1995 as a gift from 
Darlene Budrick when she joined the church. She 
facilitated the group for a year and the Samaritan 
Counseling Center continued with Ellen Radkin 
and Nan Spence. The program is open to the 
community and is free of charge. The Board of 
Deacons continues to fund this outreach. 

GRIEF 
RECOVERY 

GROUP 
By Nancy Kuper

Winter Grief Group 
November 7, 2018 – January 9, 2019 
Register by calling the church office, 
989-835-6759.
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Let us begin by discussing some statistics. These statistics are from 
The American Red Cross and Michigan Blood. 

How much blood is really needed in the U.S.? 
• Every 2 seconds someone needs blood.
• Approximately 36,000 units of red blood cells are needed every day.
• Nearly 7,000 units of platelets and 10,000 units of plasma are 

needed daily.
• Nearly 21 million blood components are transfused each year.

Who needs this blood?
• More than 75 percent of all Americans reaching age 72 will need 

blood in their lifetimes; 97 percent will have a loved one or friend 
who will need blood.

• On average, 1 out of every 7 people entering the hospital will need blood.
• Many adults and children with cancer will need blood and blood 

products, sometimes daily, during their chemotherapy treatments.
• Premature infants and children having heart surgery need blood 

and platelets.
• Sickle cell patients can require blood transfusions throughout their 

lives. (This disease affects 90,000 to 100,000 people in the U.S. About 
1,000 babies are born with the disease each year.)

• Trauma patients can require large quantities of blood. For example, a 
single car accident victim can require as many as 100 pints of blood.

• Heart surgery and organ transplant patients can require blood. 
(There have been cases where lifesaving transplant surgeries were 
not performed due to a lack of available blood for transfusion.)

• Some chronic diseases and conditions require blood transfusions. For 
example: some liver diseases (that prevent the liver from producing 
blood and blood products properly), anemia, kidney disease, and 
bleeding disorders (such as hemophilia or thrombocytopenia).

• In burn patients blood transfusions can help tissue healing, maintain 
oxygen levels, and decrease anemia and therefore help maintain 
internal organ function.

Why is it necessary to continue to have blood drives? Is it not 
possible to just stock pile the blood that is donated for need at 
later times? 
Unfortunately this is not possible. Blood and platelets cannot be 
manufactured artificially and they cannot be stored for extended 
periods of time. After certain time periods the blood products begin 
to break down. Red blood cells must be used within 42 days or less 
from donation. Platelets must be used within 5 days.

Can’t I just sit back and not worry about it? There are a lot of people that donate.
Unfortunately, that is the mind set of too many individuals. Not everyone is able to 
donate blood. Actually, less than 38 percent of the United States population is able 
to donate blood or platelets. And of this 38 percent only about 3 percent actually 
donate. There is definitely an imbalance of need and supply.

Here are just a few other bits of information regarding blood donations and supplies.
• One person donating once can potentially save up to three lives.
• Whole blood can be donated every 56 days.
• Type O negative red blood cells can be given to any individual. Therefore, it is always 

in great demand. Unfortunately, only about 7% of the U.S. population is O negative.
• Type AB positive plasma can be given to any individual. Only 3% of individuals in 

the U.S. population have AB positive plasma.

Now that we’ve seen the statistics of why we need to donate blood, let’s 
answer the questions: What makes blood so important in the human body? 
What is its job?
Blood is composed of red blood cells, white blood cells, platelets, and plasma. 
Approximately 7% of body weight is due to our blood. Therefore, individuals 
weighing between 150 pounds and 180 pounds would have about 4.8 liters to 5.7 
liters of blood. This is 1.3 gallons to 1.5 gallons of blood. 

Red blood cells (erythrocytes) contain a protein called hemoglobin that can 
attach to the oxygen in the blood and carry it to different areas of our body. They 
also carry the carbon dioxide that our body produces back to the lungs so we 
can exhale it. They are red so they give our blood its red color. They only survive 
approximately 120 days so they have to be continuously made by the bone marrow. 
 
White blood cells (leukocytes) help us fight infections and help our immune 
system. There are three different types of these cells. There are the neutrophils that 
are the immediately respond to infections. They live less than 24 hours so have to 
be continuously produced by the bone marrow. The T lymphocytes help with the 
immune cells and attack infections and tumors. The B lymphocytes make antibodies 
that target bacteria, viruses, and anything the body decides is foreign. 

Platelets (thrombocytes) are not whole cells. They are small pieces of cells that 
help in the blood clotting process by sticking to the wall of the damaged blood 
vessel near the damaged area.

Plasma makes up about 55% of the whole blood. It is the liquid part of blood. Plasma 
transports the other components of the blood throughout the body. It also transports 
nutrients, waste products, antibodies, proteins, and hormones.

Without our blood we cannot get oxygen, nutrients, 
proteins, or hormones to the tissues and cells 
throughout our body. We cannot get rid of some 
the wastes that our bodies create. We cannot fight 
infections. We cannot repair damage in our veins. We 
must have our blood to survive.

And now the final question. Is it our responsibility 
to help others if we are able to? 
Tim is a loyal donor. “It makes you feel good,” he said, 
smiling, “We’re put on this Earth for some reason. I 
might not be able to help after a natural disaster, but I 
can give blood.”

This is a quote from a mother of two preschoolers. 
She was diagnosed with leukemia, spent 75 days 
in the hospital, nearly died more than once from 
complications, and had to receive 79 units of blood 
along with other treatments to survive. “The people 
who gave blood saved my life, and they don’t know 
who I am,” she said, “They allowed my children to 
keep their mommy. [They] saved my husband from 
being a widower and a single dad. And they impacted 
our whole family.”

If you are looking for a place to donate blood, Memorial 
Presbyterian Church hosts blood drives several times 
a year. Check our website for more information.

MPC BLOOD DRIVE
December 2, 2018 Sunday
8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

For questions or to make an appointment contact: 
1-866-MIBLOOD (642-5663), versiti.org/michigan, 
or Kellie Froelicher RN, Faith Community Nurse at 
Memorial Presbyterian Church. kellief@mempres.org

 WHY SHOULD I DONATE BLOOD?  
By Kellie Froelicher, RN, BSN, Faith Community Nurse

It seems like there is always a blood drive going on somewhere. It feels as if we are always hearing 
that we need to donate blood. Michigan Blood even has a permanent donation site at The Great Lakes 

Loons baseball stadium. With all this donating going on why do we keep hearing we need more? With a 
little bit of research I think we can find some answers to these questions.
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single car accident victim can require as many as 100 pints of blood.

• Heart surgery and organ transplant patients can require blood. 
(There have been cases where lifesaving transplant surgeries were 
not performed due to a lack of available blood for transfusion.)

• Some chronic diseases and conditions require blood transfusions. For 
example: some liver diseases (that prevent the liver from producing 
blood and blood products properly), anemia, kidney disease, and 
bleeding disorders (such as hemophilia or thrombocytopenia).

• In burn patients blood transfusions can help tissue healing, maintain 
oxygen levels, and decrease anemia and therefore help maintain 
internal organ function.

Why is it necessary to continue to have blood drives? Is it not 
possible to just stock pile the blood that is donated for need at 
later times? 
Unfortunately this is not possible. Blood and platelets cannot be 
manufactured artificially and they cannot be stored for extended 
periods of time. After certain time periods the blood products begin 
to break down. Red blood cells must be used within 42 days or less 
from donation. Platelets must be used within 5 days.

Can’t I just sit back and not worry about it? There are a lot of people that donate.
Unfortunately, that is the mind set of too many individuals. Not everyone is able to 
donate blood. Actually, less than 38 percent of the United States population is able 
to donate blood or platelets. And of this 38 percent only about 3 percent actually 
donate. There is definitely an imbalance of need and supply.

Here are just a few other bits of information regarding blood donations and supplies.
• One person donating once can potentially save up to three lives.
• Whole blood can be donated every 56 days.
• Type O negative red blood cells can be given to any individual. Therefore, it is always 

in great demand. Unfortunately, only about 7% of the U.S. population is O negative.
• Type AB positive plasma can be given to any individual. Only 3% of individuals in 

the U.S. population have AB positive plasma.

Now that we’ve seen the statistics of why we need to donate blood, let’s 
answer the questions: What makes blood so important in the human body? 
What is its job?
Blood is composed of red blood cells, white blood cells, platelets, and plasma. 
Approximately 7% of body weight is due to our blood. Therefore, individuals 
weighing between 150 pounds and 180 pounds would have about 4.8 liters to 5.7 
liters of blood. This is 1.3 gallons to 1.5 gallons of blood. 

Red blood cells (erythrocytes) contain a protein called hemoglobin that can 
attach to the oxygen in the blood and carry it to different areas of our body. They 
also carry the carbon dioxide that our body produces back to the lungs so we 
can exhale it. They are red so they give our blood its red color. They only survive 
approximately 120 days so they have to be continuously made by the bone marrow. 
 
White blood cells (leukocytes) help us fight infections and help our immune 
system. There are three different types of these cells. There are the neutrophils that 
are the immediately respond to infections. They live less than 24 hours so have to 
be continuously produced by the bone marrow. The T lymphocytes help with the 
immune cells and attack infections and tumors. The B lymphocytes make antibodies 
that target bacteria, viruses, and anything the body decides is foreign. 

Platelets (thrombocytes) are not whole cells. They are small pieces of cells that 
help in the blood clotting process by sticking to the wall of the damaged blood 
vessel near the damaged area.

Plasma makes up about 55% of the whole blood. It is the liquid part of blood. Plasma 
transports the other components of the blood throughout the body. It also transports 
nutrients, waste products, antibodies, proteins, and hormones.

Without our blood we cannot get oxygen, nutrients, 
proteins, or hormones to the tissues and cells 
throughout our body. We cannot get rid of some 
the wastes that our bodies create. We cannot fight 
infections. We cannot repair damage in our veins. We 
must have our blood to survive.

And now the final question. Is it our responsibility 
to help others if we are able to? 
Tim is a loyal donor. “It makes you feel good,” he said, 
smiling, “We’re put on this Earth for some reason. I 
might not be able to help after a natural disaster, but I 
can give blood.”

This is a quote from a mother of two preschoolers. 
She was diagnosed with leukemia, spent 75 days 
in the hospital, nearly died more than once from 
complications, and had to receive 79 units of blood 
along with other treatments to survive. “The people 
who gave blood saved my life, and they don’t know 
who I am,” she said, “They allowed my children to 
keep their mommy. [They] saved my husband from 
being a widower and a single dad. And they impacted 
our whole family.”

If you are looking for a place to donate blood, Memorial 
Presbyterian Church hosts blood drives several times 
a year. Check our website for more information.

MPC BLOOD DRIVE
December 2, 2018 Sunday
8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

For questions or to make an appointment contact: 
1-866-MIBLOOD (642-5663), versiti.org/michigan, 
or Kellie Froelicher RN, Faith Community Nurse at 
Memorial Presbyterian Church. kellief@mempres.org

 WHY SHOULD I DONATE BLOOD?  
By Kellie Froelicher, RN, BSN, Faith Community Nurse

It seems like there is always a blood drive going on somewhere. It feels as if we are always hearing 
that we need to donate blood. Michigan Blood even has a permanent donation site at The Great Lakes 

Loons baseball stadium. With all this donating going on why do we keep hearing we need more? With a 
little bit of research I think we can find some answers to these questions.
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TOMMY, HERBERT & MIKE 
“KEEPING IT REAL”
"Hey Herbert," I called out as I walked into the sanctuary. "I've heard about this 
new church campaign, ‘Keeping it REAL’. Do you know anything about it?"

“Well Mike, we are both getting a little old to really get into this thing, so let's go ask 
Tommy. I know he is here in the Education wing for a youth activity."

“Sounds like a great idea, do you want a ride?”

Herbert agreed so I picked him up and put him in my shirt pocket. He poked his 
head out and directed me to the youth activity room. When we arrived, Tommy 
was surprised to see Herbert in my pocket and came running over before anyone 
else noticed. 

“Wow Mike, you know about Herbert too?!” Whispered Tommy, “but you’re a grown up!”

Herbert chuckled and said, “We go back a long way to when Mike first came to this 
church just like you. We have a question to ask you so let’s go into the hallway.”

In the hallway, I turned to Tommy and said "Do you know what this ‘Keeping it 
REAL’ is all about? Man I came out of the 60s and we thought we were ‘making it 
real’. I have a feeling that this is a little different."

Then Tommy said with a little chuckle "man are you ever old. No, what we’re 
talking about is that we are REAL kids and want others to be excited about church 
and church activities. Like, I want to be part of a bell choir after learning about the 
big bells in the church tower and seeing Herbert play in the bell choir. Vacation 
Bible School was cool because I learned more about Jesus and was able to help 
with the little kids. There are a lot of things for kids to do at church that are REAL 
fun, REAL learning and REAL helping. I liked hearing the stories from Herbert 
about the church and the old people who started it. Other kids like singing in the 
youth choir, being in youth groups and Bible BLAST. You grownups can be REAL 
and do REAL things too. Do you get it?”

“We got it!” Answered Mike and Herbert in unison.

“You’re right Tommy,” said Herbert. “I share tidbits of church history with Mike’s 
help, play in the bell choir and welcome new kids to the church.” 
“I remember and now I can welcome and help the new kids too, said Tommy.”

“And I volunteer in the H.E.L.P. Food Pantry and with the Boy Scout Troop, said 
Mike.” 

“The three of us would like to encourage everyone to get connected with each 
other and be involved with church—Keeping it REAL!” Herbert, Tommy, and Mike 
Hoy 

We all experience grief in our lifetimes. Grief may 
come from a loss of a family member, friend or job, 
a divorce or change in our own lifestyle. Whatever 
the reason may be – we all deal with it. Grief takes 
many forms and each situation is unique.
 
The Grief Recovery Program offered at Memorial 
is a support group of people dealing with grief. It 
allows for sharing of feelings and experiences with 
guidance from Nan Spence. It helps to accept the 
various stages of grief and to realize that you are 
not alone. The program is offered twice a year 
– once in the fall which covers the holidays of 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. A summer program 
begins in June through August.
 
The Grief recovery Program at Memorial 
Presbyterian Church began in 1995 as a gift from 
Darlene Budrick when she joined the church. She 
facilitated the group for a year and the Samaritan 
Counseling Center continued with Ellen Radkin 
and Nan Spence. The program is open to the 
community and is free of charge. The Board of 
Deacons continues to fund this outreach. 

GRIEF 
RECOVERY 

GROUP 
By Nancy Kuper

Winter Grief Group 
November 7, 2018 – January 9, 2019 
Register by calling the church office, 
989-835-6759.
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Beautiful homes. Manicured lawns. Plenty of healthy food on the 
table. The inhabitants are citizens who have no problems with 
housing or acquiring other necessities for everyday life. Certainly 
there are no problems with illiteracy or homelessness or poverty.

Members of the MPC workgroup Reaching Out for Justice and 
Peace would disagree with that assessment. Sensitive to the need 
for social justice and peace in our society, the members of this 
workgroup focus on ways to foster nonviolence and equity in the 
arena of social justice.

One of the major initiatives of this workgroup is sponsoring and 
organizing the Alternative Christmas Gifts Fair held in November 
of each year. This year’s Fair will be November 18. Various groups 
like Shelterhouse and ACT Uganda and Heifer International provide 
exhibits with items for sale or donations to be made. Approximately 
ten groups participate in MPC’s gifts fair with the proceeds going to 
the various participating groups.

Another major effort of Reaching Out for Justice and Peace is  
sponsoring a “peace” event with topics of interest to our community 
and congregation. Events are usually held on Saturday mornings.  The        
format consists of presentations by community members or other 
experts from outside Midland.  Presentations are designed to inform 
and illuminate crucial issues for members of MPC and the community 
at large. Topics for these events have been literacy issues, bullying 
(including cyber tactics), nonviolent communication, and poverty. In 
March of 2019 the topic will be “Restorative Justice/Retributive Justice.”

Another responsibility of this workgroup is to be aware of topics and 
initiatives to come before the PCUSA General Assembly. GA just 
met and our workgroup is making sure that members of our church 
are aware of the decisions made including environmental issues 
and changes in the Book of Order.

Our workgroup meets monthly to do the following: discuss possible 
ways we can foster peace and justice in our community; continue 

planning for our initiatives like our yearly presentations; articulate 
new areas that need our attention.

Next time you drive through a well-manicured neighborhood, just 
remember that there are people not so fortunate to live in a stable 
home with no issues of poverty or neglect. Our church has a group 
of dedicated members who want to shine a light on issues of justice 
and peace by reaching out, of course!

GOD’S MISSION IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA: UPDATES FROM TEAM 
CHANG LOPEZ 
By Cathy Chang 

The year 2018 marks our family’s second year of mission service in the Philippines 
and southeast Asia. As we write, it’s mid-summer, and we’re in the middle of our 
family’s second time to visit the United States churches and groups that are our 
network of sending and support. Earlier we attended the PCUSA General Assembly 
in St. Louis. During all these visits, we reflect upon how our family now enjoys a 
rhythm to our daily routines, although there are new opportunities of serving God 
and our brothers and sisters throughout southeast Asia.

Our friends in the Philippines and throughout southeast Asia, continue to teach 
us how to live in hope amidst of despair and desperation, and advocate for the 
inherent God-given dignity of each person. In different venues, Juan has shared 
his expertise with social work professionals and students, to pay attention to the 
needs of children, especially who are impacted by the war on drugs. Going forward, 
he will work more directly with Miriam College, a Catholic women’s university and 
some other organizations who are paying close attention to these children and 
their needs. 

Cathy continues to nurture relationships with church workers from United Church of 
Christ in the Philippines (UCCP), as well as overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) and 
their families and organizations serving migrant workers. Cathy has also traveled 
more outside the Philippines. Right after Easter in early April, Cathy returned to 
Indonesia for a third time, this time in West Timor, to learn about the struggles 
of migrant workers from Indonesia, observe the powerful witness and solidarity 
efforts of Christian churches to support these workers, and connect with new 
colleagues from around southern Asia who are combating human trafficking. Cathy 
also traveled to the United Arab Emirates, Sri Lanka and Nepal for the first time. 
In the United Arab Emirates, Cathy accompanied the UCCP General Secretary in 
providing pastoral support to two fellowship groups of migrant workers, in Dubai 
and Abu Dhabi. In Sri Lanka, Cathy met with churches and other partners who are 
working towards the dignity of workers in tea plantations, handloom and garment 
industries in Sri Lanka. In Nepal, Cathy learned about the community efforts to 
teach about and to empower local groups to identify human trafficking and hold 
accountable both government officials and law enforcement to protect potential 
victims and identify perpetrators. 
 
We are deeply humbled and grateful to serve as your mission co-workers. Even 
more, we’re thankful that God has connected us together as partners in mission 
service. Please continue to pray for us, as well as our newfound friends and 
colleagues in southeast Asia, southern Asia and the Middle East.

Sunday, November 18, 2018

9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 
Alternative Christmas Gifts Fair 
Mayton Hall

10:45 a.m. 
Worship in the Sanctuary 
Bible BLAST 
Congregational Meeting After Worship

Noon – 1:00 p.m. 
Alternative Christmas Gifts Fair & 
Fellowship 
Mayton Hall

REACHING OUT FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE 
By Barbara Barnes

Enjoying a dance lesson in a “line home,” where many tea pluckers of Sri 
Lanka live and raise their families. Photo credit: Kathy Melvin

Celebrating the second founding anniversary of a United Church of Christ in the 
Philippines (UCCP) fellowship with new friends in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Praying with the friends and gathered community at the Kupang airport, 
after receiving the body of a deceased migrant worker from Malaysia.


