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1310 Ashman Street
Midland, Michigan 48640-5493

UPCOMING MPC EVENTS
Lenten Concert Series 
March 23 from 12:00 – 12:25 p.m.

Family Fellowship 
May 23 at 6:00 p.m. 

Palm Sunday 
March 25 at 9:00 & 10:45 a.m. 

MPC 2nd Annual Talent Show 
March 25 at 5:00 p.m.

Maundy Thursday Communion Service 
March 29 at 7:00 p.m.

Good Friday Community Service 
March 30 at First Methodist Church

Easter Sunday 
April 1 at 9:00 & 10:45 a.m.  

Friday Night Voyagers 
April 13 at 5:30 p.m. 

Family Fellowship 
April 13 at 5:30 p.m. 

Presbyterian Women Spring Rummage Sale 
Ingathering: April 29, 12:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
Sale Day: May 1, 12:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
Half-Price Sale Day: May 2, 12:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
$2-a-Bag Sale Day: May 3, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Friday Night Voyagers 
May 11 at 5:30 p.m. 

Family Fellowship 
May 11 at 5:30 p.m. 

Crawfish Boil  
May 19 at 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Movin’ Up Club 
April 15 from Noon – 3:00 p.m.

MPC Church Picnic 
June 3 at 1:15 p.m.

Summer Grief Recovery Group 
Wednesdays, June 6 - August 1, 7:00 – 8:45 p.m.

Vacation Bible School 
June 18 – 22 from 9:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Loons Game  
August 5 at 2:05 p.m.

Neighborhood Revitalization 
August 6-10
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A recently published article printed in the Midland 
Daily News caught my attention. As a pastor of a 

congregation that encourages the pursuit of happiness or 
well-being, I am attracted to notes of wisdom that promote 
this attribute. The article looked generationally on the 
progression of diminishing mental health and well-being. 
A new generation emerges in the fold of communication 
and social media technology. We define “friends” as 
those to whom we are linked by communication devices 
that provide instant rather than lasting connections. The 
article contrasts short-term gratification with long-term 
relationships created and sustained by commitment, 
responsibility, and shared experiences. Those for whom 
community is relationship-based rather than technology-
based testify statistically to improved mental health, well-
being, and happiness. 

This is the good news we seek to practice: Jesus 
defines a friend as one willing to lay down his or her 
life for another. Friendship implies humility, putting 
another before oneself. The greatest evidence of love 
for God is love for neighbor. Love is “patient and kind.” 
Love “bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, and endures all things.” Love “never ends.” 
The response of de-friending a neighbor is missing 
from any interpretation of the Biblical text. 

We live in a fast-paced technological world. We 
interact without knowing the person with whom we 
are engaged. As I think of the moments of greatest 
fulfillment, or happiness, in my life, I draw immediate 
and strong comfort from a history of relationships. I 
draw upon this history in every life season. The impact 
and influence of these relationships are positive. 

With the increasing absence of relationship-building 
opportunities in our social media culture, our faith 
communities affirm the new challenges of welcoming, 
offering hospitality, and nurturing relationships among 
neighbors. We at Memorial Presbyterian Church seek 
to be counted in that number of communities where 
relationships take root and thrive. 

ILLUMINATION
Thanks for picking up Illumination, a publication of Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Midland, Michigan.

Front Cover: Putting their hearts and hands into 
action Mark Maxwell, Linda Kennan and Sam 
Choo volunteer at a Fall clean up location.
Back Cover: 2018 church officer training photo.
 
Thanks to Shannon Oriedo for the photos!
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Happiness Is ...
We celebrate as a faith community our history of pastoral leadership. We have 
learned the lessons of relationships built and sustained through our commitment to 
the love of God through our love for neighbor. Memorial Presbyterian Church now 
enters into a season of its prayerful search for senior pastor leadership. We stretch 
in leadership to expand the reach of our invitation. Happiness is relationship with 
Jesus Christ and with neighbors. There is no access code or password or user 
name required. We hope every neighbor will discover the faith community that 
attracts him or her into the realm of relationships. We post through our hearts of 
compassion and practice of love Christ’s direction: “Happiness is…..”

Wally 

By Rev. Dr. Wallace Mayton, MPC Associate Pastor A WELCOMING COMMUNITY OF FAITH FOR OVER 150 YEARS
MPC is a Christ-centered community of believers that is part of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. We are a welcoming community of faith for all people: sharing, 
growing in, and living the Good News of Jesus Christ! And we live it out through 
worship, study, fellowship, and service. In everything, we want to point to Christ.

There’s a place for you at MPC! We are in the heart of Midland,Michigan, connecting 
people with their faith and one another. You’ll find that we want all people to feel 
welcome to find a place where they can grow in faith and where their gifts can be 
used in meaningful ways that impact this world. We invite you to join us as we 
share, grow in, and live the Good News!

WORSHIP WITH US
We invite you to join us each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. for our contemporary worship 
service or at 10:45 a.m. for our traditional worship service. We are also excited 
to now offer live streaming and on-demand worship services on our website at 
mempres.org.

CONTACT MPC
Memorial Presbyterian Church 
1310 Ashman Street
Midland, MI 48640

Phone 989.835.6759
Web https://www.mempres.org/
Facebook MPCmidland
MPC City Plaza: https://mempres.onthecity.org/plaza
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Thomas Haskell

Art Direction & Design
Katie Horning
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Rev. Dr. Wallace Mayton

Editorial Assistants
Joe Blewett  
Martin Severance
Mara Simanskey Stewart 

EDITORIAL AND PRODUCTION THOUGHTS, COMMENTS, IDEAS?
Contact Illumination at katieh@mempres.org.

Illumination is published by MPC for all congregation 
members and distributed throughout our Midland 
community.
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NEW LOOK, SAME GREAT CHURCH
By Mara Stewart

Over the past year, the Communications Workgroup has been 
concentrating on giving our website a new look. The information 

was good, but the website was “clunky,” outdated and difficult for 
visitors and guests to navigate. Of course these “users” are potential 
new members of MPC, and we wanted to give them the best 
experience possible when they visit our website. A visit to our website 
is quite often the first impression of MPC a visitor receives.

As we looked to freshen up the website, our major purpose was 
welcoming these potential new members. With this in mind, we made 
the redesigned website easier to navigate and more mobile friendly. 
The information a guest would be looking for is easy to find and 
informative to read.

DIVISIONS IN THE NEW DESIGN INCLUDE:
WELCOME TO MPC 
A welcome message and short biography of the Pastor.

GET PLUGGED IN 
Information on Sharing and Living the “Good News.”

MPC CITY SIGN IN 
This if for our current members who can log into the MPC City to 
find out what’s happening in the Church, check their messages, 
and look at the scheduled events.

COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
 Links to the library, preschool, help groups, and more.

WORSHIP FROM HOME 
Direct link to the live streaming of our worship services.

Please take the time to check out our new website at mempres.org. 
Also, log on to the MPC City by following the link on the homepage 
and begin keeping in touch with our church.

SHARING THE LOVE OF CHRIST 
By Nancy Kuper

The Memorial Presbyterian Church 
has been a presence in the 

Midland community for 150 years. In 
the past, Memorial has been generous 
with its resources and this year is no 
exception. Two committees within 
the church accepted the challenge 
to celebrate our heritage with gifts to 
projects in the worldwide community 
and in the local community. 

Reaching Out Regionally and Globally, 
a committee of Session, focused its 
funds on Niger. Niger is the location 
of one of our mission families, The 
Ludwigs. The grant of $75,000 will 
allow for the building and equipping 
two Youth Hosting Centers. These 
centers will serve for education of both 
Muslim and Christian youth.

The Reaching Out Locally, a committee 
of Deacons, chose to give the $75,000 
to Central Park Elementary School. 
There a Central Park Student and 
Family Fund was established. This 
fund will make possible additional 
opportunities for students and families 
that might include field trip or enhanced 
educational opportunities.

Once again, Memorial is spreading 
the love of Christ throughout the world 
through sharing our gifts with those 
around us.

It was the second Monday night of the month and the members 
and their children of Kinship Caregivers Group were assembling at 

Memorial Presbyterian Church. They did not head for the Colonial 
Room for their meeting, but went directly to Mayton Hall for the 
annual Christmas dinner and party.

The younger members had a pizza party and later joined the adults 
in Mayton Hall. There had been rumors that Santa was going to 
pay a visit, but due to a hectic schedule, Santa could not make it. 
Fortunately, Santa’s helpers, Nancy Richey and Carol Macartney, 
had shopped for the 12 children and teens. Anne Husser and Beth 
served as hostesses and greeters for the catered dinner. Everyone 
left the party satisfied and happy.

Members of the group were appreciative of the event and praised 
the thoughtful gifts carefully selected. They loved the nice selection 
of the tasty food, and marveled over the warm welcome Memorial 
provides. Nan Spence, facilitator of the group, thanked Wally for his 
support and compassion for the members and children of the Kinship 
Caregivers. They do not always get this kind of understanding or 
support from the greater community.

Nan Spence recognized this dedicated group of caregivers who 
have been meeting for over 5-6 years. Their mutual moral support is 
amazing and they share with each other what services are available 
in the community. Many appreciate that their children know that they 
are not alone.

The Kinship Caregivers Group is seeking to expand and wants to 
reach out to others in the community who might be in the same 
position – relatives raising relatives’ children. Members are ready 
and eager to develop new ways to publicize the support group. One 
possible selling point might be that besides the Christmas party, there 
is also the annual summer picnic. Last August Deacons through a 
cookout at Plymouth Park and MPC middle and high school teens 
joined in the fun. It was a huge success and the kids really loved 
being with the youth of MPC.

CELEBRATE
KINSHIP CAREGIVERS GROUP 

By Randi Kawakita

Kinship Caregivers offer support for the physical, emotional, and 
social well-being of those who are raising the children of relatives. 
New members are always welcome. The group facilitator is Nan 
Spence, LPC RN, Licensed Professional Counselor. For more 
information call (989) 791-7879.

Second Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m.
Child care provided

Top Photo: Carol Macartney prepare presents for the kids. 
Middle Photos: Christmas party fun and summer picnic.

Photo credit: Carol Macartney and Randi Kawakita
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INTERVIEW
DR. DAN SAPERSTEIN

AN

WITH

As Memorial Presbyterian Church (MPC) 
enters into the process of a pastoral 

transition, where does it stand as it seeks a 
new senior pastor? What challenges face 
the church? The MPC Growing Leaders 
Workgroup sat down with Rev. Dr. Dan 
Saperstein to answer these questions.

Saperstein is the executive presbyter of the 
Presbytery of Lake Huron, of which MPC is a 
member. As presbyter, one of his main duties 
is the health and welfare of the 48 churches 
in the presbytery, which spans from Houghton 
Lake to Flint area and up to the Thumb. 

“You’ve got wonderful gifts in the church, and 
people are wonderfully generous with those 
gifts, especially the gifts of time and talent 
that are required for the transitional life in the 
church,” Saperstein said. 

MPC’s previous senior pastor, Rev. Dr. 
Tom Schacher, has struggled with health 
issues for approximately a year. Last fall, it 
was decided that the relationship between 
MPC and Schacher should come to an end. 

By John Kennett

Schacher went on disability, thus leaving MPC 
without a senior pastor. 

So, how does MPC continue its endeavors to be a 
“church on the move following a God on the move,” 
during this interim period? 

“While you would certainly want to move with 
all deliberate speed, towards securing either a 
transitional or permanent pastoral leadership, this is 
an opportunity for the people in the church to stretch 
their wings a bit and explore and discover new gifts 
that can be used for interim period,” Saperstein said. 

As a denomination, Presbyterians believe that all 
the people of God are gifted in different ways by the 
Holy Spirit for the work of ministry. 

“God gives the church every gift that it needs to perform 
the ministry it is called to do. Sometimes those gifts 
come through calling individuals towards a specific 
ministry, such as the ministry of word and sacrament 
(senior pastor),” Saperstein said. “If you look at the 
list of gifts that Paul talks about in I Corinthians 12, 
Romans 12 or Ephesians 4, you will find that there are 
a variety of gifts.”

CURRENT STATUS OF MPC
From it’s website, MPC describes itself as “...a 
Christ-centered community of believers that is a part 
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). We are in the 
heart of Midland connecting people with their faith 
and one another. We desire to ‘know nothing except 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified.’” (I Corinthians 2:2) 

“One of the great gifts that Tom gave the church was 
the vision. MPC is not in a situation where they would 
need to go through a long, visioning process. You 
have a vision, it is owned by the congregation, it has 
been interpreted to the congregation,” Saperstein 
said. “Right now you are looking for the leadership 
within the church and outside the church that will 
help you fulfill that vision.”

Due to the unique situation surrounding the pastoral 
vacancy, MPC has fairly good stability for a 
transitional church. 

“You are ahead of the game for churches that go 
through a pastoral transition,” Saperstein said. “You 
were in a healthy spot before the transition. You are 
in a healthy spot now.” 

Saperstein’s role at MPC has increased over the last year as the church has 
gone through the health issues of Schacher. 

“Having gotten to know the people at Memorial, I am so impressed with the capacity, 
the energy, the gifts that people use so freely, that have been so wondrously 
received and deployed in the life and ministry of the church,” Saperstein said. 

As MPC segues from one chapter to the next, the challenge for members is 
to not sit and wait for the next chapter to begin, but to see the interim as an 
opportunity for growth.

“In terms of being faithful during this time, one of the things Memorial might 
discover is that the gifts of God are in the whole church. They are not just in the 
professional clergy class,” Saperstein said. 

However, one of the misconceptions that members of “tall steeple churches” 
fall into may be the expectation of the professionalism in the clergy ministry. 

“That sometimes undermines the full use of the gifts of the congregation. It is 
sort of like, ‘we are all professionals, we all do our jobs, and the pastor’s job is 
to do the work of the church,’” Saperstein said. 

Saperstein clarified his statement by saying that the work of any organization does 
not simply happen at the top, it happens by energizing the broad base of employees, 
or members or participants in the ministry, life and work of the organization.

Photo Credit: Nancy Kuper



8Illumination I mempres.org

Herbert was on the organ polishing a bell when Tommy came rushing 
into the sanctuary calling out, “Herbert?” 

“I am over here on the organ,” Herbert calls back. Tommy rounds the 
corner and runs up the steps. He stops in his tracks when he sees 
what Herbert is doing. 

“Is that one of the bells from the tower?” He asks disappointedly. “It’s 
so small. Is that why there can be 15 bells up in the tower?” 

“No, no.” Responds Herbert with a smile. “This is just my hand bell that 
I was getting ready for Sunday. The bells in the tower are much bigger.” 

“Well how big are they and can I go up and look at them?” Asks an 
excited Tommy. “I have been waiting to hear about them.” 

“Have a seat Tommy and I will tell you about them. I’m sorry you will 
not be able to go up into the tower. The bells came by ship all the way 
from a foundry in Holland. When each bell was cast it was marked with 
its size, weight and musical note, ranging from 18 ½ inches, weighing 
240 lbs. to 48 ½ inches and weighing 2,478 lbs! The largest bell is my 

favorite. It has a sound range of three miles and is heard when the 
church clock strikes on the hour and ½ hour. In fact, Dr. Strosacker 
wrote an inscription for that bell which reads: ‘I RING THAT THIS 
WORLD, UNDER GOD, SHALL HAVE A NEW ERA OF PEACE.’” 

“Yes, but why so many bells if they are that big and there had only 
been one before?” Asked a mystified Tommy. “And, who rings all 
those bells?” 

HERBERT TELLS TOMMY ABOUT THE BELL TOWER
By Mike Hoy

MIDLAND AREA HOMES AND MPC
By Joe Blewett

“The chiming of the bells is computer programmed and is able to play a number 
of hymns and tunes depending on the season and special events. That is why so 
many bells are needed, as they each have a different musical note for a variety 
of tunes. Only one bell swings to sound out its note and all the other bells are too 
large to swing and only the clappers controlled electronically, strikes the bell to 
sound the note. The Westminster chime is played each quarter hour which saves 
me from wearing my Mickey Mouse watch,” chuckled Herbert. 
“Where are the bells in the tower?” Asks Tommy.

“Take me outside and I will show you”, says Herbert. Tommy picked him up and headed 
out. Herbert then pointed and said, “Up there, just below the lantern, is the belfry.” 

“I get it”, interrupts Tommy laughing. “The bells are in the belfry! I still wish I could 
climb up there and see them for myself,” Tommy says wistfully. 

“Sorry about that, but even I can’t go up there anymore. Maybe you can join the 
bell choir with me instead?” 

“Do you think so?” Asks a hopeful Tommy.

“Well, Tommy, I need to go back inside and finish polishing my bell,” said Herbert. 

“OK”, said Tommy, “I am going to tell my friends about the Bell Tower.”

Every Saturday between 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. a group of volunteers from multiple 
churches in Midland pick up donated furniture. Gently used furnishings, 

working appliances and other small household items are donated to Midland Area 
Homes – Housing Assistance Center. MAH then distributes these items, free-of-
charge, to low-income, high-need families and senior citizens.

Each volunteering church is responsible for three to four pickups a year. A pickup 
list and the keys to the truck are made available on Fridays. Usually two members 
of the volunteering church meet at MAH on Saturday mornings. 

Many of the pickups are the result of families moving, upgrades or death. We 
have had the great pleasure of meeting many wonderful people that have donated 
goods, but the most memorable experience was a man coming up to the truck 
when we were unloading. He asked, “Do you have a bed in there? I’m waiting for 
a bed.” That experience help remind me of the 
many people in need and the great affect our 
efforts can have on others.

Please consider volunteering for the pickup 
crew and/or donating. 

10/29/2017 C0B0804C-.jpg
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/15f6af18bc97a37d?projector=1 1/1

Clint Shepherd and Andy Leonard prepare for their pickup.

The Shepherd and Leonard boys work with their dads for 
the days MAH pickup.

WHICH SERVICE IS BEST FOR ME?

Do you have 
young or school 

age children?

Do you like 
to sleep in?

NO YES

Do you prefer 
a praise band 

or choir
Do you like 

coffee?

Would you like your children 
to attend in Bible BLAST 

or Youth Gathering?

Would you enjoy drinking it 
during worship or after?

Both our worship services 
offer nursery care.

10:45 a.m. is the 
worship service 

for you!

9:00 a.m. is the 
worship service 

for you!

Do you need 
nursery care?

NO YES

NO YES DOESN’T MATTER YES

DURING AFTER

SOMETIMES YES

PRAISE
BAND

CHOIR

WHAT’S YOUR WORSHIP STYLE?
Use our handy worship service guide to find the best MPC 
service for your lifestyle. 

Photo Credit: Our Journey, 1867 – 2017: Memorial Presbyterian Church 
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MPC AND THE EAST SIDE SOUP KITCHEN

With dignity and respect for everyone, the East Side 
Soup Kitchen provides nutritious meals to all who come 

through the door. MPC’s involvement began in 1997 when 
Associate Pastor Dr. Nancy Young encouraged members to 
volunteer. Today we have a group of three/four members who 
volunteer every month.

BITE SIZE FACTS ABOUT THE EAST SIDE SOUP KITCHEN
1. Two lunchtime meals are served Monday - Friday.
2. First opened January 1980 and served 15 people. 
3. Now they are serving an average of 300 meals each day.
4. MPC volunteers the third Wednesday of every month.
5. Community members of all types participate in the 

meals. There are no limits regarding the degree of need, 
race, or religion. Everyone is welcome for a hot meal.

6. The soup kitchen and St. Mary’s also provide a free 
medical clinic once a week for people without insurance.

7. The soup kitchen and Saginaw Area Foundation for 
Eye Care Eye provide eye care once a month for those 
without insurance.

BOOK SPOTLIGHT!
Want to explore the topics of diversity, 
volunteerism and thankfulness with your 
child? Stop into the Rainbow Library and 
read the Last Stop On Market Street,  
by Matt de la Peña. It is an excellent story 
about life lessons a grandmother teaches 
her grandson on their way to volunteer at 
a soup kitchen. 

GET INVOLVED!
Interested in volunteering at 
the East Side Soup Kitchen?  
Contact Nancy Ritchie on the 
MPC City or call the church 
office at 989-835-6759.

GROWING TOGETHER IN  
FAMILY FELLOWSHIP
By Jennifer Shepherd

When my family first joined Memorial Presbyterian in the fall of 2007, some 
of the most-welcoming people within the church could be found in the 

parlor, on the second Friday of each month. It was here, in a group known as 
“Family Fellowship,” that Clint and I (along with a then-six-month-old Garrett) 
were warmly surrounded and welcomed by other families with young children. 
These families—these new friends—had been gathering on a monthly basis for 
years, and were all at a similar point in their lives. Like us, they were in the thick 
of parenting—they were living the highs and enduring the exhaustion. And on this 
one night each month, we were all encouraged to take a time-out. Following a 
shared meal, the children were treated to a fun evening of games and crafts with 
caregivers, and the adults were treated to a quiet evening of adult conversation. 
Needless to say, it quickly made its way onto our monthly calendar!
 
While the structure of Family Fellowship remains largely the same today, there 
have been a few adjustments. In an effort to reach families with older children, 
and to involve the younger children who enjoy participating in family-based 
activities, we have created the option of a “hosting family.” On a volunteer basis, 
families sign up for a particular month, choosing the date, the menu, and the 
activity. In recent months, the group has bowled at Valley Lanes, volunteered at 
the Shelterhouse Resale Shop, traveled around Midland for a photo scavenger 
hunt, and challenged one another in “Minute to Win It” games, Family Feud, and 
Trivia. When we reach a month where there is no identified hosting family, we 
simply revert back to our staple: gathering in the parlor for a shared meal and 
easy conversation. We meet during the school year only, leaving the summer 
months open for traveling and other activities, and each December, we come 
together for our annual tradition of a holiday catered meal, graciously provided 
by the Church.
 

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines “fellowship” as a “community of interest, 
activity, feeling, or experience,” and “a company of equals or friends.” As a verb, 
fellowship means to spend time with that community of company. Since our initial 
attendance over ten years ago, our participation has been consistent, allowing 
us to meet and develop friendships with countless families. Family Fellowship 
has been, and continues to be, an integral part of our membership at MPC. Our 
children are excited as it approaches, looking forward to time with friends and 
family-based activities. To be sure, time is a precious commodity and how we 
spend it matters. Please consider spending some of yours in fellowship with the 
people on the other end of your handshake and Sunday-morning smile. We are 
waiting to welcome you.

Bowling at Valley Lanes

Volunteering at the Shelter House

Scavenger Hunt – team photo of team member jumping off 
a swing in mid-air

Photo Credits: Jennifer Shepherd’s and Kim Baczewski

Scavenger Hunt – team photo of entire team drinking  
a single slurpee at the same time

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines 
“fellowship” as a “community of interest, 

activity, feeling, or experience,” and “a 
company of equals or friends.” 
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It is considered an honor and a 
privilege to be a part of the ministry 

that prepares the elements for the 
Sacrament of Communion. Communion 
dates are chosen for the year by the 
Worship and Arts Ministry Coordinating 
Team, and preparation teams of two 
(usually married couples) are assigned 
to specific dates. 
 
Preparation begins by purchasing the 
100% grape juice and gluten-free bread 
that constitute the elements for the 
service of communion. In addition, two 
round loaves of bread are purchased for 
the ministers to break during the services. 
The day before Communion Sunday the 
bread is cut into cubes. The round loaves 
are scored for easy breaking and stored 
in the Mayton Hall kitchen.
 
Empty disposable cups are placed in 
the communion trays and are filled 
with the grape juice. There are three 
wooden trays, each holding 40 cups, 
used for the 9:00 am service and 14 
silver trays, each holding 44 cups, 
used for the 10:45 service. Pitchers for 
the communion tables are also filled 
with juice. Once filled, the trays and 
cups and pitchers are placed in one of 
the Mayton Hall refrigerators.
 
The day of Communion the juice trays 
are removed from the refrigerator and 
allowed to sit to reduce condensation. 
Fourteen silver bread trays are filled 
for the 10:45 service and 3 bowls for 
the 9:00 service. The wooden juice 
trays, bread bowls, one round loaf, 
and pitcher of juice are taken to the 
Assembly Room and arranged, two on 
the serving table and one on the side 
as a spare. During the 9:00 service, 
the communion table in the Sanctuary 
is set for the 10:45 service. Fourteen 
silver juice trays, 14 bread trays, the 
round loaf, and pitcher of juice are 
arranged on the table.

 Deacons and elders are assigned as 
communion servers by the office staff, 
3 servers for the 9:00 service and 14 
servers for the 10:45 service. The 
9:00 servers go forward and hold the 
wooden juice trays and bread bowl 
for the congregation to partake of the 
elements individually. For those who 
prefer, there is also an opportunity to 
take communion by intinction.
 
At the 10:45 service, the servers are 
first given trays of bread and position 
themselves along the Sanctuary aisles. 
They begin serving the congregation at 
a signal given by one of the communion 
preparers. They return to the front of 
the Sanctuary and are handed the 
juice trays, position themselves along 
the aisles of the Sanctuary, and, again 
begin serving the congregation on 
the signal given by the communion 
preparer. The bread and juice trays 
are left in the Narthex and returned 
to the Mayton Hall kitchen where they 
are washed and put away awaiting the 
next Communion Sunday.
 
It is truly an honor to those who have 
the privilege of serving the Lord’s 
Supper in love for the congregation of 
MPC.    

Unfortunately, Human Trafficking is 
a growing business internationally 

as well as in the United States. A 
2014 report by the International Labor 
Organization estimated that this was a 
$150 billion dollar industry. It is catching 
up with drug organized crime and is 
believed to soon surpass due to the 
source of income (people) in trafficking 
is reusable. They can be sold and 
used over and over again. A drug is a 
onetime use and then it is gone. 

Human Trafficking is seeping into all 
corners of our nation. Many of us think 
of this as a “Big City” problem. This is 
far from the truth. Cases of trafficking 
are showing up in large cities, small 
towns, and rural areas.

WHAT IS HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING? 
According to Homeland Security “Human 
trafficking is modern-day slavery and 
involves the use of force, fraud, or 
coercion to obtain some type of labor or 
commercial sex act.” 

There are three types of Human 
Trafficking. The types are Sex 
Trafficking, Forced Labor, and Domestic 
Servitude (which could be considered 
a sub category of Forced Labor).

Every year in the United States there 
are thousands of human trafficking 
cases reported. This is only a fraction 
of the actual cases that exist. Why 
are there so many unreported cases? 
Those who are trafficked are fearful. 
They fear their traffickers, who could 
be family members, intimate partners, 
acquaintances, employers, business 
owners, criminal networks, or pimps. 
They fear the unknown. Everything has 
been taken from them. They believe 
they have no power. They have been 
threatened and made to believe they 

have no choice with nowhere else to 
go. They fear the stigma that goes 
along with being “someone’s property” 
and the embarrassment of “acts” they 
have been performing.

WHAT CAN WE DO AS A 
COMMUNITY? 
We can educate ourselves. Google 
“Human Trafficking Midland MI” 
and see what you find. There are 
organizations in this area that are trying 
to help. For example: the Midland 
County Human Trafficking Task Force, 
TriHope, The Chazaq Movement, and 
the Michigan Human Trafficking Task 
Force. For more information regarding 
Human Trafficking go to www.dhs.gov/
blue-campaign. This is the Homeland 
Security site.

We can support agencies that are 
fighting against this atrocity. We can 
keep our eyes open and report any 
potential trafficking situations. (Call 
911 if there is immediate danger, or 
call the National Human Trafficking 
Hotline: 888-3737-888 or text BeFree 
to 233733 with information. Do not try 
to rescue an individual yourself.)

We can pray for the individuals who 
are being trafficked. We can pray for 
the agencies and individuals who are 
fighting the trafficking. We can pray for 
the traffickers. And we can pray for the 
families of those who are trafficked and 
who are doing the trafficking.

Slavery in the 21st century is not 
something we would ever dream of 
having to fight. But it is here, and it will 
continue if we do not fight back. It is up 
to us.

PREPARING THE LORD’S TABLE
By: Tom Haskell
 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
By: Kellie Froelicher, RN, BSN Faith Community Nurse

9:00 a.m. communion setup

10:45 a.m. communion setup

TAKE ME OUT TO THE 
BALLGAME!
By: Elizabeth Neithamer

There’s something about baseball, something magical, 
that makes it America’s sport, “America’s pastime”.  

Sitting in your favorite ballpark with your favorite people, 
watching your favorite team on a hot, sunny day, with 
a hot dog smothered with all the goods in one hand 
and a cold beverage in the other…. Connecting People 
to People (CP2P) exists specifically to visualize, plan, 
sponsor and implement activities that connect people 
through fellowship, food and fun.  So what better way 
to connect with friends and family than to gather over 
a buffet lunch behind third base and cheer on our local 
minor league baseball team, the Great Lakes Loons, a 
single-A affiliate of the Los Angeles Dodgers.  Young 
and old, MPC members and friends from the community, 
multiple generations of the same family, all enjoying time 
with each other and watching a good game of baseball…
add in visits by Lou E. Loon and Rall E. Camel and it just 
doesn’t get much better than that!

Our third annual Loons outing will be held on Sunday, 
August 5th, 2018.  The game begins at 2:05 pm against 
the Lake County Captains.  Tickets are only $10/person 
(the cost is subsidized by CP2P), which includes your 
game ticket and a buffet lunch.  Ticket sales will 
begin sometime around the beginning of July, till then 
get that date on your calendar and look for our ticket 
table in the Allen Street lobby. CP2P + baseball = FUN.  
GET READY TO DIVE IN, IT’S LOONS BASEBALL TIME!
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Memorial Presbyterian Church has faithfully served the Midland 
community in its 150+ years. Even with the most humility, this 

is a vast understatement. The different outreach ministries and the 
ways in which they are conducted are many and diverse. It would 
be a mighty undertaking to try to list all the community assistance 
projects that MPC has ever done, but there are a few that stand 
out as being foundational to our identity, as core examples of how 
we have chosen to serve God by serving others. Efforts like the 
HELP Food Pantry and Operation Fun have left decades of legacy, 
and are hugely significant in their impact on lives. These are only 
two of many examples of our legacy of caring. The MPC Board of 
Deacons takes great consideration in shepherding and sustaining 
the outreach of our heritage and discovering new outlets for future 
ways to reach out locally. 

But, before the Deacons are involved, how does a lasting ministry 
get started? And how does it take root, survive, and ultimately 
flourish? Why do some activities take hold and last for years, while 
others come and go? There likely is not a set formula for success, or 
else everything we try would last forever. But it seems apparent that 
caring individuals are at the heart of any act of service, one or more 
champions for a cause. Someone sees a need, a need that can be 
filled through action. And then, they take that action.

Such an action was taken in 2003, when the church, under the Board 
of Deacons’ leadership, decided to take on a Habitat for Humanity® 
house-build on a church-owned lot on Ashman Street in Midland. The 
new house would be provided to a needy local family under favorable 
financial terms. After encouragement and funding by the Deacons and 
some personal soul-searching, Bob Broekhuizen agreed to lead this 
project. Bob B. had been a Project Engineer early in his career and 
had at least some working knowledge of how things are supposed to 
come together for significant endeavors. But, building a house? From 
scratch? Essentially, everything but the hole?

Thankfully, help presented itself in the form of several caring church 
members, one of whom was Bob Donald. The team from MPC 
worked to identify the major crafts needed within the build project 

and break those down by the specific jobs that were required. More 
volunteers from the church and larger community soon joined the 
work. From there, people were identified who had skills that could 
lead and carry out the different crafts within a job. Sometimes they 
had to wing it. One volunteer church member took it upon himself 
to learn all about siding, teaching 
himself from information found on 
the internet. Improvisations such 
as this enabled the team to move 
forward. When a problem occurred, 
the plan was adjusted and they 
worked to solve it. An attitude of 
“we can do this, we will complete 
this” permeated their work.

The 2003 house-build was ultimately successful as a stand-alone 
project. The alliance could have stopped there. The idea was 
conceived, a plan was made, the church came together, volunteers 
made it a reality, a family in need was helped. End of story. Except… 
it wasn’t the end. The success and impact of the project generated 
a spark within Bob Donald, Bob Broekhuizen, and the other church 
volunteers, and an interest was developed to continue these types of 
efforts. Bob D. himself had some work history with leading projects, 
and found a personal calling with the act of coming together to build 
a structure with your hands to meet someone’s basic needs. 

A new opportunity for a full house-build next came in 2009. The 
MPC Board of Deacons sponsored the new project with Habitat to 
build a house in Coleman for a single mother and her children. This 
time, Bob Donald assumed a leadership role in managing the project 
and making it successful. Further connections with the local Habitat 
for Humanity organization were made, and also with others in the 
community who had similar passions. A Habitat alliance with MPC 
started to take on a more tangible shape; the Habitat organization 
can provide specific projects and processes for carrying them out, 
while the fellowship of hands from MPC can provide the skills and 
labor. Such an arrangement could be beneficial beyond the original 
house-builds...and it was!

More projects came the church’s way. Viable projects don’t need to 
be grand in scale. Not every problem requires a new house to be 
built. Sometimes it might be as simple as providing painting, or fixing 
a leaky roof. There are plenty of ways to positively impact people’s 
lives. The partnership of Broekhuizen and Donald began to operate 
within the community of helpers and linked into MPC for physical 
and financial help to broaden their horizons.

The additional projects included smaller-scale Neighborhood 
Revitalization efforts within Habitat, such as a retrofit of a house 
owned by a young woman with Downs Syndrome. At other homes 
they replaced windows and doors, added insulation, painted, replaced 
roofing and landscaped to improve curb-appeal. There was the building 
of a wheelchair ramp for a needy family, and upgraded landscaping 
for a couple with limited physical mobility. Now working together, “The 
Bobs” learned more and more with each project, and were always able 
to enlist volunteers from the church for the hands-on work.

Beyond this, Bob Donald’s influence grew with the Habitat for 
Humanity® organization. He has become one of the improvement 
leaders that identifies the specific work to be done for Habitat 
rehabilitation projects in the Midland area. Three of the Neighborhood 
Revitalization projects done by the group in 2017 were selected by 
Bob D. personally. The continuous effort and success of the Habitat 
organization is illustrated by a recently created map of Midland that 
shows the house-builds and home revitalization projects occurring 
in recent years. The highest density of the projects occur within the 
neighborhood of Memorial Presbyterian Church.

In 2015, the alliance established by Bob Broekhuizen and Bob 
Donald took on a more formal designation. “Helping Hearts & Hands” 
was created to put a recognizable name to this service fellowship 
that originated from within Memorial Presbyterian Church. It exists 
to link our church directly to the basic living needs of our neighbors, 
so that by working together we can provide relief from challenges 
they may face from living comfortably in their homes. The two men 
recognize that a leaking roof is not just a structural problem… it is 
a life problem. Helping Hearts & Hands works to pull together the 
resources from within the MPC network to make lives better.

Both men acknowledge that it is the culture of MPC with its legacy of 
service that has enabled them to live out their passion of improving 
lives. Bob Donald remains amazed at how much MPC does for the 
community. “The church works as hard on the ‘bottom’ (service to 
others) as it does on the ‘top’ (theological teaching)”, says Bob D. 
“Participating in these projects is a win-win-win; the recipients win, 
volunteers win, and society wins.” For each of them, their work 
continues to fulfill personal missions to serve God by “leaving the 
world a little better than you found it.”

H E A R T S
& HANDS

HELPING

A Fellowship of Action
By: Martin Severance

“The Bobs” have built a fellowship of action that derived from their 
personal callings, and now it has grown into a lasting ministry 
for MPC. It serves as an example to all of us how compassion, 
commitment, and just plain work can result in actions that have lasting 
positive impacts, and it supports the direction of MPC’s transition to 
a missional church, working outward instead of just inward. Helping 
Hearts & Hands has now taken its place alongside Operation Fun, 
HELP Food Pantry, ACT Uganda, and many other ministries as 
one of the lasting legacies of service to humankind from Memorial 
Presbyterian Church.

Top Left Photo: Bob Broekhuizen (left), and Bob Donald - the founders of 
Helping Hearts & Hands, on a job site. 
 
Bottom Right Photo: Map of Midland showing Habitat for Humanity 
projects. Large pins are new home builds; small pins are Habitat 
“Neighborhood Revitalization” projects. The enlarged inset shows the 
density of projects within the MPC neighborhood that took place from 
2010 to 2017. 

An attitude of 
“we can do this, 
we will complete 
this” permeated 

their work.

“Leaving the world a little better than 
you found it.” - The Bob’s

SAVE THE DATE 
       NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION  

       AUGUST 6 – 10, 2018


