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UPCOMING MPC EVENTS
Lenten Concert Series 
March 8 – April 12 from 12:15 – 12:45 p.m.

Ash Wednesday Service 
March 6 at 7:00 p.m.

Reaching Out for Justice and Peace Workshop 
March 9 from 9:00 a.m. – 12 noon

Vespers Concert - Saul 
March 10 from 4:00 p.m.

MPC Annual Talent Show 
March 17 at 5:00 p.m.

High School Youth Mission Trip 
March 23 – 30

PW Birthday Celebration 
April 10 at 11:30 a.m.

Friday Night Voyagers 
April 12 at 5:30 p.m.

Palm Sunday 
April 14 at 9:00 & 10:45 a.m.

Maundy Thursday Communion Service 
April 18 at 7:00 p.m.

Good Friday Service 
April 19 

Easter Sunday 
April 21 at 9:00 & 10:45 a.m.

PW Women Spring Rummage Sale 
May 7 – 9 

Friday Night Voyagers 
May 10 at 5:30 p.m.

Crawfish Boil 
May 18 at 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Baccalaureate Sunday 
May 19 at 10:45 a.m.

Summer Grief Recovery Group 
June 5 – August 7 from 7:00 – 8:45 p.m.

Confirmation Sunday 
June 9 at 10:45 a.m. 

Youth Cedar Point Trip 
June 10 

Vacation Bible School 
June 17 – 21 from 9:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Montreat Youth Trip 
July 6 – 13

Triennium Youth Trip 
July 16 – 20

Neighborhood Revitalization 
August 5 – 9
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 It is a joy and a privilege to be working among you, seeking God’s will for our congregation 
and community. It has been just a matter of weeks, really, since I first stepped into the 
pulpit here at Memorial, and I know that God is going to do amazing things through you — 
and I am so excited to be a part of it!
 
I say this with confidence because God is already doing amazing things through the life 
and ministry of Memorial. You can see it as you read these pages — the joy and love and 
fellowship and wisdom shared between Ashman and Rodd streets is hard to even put into 
words, with an impact that reaches well beyond our walls. The breadth and the depth of 
Memorial’s vision for sharing the love and justice of Jesus Christ in this community is a 
blessing that I understand more deeply every day, and one that I know will continue to 
unfold, change, and grow as the years go by. 
 
I grew up as a “church kid.” I was baptized at the First Presbyterian Church of Royal Oak 
not long after I was born, and I am fortunate to have parents who were involved in the life of 
faith and a Christian community. I have been nurtured in my journey by that congregation 
and many others. Even since becoming a pastor, my family and I have grown to love the 
communities we have been a part of, and will always treasure memories of meaningful 
worship and challenging mission in those places, along with the deep friendships we hold 
in our hearts. Yet, even in the few months we have been here, it is clear to us that life and 
ministry at Memorial is what God has been preparing us for all along; because, we are 
truly home! 
 
For the time being, I find that I am alternating between a marathon and a sprint — knowing 
there is so much to be excited about, there are avenues of ministry to pursue, projects 
to tackle, and people to engage NOW… while at the same time remembering we have a 
lifetime to get where God is leading, that God’s timeline may not be our own, and faithful 
ministry is often a long obedience in the same direction. In any case, it is exciting to be “on 
the move,” and to turn toward a shared future expecting that God has prepared for is more 
than all we could ask or imagine, and that by God’s grace, we will never be the same again! 

THIS IS HOME — AND I AM SO GLAD TO SAY THAT
By the Rev. Matthew W. Schramm, Senior Pastor 

FUN 
F A C T S 
ABOUT 
PASTOR 
MATT

LOVES
• Learning Anything New
• 4th of July Family Reunion Week in Pentwater
• Ice Cream
• Musical Theatre 
• Kayaking 
• Tools and Building Things
• Softball, Volleyball, and (Fantasy) Football Leagues
• Tinkering with Pinball Machines 
• Playing Guitar (poorly) and Golf (even worse)
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Thank you to Shannon Oriedo, Wally 
Mayton, Nancy Kuper, Sheryl Hnizda, Maddi 
Rice, Matt Schramm, and all the wonderful 
photographers that have allowed us to use 
their photos in this issue of Illumination. We 
greatly appreciate your ministry through 
photography.

A WELCOMING COMMUNITY OF FAITH FOR OVER 150 YEARS
MPC is a Christ-centered community of believers that is part of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. We are a welcoming community of faith for all people: sharing, 
growing in, and living the Good News of Jesus Christ! And we live it out through 
worship, study, fellowship, and service. In everything, we want to point to Christ.

There’s a place for you at MPC! We are in the heart of Midland, Michigan, connecting 
people with their faith and one another. You’ll find that we want all people to feel 
welcome to find a place where they can grow in faith and where their gifts can be 
used in meaningful ways that impact this world. We invite you to join us as we 
share, grow in, and live the Good News!

WORSHIP WITH US
We invite you to join us each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. for our contemporary worship 
service or at 10:45 a.m. for our traditional worship service. We are also excited 
to now offer live streaming and on-demand worship services on our website at 
mempres.org.

CONTACT MPC
Memorial Presbyterian Church 
1310 Ashman Street
Midland, MI 48640

989.835.6759

info@mempres.org

www.mempres.org

MPCmidland

Pastor 
Rev. Mathew Schramm 
Rev. Wally Mayton 
Editor 
Thomas Haskell
Art Direction & Design 
Katie Horning

Editorial Assistants
Joe Blewett  
Martin Severance
Mara Simanskey Stewart
Stephanie Lewandowski
Nancy Kuper 

EDITORIAL AND PRODUCTION THOUGHTS, COMMENTS, IDEAS?
Contact Illumination at info@mempres.org.

Illumination is published by MPC for all congregation 
members and distributed throughout our Midland 
community.
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An integral, but often overlooked, position of every Presbyterian Church (USA) 
congregation is the position of clerk of Session. Memorial Presbyterian Church (MPC) is 
no exception and is fortunate to have an excellent clerk. Susan Hoshaw began service 
as clerk of MPC from 2001 to 2003 and returned to the position in 2009. She continues 
to serve today. The position of clerk does not have term limits, and Susan has been 
elected by the Session for a series of one-year terms. 

The clerk has two primary responsibilities: First is to act as secretary of the church’s 
governing body, the Session. As secretary, Susan is responsible for keeping the minutes 
of each Session meeting as well those of congregational meetings.

Her second responsibility is to act as keeper of the church record books. When the 
minutes are approved by Session, Susan prints them on acid-free archival paper 
and stores them in the “Official Session Minutes” book. Susan is also responsible 
for preparing the Session docket (agenda) and working with the Session Moderator 
(Pastor) to facilitate meetings and record significant events in the life of the church, 
including baptisms, marriages, and deaths. According to Susan, providing order and 
protocol to Session and congregational meetings leads to efficiency, transparency, and 
improved communication.

Susan said, “I help determine the order and flow of the meetings with the goal of making 
them as efficient and effective as possible.” “The rules,” Susan continued, “are important 
because they provide a structure for participation by anyone at all levels of church 
hierarchy. They provide for an orderly government. They also allow for the various church 
councils to work together to discern the will of God and to make decisions supporting 
the mission of the church.”

All of Susan’s responsibilities are important for the operation of the church; but Susan 
says record keeping is the most critical for the past, present, and future of the church. 
“The minutes of Session meetings become the official record of the governance of the 
church,” Susan said. “I want these minutes to accurately reflect the decisions and actions 
taken by the Session. These minutes become resources for future Sessions and pastors 
to understand decisions made in the past.”

Susan’s road to becoming clerk was guided by past dedicated clerks who taught her 
many valuable lessons. After she had served a three-year term as Elder that began in 
1998, then Clerk Bill Bridge, retired after ten years. Susan was asked about becoming 
the new clerk and, with that, started her eventful 14-year tenure. She credits Bill with 
providing her training, spreadsheets, and ‘ancestors of spreadsheets’ that she still 
regularly uses. Susan took a desired break after six years of church service and Ralph 
Hillman assumed clerk responsibilities. Pete Gilbert picked up the position after Ralph’s 
three years of service. Unfortunately, Pete became ill and passed away. Susan then 
resumed the role of clerk.

Susan attributes her success to many wonderful moderators over the years. She has 
been clerk under the leadership of the Rev. Dr. Steve Thomas, the Rev. Dr. David Pierce, 
the late Rev. Dr. David Robertson, the Rev. Dr. Tom Schacher, the Rev. Cathy Chang, the 
late Rev. Dr. George Baird, the Rev. Dr. Wally Mayton, and now, the Rev. Matt Schramm. 
According to Susan, each moderator brings different strengths and styles of leadership 

SUSAN HOSHAW: CLERK OF SESSION
By Joe Blewett
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to the job. She said, “I have enjoyed 
working with each one of them. 
The moderator and Clerk are truly 
partners in making the work of the 
Session efficient and effective. I 
would like to thank each of these 
moderators for their fellowship and 
partnership over the years.”

MPC is part of a larger structure with 
clear directives. Responsibilities are 
given to our own session as well 
as each higher governing council. 
These higher councils include the 
Presbytery of Lake Huron, the Synod 
of the Covenant, and the General 
Assembly. MPC is fortunate to have 
several members active at higher 
levels of church governance including 
elected representatives to various 
Presbyterian meetings. Susan said, 
“It’s important to understand which 
council has responsibility for which 
elements of our polity and to make 
sure that we fulfill our mission and 
mandate.”

Susan who enjoys her volunteer work 
as Clerk of Session at MPC is active 
in other areas as well. She was born 
and raised in Midland and is a long 
time member of MPC.  Previously, 
she held membership in two other 
Presbyterian churches:  one during 
graduate school, the other when she 
lived in the Detroit area.  She currently 
works at Dow Chemical Company 
as a Senior Product Steward in the 
Performance Silicones business. 
She plans to retire in March so that 
she can spend more time on her 
hobbies of gardening and knitting 
sweaters of her own design. Susan 
also competes in dog agility and 
obedience courses with several 
different K-9 friends. She will soon 
welcome the arrival of a new border 
collie puppy.

SUSAN HOSHAW: CLERK OF SESSION
By Joe Blewett

We have recently welcomed into membership Dan and Megan Farison with their family;  
Steve and Annie Jenkins; Teresa Damocles and Harold “Hal” Jones; (pictured above)  
Elizabeth Stuart; Cynthia Phillips; Dana Schramm (the Reverend Matthew Schramm) and their 
family; Maryanne Lipovsky and her family; Kathryn Eckhoff Stuart; Dane and Emily Brown with 
their family; and Art and Joy Sponseller (pictured below). We affirm in blessing these friends in 
faith and service. 

Welcome New Members
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Sunday worship services require many staff, volunteers, and of course, much 
preparation by the Pastors. One element of each worship service is one that you 
can hear but not typically see. The Audio Visual (AV) team is a group of dedicated 
and talented people who make sure Memorial Presbyterian is plugged in, literally 
and figuratively.

The team consists of students Ethan Dastick and A.J Laudberbach and church 
members Patrick Hnizda, Tony Lewis, and Clint Shepherd. The group works 
collaboratively and splits up duties to ensure that live streaming video is delivered 
online for those not able to attend the service and that the internal equipment is 
working for those on-site to enjoy.

Ethan Dastick is a 15-year-old sophomore at Dow High School who has worked for the 
AV team for the past five years. Ethan’s primary job includes working the soundboard 
in the back of the sanctuary to control what is recorded and streamed in the AV room. 
His other responsibilities include setting up microphones to best capture sound and 
ensure proper use of the wireless microphones, which can be a bit tricky.

“Believe it or not, making sure microphones are on is the biggest challenge. We 
always test the microphones beforehand, but the wireless ones can be switched 
off and then we are stranded without sound for one person and it sounds weird,” 

By Joe Blewett

Ethan said. “I try to do my best to get sound, but 
without the wireless microphones, it is really hard 
unless the person is standing by the lectern or pulpit.”

On Sundays, Ethan arrives at around 10:00 a.m. with 
his mom, Karen Dastick, who sings in the choir. He 
immediately starts the computers to begin booting up 
for service. Working as part of the team, Ethan then 
sets up the wireless microphones. Then he reads 
through the worship service guide to plan accordingly 
before setting up the soundboard. After a successful 
checklist of the equipment, he prepares the special 
effects about five minutes before service starts. 
The pastors start the service, the AV team goes to 
work on cameras, sound, and other technical needs 
to deliver a worship service to the attendees and to 
those streaming from home remotely. After service 
as the MPC congregation enjoys fellowship with one 
another, Ethan and the team shut everything down 
and prepare things for the next service.

TUNED 

IN
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By Joe Blewett

Top Picture: Ethan, Pat and Tony in the production 
room preparing for Sunday service. 
 
Bottom Picture: Clint and Tony finalizing recordings. 
 
Left Picture: Ethan working in the sound booth on 
Sunday morning.

Ethan is confident anyone can assist with the AV 
team and says it gets even easier with experience. 
He enjoys being part of the AV team because it’s fun, 
an opportunity to volunteer, and people appreciate 
him. His favorite part is that he can bring church 
to others, especially to those that can’t physically 
attend a service. Ethan started working with the AV 
team when Pat Hnizda asked if he’d be interested. 
Ethan encourages more people to get involved. It’s 
an especially good opportunity for the youth of the 
church to volunteer and learn new skills.

“We are always looking for new young people to join 
the AV team because we often can use the help. I 
know that when I was young, I didn’t get involved as 
much as others did,” said Ethan. AV was my way to 
feel comfortable in church and have some fun. I like to 
help others experience the same feeling of welcome 
and fun I did so many years ago.”

LENTEN CONCERT SERIES
Memorial Presbyterian Church of Midland presents the 2019

Friday afternoons from 12:15 – 12:45 p.m. in the MPC Sanctuary.

1310 Ashman Street •  Midland,  Michigan •  989-835-6759 •  mempres.org

Featured Guest Artists 

March 8 
Jennifer Laubenthal, Clarinet

March 15 
Kairos Saxophone Quartet

March 22  
Mary Jo Cox, Piano and Organ

March 29 
Neil Mueller, Trumpet

April 5 
Keith Clifton, Tenor

April 12 
Megan Farison, Soprano 
Grace Marra, Soprano

The Memorial Presbyterian Church 2019 noon-time Lenten Recital Series, 
officially starts on Friday, March 8 and continues throughout the Lenten period 
ending April 12. The recitals are 30 minutes in length, starting at 12:15 and 
ending at 12:45 p.m. and feature music that may be Lenten-themed and may 
incorporate a variety of styles. 

The Lenten Recital Series is for the community of Midland and embraces  
Dr. Strosacker’s and Memorial Presbyterian’s theology a house of prayer for all 
people. The Lenten Series was initiated by Adrienne Wiley several years ago 
to highlight the period reflection during Lent with special music, and to bring the 
community together in an ecumenical setting. All recitals are on Fridays during 
Lent and are open to the public with no charge. 

For additional information please contact MPC at 835-6759.
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PRESBYTERY  
NEEDS YOU!
By Martin Severance

As a member church within the Lake Huron Presbytery 
of the Presbyterian Church (USA), Memorial 
Presbyterian Church participates in regular quarterly 
meetings attended by our representatives and those 
of the other member churches. Approximately 85 
ministers and ruling elder commissioners participate, 
plus Presbytery staff, special guests, and presenters, 
host church members and other observer/participants 
from across the Presbytery. These meetings are open 
for all members of the church to attend. 

Each Presbytery meeting consists of three 
components: Worship, Equipping, and Governance. 
The first order of business is Worship. Worship that 
reflects the gifts and diversity of our presbytery is 
offered. At recent meetings the attendees have been 
inspired by Korean drummers, a gospel choir, and a 
jazz guitarist, as well as by outstanding preachers, 
creative liturgy, and gifted accompanists. After worship 
is time for Equipping. The equipping time is part of their 
commitment to making Presbytery meetings a “value-
added” experience—so that every commissioner feels 
the meeting was beneficial to their church’s mission. 
Recent equipping times have included presentations 
and conversations on building congregational mission; 
welcoming diversity; clergy self-care; youth ministry; 
and creative approaches to stewardship. Lastly there 
is Governance, a time spent conducting Presbytery 
business and addressing operational matters.

Enriching opportunities exist for MPC members who 
participate in Presbytery meetings. According to Dan 
Saperstein, Executive Presbyter, “elders who serve as 
commissioners receive the greatest benefit of those 
attending, especially in the exercise of governance. 
However, any church member will find participation 
in the morning activities – worship and equipping – 
beneficial to their own faith and service. We encourage 
attendance by non-commissioners for those activities.”

MPC members and staff actively serve on several of the 
Presbytery committees and subcommittees: Trustees 
(Bill Lauderbach, Wally Mayton); Mission Coordination 
(Judy McDowell); Commission on Ministry (Bill Bowen, 
Matt Schramm); Disaster/Emergency Response Team 
(Tom Ryden); and the Permanent Judicial Commission 
(Wally Mayton). There is plenty of need for gifted people 
in a variety of capacities!

MPC member Bill Bowen began service on the Commission on Ministry in 2018. 
This group deals with matters involving individual churches, their pastors, and 
important issues either of the parties may have. “The work of the Presbytery and the 
support of its Staff are essential and cannot happen without dedicated volunteers 
serving the various needs that may arise,” Bill says. “Given the nature of MPC and 
the skills of (our) congregation, we can provide much to support the larger church.”

Judy McDowell was recently elected to serve on the newly formed Mission 
Coordination Committee after a long history of serving in the life of the Presbytery. 
This team is comprised of six elected members, and identifies its purpose as to 
encourage congregational support and engagement to witness by our actions, not 
just by our words, to the reconciling love of God for all people. Globally, MPC is 
currently engaged with other congregations in the Presbytery in support of hunger 
ministries in Costa Rica funded through the “Two Coins a Meal” offering, and in the 
emerging partnership with the Church in Niger and with our affiliated missionaries 
Michael and Rachel Ludwig. “I am excited by this new opportunity to participate 
in developing partnerships between congregations of the Presbytery who share a 
common vision for mission and outreach,” says Judy. 

Tom Ryden’s involvement with the Lake Huron Presbytery was more of a curious 
mission of discovery, ie., who are these churches in our Presbytery. Presbytery 
meetings occur some four to five times per year, hosted by one of the churches on 
a rotating basis. Thus, I have been able to visit various churches for a day meeting 
and meet other church members and pastors. I value the mid day lunch hour 
where I get the chance to meet and greet other Presbyterians – especially from 
churches with membership less than 50.  MPC certainly enjoys many activities and 
support programs and I quickly discover church membership size has no impact 
on membership enthusiasm and dedication. A small church offers fewer programs, 
but the membership is just as vibrant and energetic as anywhere I’ve seen. I 
have just begun a new assignment for the Lake Huron Presbytery to leverage 
Disaster & Emergency Plans with all our churches. Flooding, tornados, emergency 
communications, violent intruders, are all part of updating or discussing awareness 
that should be formalized with all churches. As you can imagine, each church has 
its own personality – and it is indeed interesting.

Finally, it is important for the MPC congregation to recognize that the Presbytery is not 
“them” – it is all of us…together! The Presbytery exists to serve Jesus Christ by serving 
our congregations – in the firm belief we can accomplish more for God working together 
than we can separately. Dan Saperstein offers his gratitude for the Presbytery’s long 
partnership with MPC. “Thanks to MPC for your faithful support of our work and your 
generous sharing of your time and talents!”

If you are interested in learning how you can participate in Presbytery activities, please 
contact Dan at the Presbytery Office (dsaperstein@presbylh.org or 989-799-7481).
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Praying is talking to God. When we pray, we share our 
joys and sorrows, gratitude and hardships, triumphs 
and problems. We may pray publicly for the needs 
of others. We may pray privately with our hidden 
struggles. In worship service, we say prayers in unison 
to show how we are supported in our faith journey.
 
During Bible BLAST, which is the children’s worship 
enrichment and Sunday school program, children 
share their prayer requests out loud. I write them down 
for Pastor Matt and Pastor Wally to “translate” to the 
congregation later in the service. Most of the children’s 
prayers are for family, friends, pets, travel, medical 
issues, weather, school, and activities.
 
The children and I spend one hour a week together 
in Bible BLAST. In that brief, precious time, we are 
focused on laying their faith foundation through Bible 
stories. This doesn’t leave a lot of time for socializing. 
These prayer moments enable us to know what’s going 
on in each others lives and what we deem important. 
They know their prayers reach the congregation for 
their love and support too. This is a chance for their 
voices to be heard.
 
When a child prays week after week for a deceased pet, 
she’s saying how much she adored that cat and how much 
she misses the special comfort only a pet can provide.
 
When a child prays for a national sports team to win, 
he’s expressing that he sees how hard his favorite 
athletes have worked and also how much he enjoys 
sharing this activity with his dad.
 
When a child prays for a snow day she’s saying she 
enjoys a break from her usual routine and she values 
time in her cozy home. When another child follows 
that prayer with one for a school day, he’s saying that 
he likes learning and wants to play with his friends. 
(God answers all prayers, by the way. In this case, 
one gets a “yes” and the other gets a “no”!)
 
We also share how prayers have helped, how friends 
were healed, how family members did indeed have a 
safe trip home.
 
I’ve noticed the trend in social media is to respond to a 
tragedy with “thoughts and prayers.“ Sometimes that is 
not enough. I supplement that easy sentiment with an 
old African proverb and the mantra of John Lewis, an 

PRAYER MOVEMENT
By Sheryl Billmeier Hnizda, Children’s Ministry Director

American civil rights leader: “When you 
pray, move your feet.”
 
We pray for a young friend who is dealing with a rare form of cancer. Thoughts 
and prayers have helped him, along with a meal train, a CaringBridge.org site, 
donations, a homemade quilt, and regular check-ins with the whole family.
 
We pray for cousins who just moved to Midland because of a domestic situation. 
Then we give them care, food, clothing, bedding, and furniture.
 
We say prayers for people who do not have enough food to eat. And then we 
donate food, household items, bags, and money to the HELP Food Pantry. On the 
last Sunday of every month, our entire congregation donates to our Two-Coins-a-
Meal collection, which is then forwarded to Presbyterian Mission Agency.
 
We offer thoughts and prayers. Then we move our feet. We move our hands. We 
move our bank accounts. We move our minds. We move our hearts. We move our 
souls. We move our whole bodies and lives when we pray.

“When you pray, move your feet.” 
- John Lewis
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Tommy ran into the sanctuary and up the stairs to the organ calling out excitedly, “Herbert, HERBERT!?” 

Herbert popped up from an open hymnal, where he was snoozing, that was lying on top of the organ, and 
sleepily said “whoa, slow down, what’s the deal?”

“I have awesome news,” said Tommy. “I met the new pastor’s three daughters, who are around my age, 
and I was chosen to show them around the church! Can I introduce you to them and could you help me 
show them around? It’s my way of helping like we learned from the ‘Keeping it REAL’ campaign. I need your 
help because you know our church history and all the little nooks and secret places!”

Herbert responded, “True, I have been here a long time, even longer than Wally. I would be happy to meet 
them and help show them around my church. I have already met our new pastor, Matt, and discovered one 
of his favorite things is ice cream and we shared a bowl. I met his wife Dana too during choir practice. What 
are their names and when did you want to do this?”

Tommy said, “Their names are Lydia, Natalie and Evie and can we do it tomorrow after church. You can 
ride in my shirt pocket. And can you show us the bell tower.”

“Nice try, but no way, Ivan would never let it happen. See you all tomorrow and we will have fun”, said 
Herbert as he disappeared into his organ pipe home.

HERBERT & TOMMY WELCOME THE NEW 
PASTOR AND HIS FAMILY
By Tommy, Herbert (the Talking Presbyterian Organ Mouse) and Mike (Herbert’s story editor)

Evie, Natalie, Lydia, Dana & Matt Schramm  
into  our church family here at  

Memorial Presbyterian Church.
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I feel very fortunate and blessed to be a part of the staff here at 
Memorial Presbyterian Church.

I have been warmly welcomed not just by staff, but several 
members of the church as well, and I truly appreciate everyone’s 
gracious and welcoming character. I look forward to getting to 
know more members.

I was born in Midland and have lived here my entire life. I am 
married and we have a twenty year old son. My husband works 
at the family steel business here in town and my son now as well. 
We are truly blessed to be a part of the Midland area.

As a family we are very involved in “mission work” here and 
abroad. Most recently we have returned from a two-week trip 
to Haiti, where we headed up a team of eight. The mission was 
fresh water, as well as building kitchen cabinets for housing units 
at an orphanage that we are associated with. God graciously 
enabled us to repair 30 water wells. One water well supplies 
approximately 5,000 people with clean water which is vital to 
their health – Amen and thank you, Jesus! We have also been 
involved in mission projects in Paraguay, Costa Rica, and Puerto 
Rico, but alas our hearts are in Haiti.

I am also involved in Children’s Church, Adult Sunday School 
and Vacation Bible School, while actively serving on the program 
committee as well as fund raising projects at my little Church out 

in the country. I have a great heart for teens in the area and have 
headed up projects to collect items for a local school to distribute 
to teens as they see the need. 

My favorite season in Michigan is Spring, as everything comes 
alive, new and fresh. I enjoy being outside, working in the yard, 
sitting near our pond and watching the fish and turtles; it is so 
relaxing just to take it all 
in. I enjoy spending time 
with my family and my 
extended family – which is 
large as I am child number 
seven out of eight. I have 
many nieces, nephews, 
great nieces and nephews, 
and even great, great. 

I look forward to the next 
chapter in my life, what 
God has in store for me 
as well as being a part of 
the staff here at Memorial 
Presbyterian Church.

MEET SHELLY
By Michele “Shelly” Luckett, Administrative Assistant

2019 Officer Training
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MEET SHELBY
By Shelby Bailey, Administrative Assistant

I am so excited to join the staff of Memorial Presbyterian Church. 
From the moment I started, everyone has been so friendly and 
welcoming. It has made this experience such a wonderful transition. 
I have enjoyed getting to meet so many of you and cannot wait to 
continue greeting all of the lovely MPC members. It is clear to see 
why Memorial Presbyterian is so beloved throughout the community 
and I feel honored to be considered part of the MPC family.
 
A little about me…
I am a Bay City resident, born and raised, and love getting to 
explore my hometown. I also resided in Midland during my time as 
a college student at Northwood University and grew to love all the 
rich history and fun activities in the area. Midland will always hold 
a special place in my heart for being the home of my alma mater. 
I come from a large family and love spending time with them as 
much as possible. Family get-togethers and sibling game nights 
are always a favorite. I also have two beautiful nieces that tend to 
fill up our calendars quite quickly and mean the world to me. 
 
In my free time, I love to read mystery or historic novels, watch movies 
or TV shows, or listen to the latest podcast. I also enjoy trying my 
hand at a new craft project, whether it be for my home or someone 
else’s. Catching a local play or listen to live music with friends is a 
great way to pass the time, and I try to get out in the community as 
much as possible to see all the great things our area has to offer. 
Traveling is another pastime 
that I hope to continue to do 
more of in the future. I love 
getting to discover new areas 
and learn new things each day.
 
I am thrilled to be a part of 
MPC and can’t wait to see 
what the future holds!

Ken Atkins
Barbara Barnes
Joe Blewett
Sally Bowen
Jennifer Brenes
Ray Clement
Barry George
Anirban Ghose
Mary Ann Gilbert
Tammy Hayhoe
Mike Hays
Abigail Hnizda
Karen Kimble
Bill Lauderbach
Sharon Leenhouts

Katy Leonard
David Molzahn
Elizabeth Neithamer
Vincent Oriedo
David Ramaker
Jennifer Shephard
Mara Simanskey Stewart
Duncan Stuart
Lindsay Thompson
Amy Wilson
Doug Wright

Susan Hoshaw
Doug Ward

WELCOME 2019  
MPC OFFICERS
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COLLEGE CONFERENCE AT MONTREAT 2019 
THE VIEW FROM LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN 
By Maddi Rice
The reason why I’ve kept returning through the Montreat Arch all these years is 
because I still feel like I have the chance to hike Lookout Mountain again, not 
physically, but spiritually, to better my faith journey. And every time I’m there, I feel 
like I’ve reached the top of Lookout again and feel just as overwhelmed with joy as 
I did the first time I physically climbed it. There’s no better feeling than when you 
feel so close to God that you can reach out and hold His hand from a mountaintop. 

I recently had the pleasure of returning home to the mountains with a great group 
of people. What I found through this group from Memorial Presbyterian Church was 
that we still bond or connect so well. Montreat just has a certain way of reintroducing 
you to those who you’ve considered such good friends for so many years. I’ve 
always felt that taking the time to return to Montreat as a college student and young 
adult was just a bit more meaningful than as returning as a high schooler. 

Both stages in life can be positive experiences in their own ways at Montreat. I 
feel as though you actually have the time to experience a glimpse of whatever 
the college conference’s theme is for that year, but more in depth than you do 
in high school because you’ve been out in the real world. Take 2019’s theme for 
example, Compassionate Community. You really find out who you are and who 
you’re meant to become in college, as well as find out who your true friends are. 
In high school, at least for me, I felt like I would have the same friends forever and 

would continue to see them on a regular basis after 
graduation. Not long after my first semester of college, 
I found out how wrong I was. I’ve made new friends 
and have, unfortunately, simply lost touch with most 
of my childhood friends since my senior year of high 
school. It’s nobody’s fault, as this is just a part of life 
that you have to learn to adjust to. One thing I’ve come 
to realize through Montreat’s college conferences is 
that it is the power of faith above everything else, that 
brings members of MPC back together again, even 
when we’ve all been out in the world on our own trying 
to follow God’s plan for each of us. 

We all felt called to return ‘home’ to ‘take a hike’ on 
our faith journey once again. Thank you Megan, Liz, 
Tyler, Jimmy and Nick for the view from atop Lookout 
Mountain during College Montreat 2019. You all are 
some of the most compassionate people within my 
own personal community. 
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Tyler Huntress, Maddi Rice, Megan Ohare, Jimmy Kennan, Nick Jones, Elizabeth Neithamer
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IVAN WOOD
DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES
By Martin Severance

One of the highest traffic areas within Memorial Presbyterian 
Church is the Allen Street Lobby. It is arguably the most used point 
of entry for the building, easily accessible from the parking lot and 
a central point from which to access the reception desk, offices, 
and the upper and lower floors. It would be a safe assumption to 
say that very few people look down as they are passing through 
on their way to someplace else. There isn’t much to see under 
our feet; only a tile floor that is very common to many buildings. 
It’s nothing really remarkable to notice. But the fact that there is 
nothing noticeable about the tile floor represents a tremendous 
success for Ivan Wood.

As MPC’s Director of Facilities, Ivan notices things. He has an eye 
for what looks good, what aesthetics represent the church in a 
positive way, what works and what doesn’t. During one of the lobby 
renovations, the new tile for the floor was NOT working. Only part of 
the floor was being replaced, and the new tile did not exactly match 
the existing tile. The casual observer might not notice a difference, but 
Ivan did. He gave special instructions to the contractors for sanding 
and sealing, to get the appearance of the tile and grout to live up to 
his standards. The first grout didn’t match… so, they tried again until 
they achieved success. A different coating was used for the old and 
new areas to get a uniform look. But the dark flecked pattern present 
in the cream-colored tile seemed to be inconsistent or lacking in the 
new tile. This was rectified with… a black felt-tipped marker. From 
a prone position, Ivan meticulously added black dots and specks 
to areas of the new tile that needed touching up. Once coated, the 
entire floor met Ivan’s standards at last.

Such is the dedication that Ivan puts into his job, to the benefit 
of our congregation. He is responsible for everything to do with 
the physical church building. The duties include coordinating 
maintenance, working with vendors and contractors, negotiating 
services and utilities, haggling on prices, and supervising “the look” 
of the church. It’s been said that Ivan does “everything but preach”. 

Ivan came to MPC in a part-time role in May 2005 and moved to 
full-time in October 2005, hired by the former Senior Pastor and 
Head of Staff, the Reverend David Pierce. Prior to this job at MPC, 
Ivan was an electrician for over 20 years, working for his dad in the 
family business, Select Electric. His brother eventually took over 
the business and was forced to lay off Ivan during an economic 
downturn. About that time, the church staff was being revamped 
and Pastor Pierce recognized the need for a facilities director to 
coordinate the inner workings of the church property. News of the 
job opening reached Ivan via his other brother, and he applied. At 
first, he lost out to another candidate. But after some good luck, 

Pastor Pierce called him and asked if he was still interested and 
would he take the position? He was, and he did. 

It couldn’t have come at a better time. Financial pressures were 
building up after being out of work, and Ivan estimates he was about 
two weeks away from having to make some very difficult personal 
decisions. In his words, the job offer from MPC and action of David 
Pierce “saved my life”. It was a blessing for him, and would turn out to 
be a greater blessing for MPC. 

He got right to work. He didn’t know what to expect when attending 
his first meeting of the Board of Trustees but remembers the Board 
president Gene Yeale going out of his way to welcome him warmly 
and gave him a taste of what the MPC family is like. He quickly knew 
that he had a great job, working for and with great people. He looked 
forward to going to work every morning.

He admits to a little bit of trepidation at first, being associated with a 
church. Religion and matters of faith had not always been a pleasant 
subject for Ivan. Some negative impressions during childhood had 
driven him away from a church structure and organized worship. He 
always believed but wasn’t really interested in having a church as part 
of his life. His new experience at MPC began to completely turn this 
view around. He now saw that a church can be a loving family, not 
always one in thought but united in their love of God and committed 
to working together in mission. Later, this was further evident with the 
outpouring of love and support from the congregation after the passing 
of his daughter. Accordingly, Ivan was able to grow in his faith as a 
result of his job at MPC. 

When you think of the “look” of the MPC building and property, and 
observe how the decor and furnishings are presented with taste and 
class, you can thank Ivan making this happen. A little-known fact is 
that he originally aspired to be a college art teacher. He began the 
curriculum and was highly influenced by his professors, and has 
carried the aesthetic views he acquired into his role at the church. 
When we see the result of his work, then the interest in art doesn’t 
seem like much of a surprise.

Ivan and his grandson at the Midland County Fair.
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Of vital importance to Ivan is making sure that the MPC 
traditions are maintained in the appearance of the 
church. He has read books about Charles Strosacker, 
the church’s original benefactor, to try to understand the 
man whose vision created our wonderful building. “What 
would Charles want?”, is the question he asks himself 
when considering a revision to Strosacker’s creation. 

Along the way, Ivan has refined his management 
skills through experiences he never imagined he 
would have. He had a voice in the new organ and 
sanctuary renovation project, and was consulted on 
various options for design and quality. He has learned 
the mechanizations of the Endowment Maintenance 
Fund, knowing what the EMF can and can’t be used 
for according to its rules. Ivan treats it “as if it were my 
own money” when making decisions. He learned the 
ropes of the office computer and telephone network, 
after David Pierce informed him that he was in charge 
of it. At that time he was made the “first responder” to 
any computer issues, and worked to solve problems 
prior to needing to call a for-hire technician. “I had no 
idea what I was doing, but I figured it out”, he says. 
David Pierce told him that he knew he would.

The MPC building and grounds are recognized within 
Midland and beyond for their meticulous upkeep and 
projected image as a stately house of worship. Ivan 
has instilled a high standard excellence for managing 
the details that result in an elegant worship space for 
all of us to enjoy. In turn, his faith has been renewed 
as he has worked to serve his church family. It’s 
difficult to account for the many things that Ivan does 
to keep our church running. But who knows? Maybe 
we someday we will also get him to preach!

IVAN’S HIGHLIGHTS – SELECTED MEMORIES FROM 
THE DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES

HE SLEPT AT THE CHURCH TO SAVE IT. The newer church wing 
had lost power during a spring season, and the two large 3-phase 
sump pumps in the boiler room could not operate. Late in the day, 
Ivan obtained a used single-phase house pump from a vendor and 
plugged it into the original side of the building still under power. This 
would work well enough to keep the basement from flooding until 
full power was restored. Unfortunately, he realized the replacement 
pump was not equipped with a float or switch to be able to turn on 
automatically as the water level rose. It was too late to contact the 
vendor, so…he spent the night in his office, waking every hour 
to check the water level and activate the pump as necessary. Talk 
about dedication!

THE NEW PARKING LOT WAS A “NIGHTMARE”. When renovating 
the church parking lot, the initial scope was pretty simple: replace the 
small garage building in the center with a shed on the perimeter and 
put down a new surface. The City of Midland gave a preliminary verbal 
approval after a briefing from Ivan, but after seeing the detailed plans 
began to impose additional requirements. Each consultation with the 
city seemed to add something new… 
• “What about water retention?” An underground water handling 

system was added to the scope. 
• “Shouldn’t there be islands in the middle areas?” No, we are 

trying to gain parking spaces here. 
• “No landscaping is indicated on the drawings”. Of course, we will 

have landscaping.
Ultimately, the project proceeded without the islands, but Ivan admits 
he “lost” the battle on water removal. Regardless, all of MPC is 
grateful that he is on the forefront to represent our interests.

WHY, THANK YOU! The efficiency and appearance of the MPC 
building is well known in mid-Michigan. Ivan takes special pride in 
a comment made by an attendee of a Presbytery of Lake Huron 
meeting held at the church. “This church is so clean”, remarked a 
presbyter, “that when you drop a piece of trash on the floor this place 
just sucks it up.”

Left Photo: Ivan in his MPC office. 
Top Right Photo: Ivan and teammates at a golf fundraiser. 
Bttom Photo: Ivan, Wally and George at the MPC Chili Cookoff.
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MARCH 10, 2019 • 4:00 P.M.
MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Saul, written in 1972, by Norwegian composer Egil Hovland, is a dramatic work for organ, 
choir, and narrator. It is a musical depiction of Acts 9, telling the story of Saul’s conversion 
to Paul the Apostle on the road to Damascus. The Reverend Matthew Schramm will 
narrate and provide a brief meditation.

The vesper program will feature several of Hovland’s sacred compositions. Other selections 
include The Last Words of David by Randall Thompson, Ave Verum by W.A. Mozart, I Dream 
A World by Andre Thomas, and Beulah Lan’ arranged by Stacey Gibbs.

The Chancel Choir is under the director of Megan Farison, Director 
of Worship and Arts, with guest conductor George Widiger, 
Associate Director of Worship and Arts. Dr. Adrienne Wiley, 
oganist, will accompany the choir. A dessert reception will follow 
the program in Mayton Fellowship Hall.

Memorial Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir Presents 

Memorial Presbyterian Church is located at 1310 Ashman Street in Midland, MI. For more information call (989) 835-6759.


