
Spring 2016



Illumination I mempres.org

Welcome to Illumination! We are excited to bring 
you so many stories of faith from the life and 

ministry of Memorial Presbyterian Church. We are a 
church on the move, serving a God on the move.
 
As I am writing this, I am looking out my office window 
and watching someone shovel all of the ice and snow 
from the sidewalk. What a cold job. I am so grateful 
though for what he is doing. When the winter months 
were first upon us, I wasn’t certain that winter was really 
going to come at all. It felt more like spring. But now it 
is quite evident that winter is here. The man shoveling 
the sidewalk outside my window would, I think, probably 
agree. I know that spring, the real season of spring, is 
not far behind. And so, the story of God’s wonderful 
creation continues.
 

We are excited to welcome Hannah Steele to 
the Memorial Presbyterian Church team as our 

Director of Congregational Life. 

Hannah graduated from Saginaw Valley State 
University in 2015 with a bachelor’s degree in music 
and a minor communications. She has worked as 
the Director of Contemporary Worship at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church for two years and recently held a 
position with Balance Concierge, working to plan 
events for the staff of Covenant HealthCare.

Hannah grew up hoping to one day work full time in a 
church, and has worked on various outreach projects 
serving the church and community. She is extremely 
excited to be working with the Memorial Presbyterian 
congregation and the surrounding community. She 
currently resides in Saginaw with her two dogs, Gus 
and Bear, whose hobbies include eating important 
items and running around in the mud, and cat named 
Fitz, who enjoys napping in inconvenient places.
 

WE ARE ALL PART OF GOD’S STORY
By Dr. Thomas Schacher, MPC Head of Staff

WELCOME TO THE TEAM

As we move through the seasons, I am reminded, as well, that we are all part of 
God’s ongoing story in this world; we are all part of our community’s ongoing story; we 
are all part of one another’s ongoing story. Here at MPC, our story is continuing; too. 
This amazing church has been impacting Midland and the world for almost 150 years. 
It began with just nine people uniting themselves through faith to serve a community 
that was just beginning to be formed. And now today, we are a church of nearly 800 
active members serving through our faith and impacting the ongoing story of this 
church, our community, and the world. Within the pages of this issue of Illumination, 
you are going to read about some of those ongoing stories: The HELP Food Pantry 
and its connection to the Chippewa Nature Center, mission work in the Czech 
Republic, Operation Fun, Young Life, and a golf fundraiser led by Cameron Lippoldt, a 
college student here at MPC. My hope is that you will be inspired by these stories and 
perhaps find a new page to add to your own story as well.
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ILLUMINATION
Thanks for picking up Illumination, a publication of Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Midland, Michigan.

A WELCOMING COMMUNITY OF FAITH
Memorial Presbyterian Church is a welcoming community of faith for all people: 
sharing, growing in, and living the Good News of Jesus Christ! That’s our Direction 
Statement as a church. It’s what we’re all about. And we live it out through 
worship, study, fellowship, and service. In everything, we want to point to Christ.

There’s a place for you at MPC! You’ll find that we want all people to feel 
welcome to find a place where they can grow in faith, and where their gifts can 
be used in meaningful ways that impact this world.

We invite you to join us as we share, grow in, and live the Good News!

WORSHIP WITH US.
We invite you to join us Sundays at 9:00 a.m. for our contemporary worship 
service or at 10:45 a.m. for our traditional worship service. We are also excited 
to now offer live streaming and on-demand worship services on our website at 
mempres.org/worshipservices/.
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It’s hard to believe that another garden year has come to an end. Was it really seven 
months ago that I walked into the Chippewa Nature Center Homestead Garden 

to begin preparation for the 2015 season? That day on April 4, the garden was still 
mostly bare after the long, hard winter before. This year, I vowed to get into the 
garden early enough to plant the spring crops, like peas and spinach. As I walked 
among the beds that chilly April day, I tried to imagine how it would look come 
summer. So many questions ran through my mind. Would the peas finally yield a 
harvest? What would try to eat the first rutabaga crop I ever planted? Would I find 
a way to hold off the late blight that wiped out last year’s tomatoes? What about the 
cucumbers? Would I finally have to break down and use a fungicide to protect them 
from the browning that killed earlier plantings? All this and more ran through my mind 
as I worked to clean and prepare the planting beds. I moved from one bed to the 
next, pulling the weeds that had wintered over under the snow. I don’t mind weeds. 
They have a role to play – when they don’t grow among my vegetables. Besides, 
they compost just as well as anything else. Some are harder to control than others, 
but that’s part of gardening, and I find weeding very therapeutic. This was the earliest 
I had ever started work in the garden, and I found great satisfaction in turning all 
those untidy beds into clean rows ready to receive the seeds and plants to come. 

A week later, I returned to begin planting the earliest seeds. Spinach, carrots, 
peas, beets, and radishes all went in that day. Coincidentally, the seeds I’d 
planted under grow lights at home a week or so earlier were well up and showed 
promise of tomatoes, basil, and thyme to come. A great treat was pulling back 
the deep straw mulch over the garlic I planted the previous fall to find pale green 
shoots poking out of the cold ground. How does one explain to a non-gardener 
the sense of anticipation I feel when I place the tiny seeds into the chilly soil, or 

bury the garlic cloves in the fall knowing that they will 
await my return in the spring to pull back the blanket 
and bring them into the chilly spring sunlight? 

Once the early crops were planted, I turned my 
attention to the rest of the beds, getting them ready 
for the later crops. In the middle of April, it’s hard to 
imagine the heat of summer to come, with the rapid 
growth of the plants still resting under grow lights in 
my warm house. Would the peas, carrots, and other 
seeds really sprout in that chilly damp soil and grow 
into lush vines, orange roots, and tender leaves? 
As I dug holes to receive the tall buckthorn poles for 

GIVING BACK THROUGH GARDENING
By Rob Maxwell
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the tomatoes, I remembered the thrill on the faces 
of children from previous seasons when they picked 
the first plump, heavy tomatoes. For many of them, 
it was the first they’d ever seen a tomato ripening 
on the vine. As I built the trellis for the cucumbers, I 
remembered the heavy fruit from previous seasons – 
the thrill of spotting the first small yellow flowers and 
watching the cucumbers expand almost overnight. 
As I wove together the thin branches to make a 
support for the runner beans, I could see and hear in 
my mind the hummingbirds that are always drawn to 
the beautiful red flowers. 

Gardening has taught me so much about the joy of 
delayed gratification and anticipation. Gardening 
is all about trust – trust that the seasons will 
change, the sun will warm the earth, the rains will 
come, and the bees will find the flowers. With the 
recent changes in climate and the loss of honey 
bees, that trust is even more important. You see, 
gardening is also about adapting and learning how 
to compensate. It has taught me to find new and 
unique ways to accomplish what needs to be done in 
the garden, at home, and at work. Sometimes those 
techniques have come from the past, using methods 
that have been largely forgotten. My gardening 
forebears learned to cover delicate seeds with 
damp burlap to protect the tiny roots. They covered 
their potato plants early in the season with cheese 

cloth. This way, the potato beetles that had overwintered in the soil would not be 
able to lay their eggs on the crop and would move on to find other host plants, 
leaving the potato vines undamaged. Most obviously, gardening has reinforced 
that old saying “We reap what we sow.” Success in gardening is so completely 
dependent on the work that goes into preparation. The compost ripening in the 
bins through the summer will feed the beds for the next season. Timely removal 
of competing weeds ensures that those tiny carrots will grow into great orange 
roots. Inter-planting with flowering plants like dill, borage, and calendula will 
attract the pollinators and beneficial insects so vital to a thriving garden. 

Finally, this garden has taught me the joy of giving back. Every tomato, carrot, beet, 
pea, etc., from the Homestead garden has gone to support Memorial Presbyterian 
Church’s HELP food pantry, which works with the Midland Country Emergency 
Food Pantry Network, a nonprofit organization that coordinates eight local pantries. 
Since 2012, the Chippewa Nature Center Homestead Garden has yielded 1740 
pounds of organic produce. That’s clean, organic produce going to people struggling 
to provide food on the table. It has also yielded an immeasurable harvest of 
education and inspiration to every person who walked through that gate and 
wandered between the rows. I’ve been able to send people home with seeds to plant 
in their own gardens. I’ve shared gardening advice and been rewarded with stories 
that touched my heart. Stories of other gardens grown, other crops harvested, and 
other meals cooked over other fires. Very soon another season will begin, with a new 
plan, a new seed list, and a renewed sense of anticipation. Winter will yield to spring, 
the sun will warm the soil, and a new crop of hope will grace the rows. 

HELP PANTRY FACTS
• Founded in 1982
• Original pantry was established in a small room 

under the stage of the Assembly Room
• HELP serves four to five families a day, five days 

a week
• Distributes over 400 items each day
• About 65 volunteers from community churches 

that help run the pantry
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There are unique gifts and talents present in all of us. 
For Cameron Lippoldt, that talent is golf. 

Golf has been a passion of his before he could even 
pick up a club or understand the game. His parents 
say that as a toddler, Cameron would perk up and 
get excited whenever the TV was turned to The Golf 
Channel. Soon after, he began to develop his game 
with a plastic toy set of clubs and balls in the back 
yard of his parents’ home. His first actual round of 
golf came at about age five with his father at Currie 
Municipal Golf Course in Midland. His family still has 
the scorecard and pencil used that day.

It’s one thing to enjoy doing something; it is quite 
another to also be good at it. And Cameron is good 
at golf. Really good. That first round at Currie paved 
the way for a mini-career as a junior golfer. Now a 
freshman at Northwood University majoring in Sports 
Management, Cameron estimates he has played in 
more than 200 tournaments. His honors along the way 
include being named the Michigan PGA Junior Player of 
the Year at age 15 and one of two representatives from 
the state of Michigan to the Ryder Cup Junior Academy.

In 2014, MPC Pastor Thomas Schacher spoke to his 
new church about the infinite diverse characteristics 
that make up our world and challenged the members to 
consider how they can best use their individual gifts and 
talents to serve God, the church, and the community. 

CAMERON LIPPOLDT 
By Martin Severance

Cameron heard this message and contemplated what it meant for him personally. 
His best talent was golf, a mere game, a pastime. How could that possibly be used to 
respond to his pastor’s call to serve God?

A conversation with his mother gave him encouragement and helped him to 
develop an idea: A charity golf scramble tournament. Cameron could organize 
a benefit tournament to raise money for the less fortunate in our community and 
beyond. Cameron loves and excels at golf. He wanted to use this as a means to 
help others. It was a perfect union of talents and service!

But how to pull it off? Cameron dove into event organization. He solicited 
sponsorships from local businesses for prizes, food, and drinks. He publicized the 
event in the community and at MPC. He worked with Sandy Ridge Golf Course to 
arrange the date, tee times, and groupings. He found this all to be more challenging 
than he first envisioned but kept going and saw it through to completion with an eye 
on the end goal.

In June of 2014, the first charity scramble was held at Sandy Ridge. Forty golfers 
participated, and the result was over $1,500 raised. The proceeds were provided to 
Chapel Lane Presbyterian Church in support of their mission team to the East Coast 
to aid in relief efforts from 2012’s Superstorm Sandy. The scramble was a success! 
So much so that a second event was held in 2015, this time raising $2,000 for the 
East Side Soup Kitchen in Saginaw. Cameron’s idea and realization of how he can 
use his gifts made an actual difference in people’s lives. 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

“All of us can use what we are good at to 
help. And when you do that, there is really  

no better feeling in the world.”
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One day in the fall of 2015, Cameron returned to his home after school and opened 
a letter addressed to him. He was shocked to learn he was the recipient of the 
2015 “Driven to Serve” award from the Fresh Aire Samaritan Counseling Center 
in Midland. The center gives out annual awards to recognize “individuals and 
organizations who improve the health and vitality of their school, workplace, 
community, or world.” Not only had his efforts helped to make a difference, but 
this was now recognized much more broadly and acknowledged by a proud and 
grateful community.

Cameron is hopeful that golf will be a part of his life forever, even professionally in 
some way. He is eventually going to try to play on a mini-tour and then hopefully take 
his shot at reaching the pinnacle, the PGA Tour. Even if that doesn’t work out, his 
planned degree offers him many options to stay connected to the sport and earn a 
living doing so.

Regardless of where golf takes him, he will always have the experience of hearing a 
pastor’s message, determining how he can use what he does best for the benefit of 
people, and then putting a plan into action to achieve it. “All of us can use what we are 
each good at to help,” he said. “And when you do that, there is really no better feeling 
in the world.” From someone who knows the good feeling of a crisp ball strike, this is 
good advice for all of us!

ART IN THE 
LIBRARY AND MORE 
By Katie Talcott 
The Greenhoe Library is pleased to announce 

the next Art in the Library display will again 
feature several beautiful watercolors by Shirley 
Rulf from March 11 to June 9. The different exhibits 
over the last year have added a new dimension 
to the library and have been well received by our 
congregation. We welcome anyone who has an 
interest in displaying their talents in this manner to 
contact a board member.

Presently, there are adult Easter books for your Lenten 
reading on one of the carts outside the library. You 
might be interested in borrowing Ann Weems’ From 
Advent’s Alleluia to Easter’s Morning Light, a book 
of poetry for worship, study, and devotion. Another 
popular book is Who Is This Jesus by Max Lucado, a 
beautifully written and illustrated book describing one 
of the most magnificent acts of love in history.

In the new book category, we highly recommend the 
timely NY Times bestseller Between the World and 
Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates. While writing a letter to his 
15-year old son, the author examines the hazards 
and hopes of a black male’s life in today’s society.  
We also think you will enjoy 7 Women and the Secret 
of Their Greatness by Eric Metaxas, describing how 
all seven changed the course of history.

In the Rainbow Library, several Easter books are 
available for you to read to your children. Two 
favorites are The Very First Easter by Paul Maler 
and the delightful children’s book The Legend of 
the Easter Egg by Lori Walburg. We invite you 
to follow the colorful footprints into this room and 
make your selection.

Photo Credits: Bill Lauderbach, Scott Lippoldt, and Jane Schacher
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HEALTH LITERACY
By Stephanie Spence

Literacy is defined as the ability to read and 
write proficiently, leading to a competency 

or knowledge in a specific area. Today in 
the healthcare setting, health literacy is a 
proficiency necessary for navigation through 
the maze. This may include the ability to 
fill out complex forms and the capability to 
locate providers and services. The capacity 
to share a personal health history or engage 
in self-care and chronic disease management 
is also a portion of the health literacy puzzle. 
Health literacy should be an essential skillset 
because this type of literacy is needed for 
making appropriate health decisions.

People with limited health literacy may have 
inadequate knowledge or have misinformation 
about the body. They may not understand the 
nature and cause of disease. Because of this 
lack of knowledge, they may not be compliant 
with suggested health guidance and various 
health outcomes. According to www.health.gov/
communication/literacy, older adults, people 
with low income levels, non-native speakers of 
English, and people with compromised health 
status are more likely to experience low health 
literacy.

The Faith Community Nurse can be an invaluable 
resource for assisting congregational members 
to improve their health literacy skills. Prayer is 
an important aspect for decreasing anxiety and 
helping people know God’s comforting presence 
during a health crisis. Educational seminars and 
individual advising sessions about various health 
topics can expand literacy abilities. 

Memorial Presbyterian Church sponsored an 
educational seminar on February 10, titled 
“Palliative Care: The Relief You Need for Serious 
Illness.” This event was free and open to all 
interested members in the Midland community. 
Many people came out to learn about what 
palliative care can provide for those suffering 
from chronic illness or disability.
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SUMMER CAMP IMPACTS LIVES ACROSS MIDLAND
By Chris Tointon

Each summer, approximately 65 kids in northern 
Midland County spend much of their vacation 

surrounded by positive role models while enjoying 
a full slate of fun activities. Where, you ask? At 
Operation Fun summer camp at Greater Midland 
North Family Center!

During the eight-week camp, which runs from late 
June through mid-August, kids participate in active, 
structured activities that give them exposure to new 
and fun experiences they might not otherwise be part 
of elsewhere. They are also given a nutritious meal 
and have an opportunity to go on weekly field trips 
throughout the county. 

“The camp experience centers on fun. We also make 
sure that the kids build connections with positive 
role models. The camp counselors encourage the 
children to get the most out of their camp experience, 
at times even pushing them beyond their comfort 
zones to help them grow,” said Terrah Johnson, 
Family Services director at the Family Center. 
Children who have completed kindergarten through 
age 12 are able to participate in the program at no 

cost thanks to a generous grant provided by Memorial 
Presbyterian Church. “We are incredibly grateful 
for the ongoing support we receive from Memorial 
Presbyterian. Because of this funding, families who 
are most in need are able to have peace of mind 
knowing that their children have a constructive  
and safe environment to spend their summer,”  
Ms. Johnson said. 

Anissa Overly, who participated in the program in 2015, 
wrote a heartfelt letter expressing her excitement for 
the summer camp experience. “It is very helpful to 
our family that this program is here. At camp we are 
always moving. This is a good thing. It means we are 
always having fun,” she wrote. “I think it is neat that you 
guys watch a bunch of kids come here early and plan 
out a lot of activities for the day. That means you are 
committed to camp and that is a good thing.”

Anissa also mentioned that Operation Fun has helped 
her gain important skills that she uses at school. “Our 
counselors also give us time to work on teamwork 
and communication skills that will help us through the 
school year and our adult lives. Teamwork will help us 
to have great friends. Communication skills will help 
us gain trust with people.”

For more information about North Family Center 
and to read Anissa’s letter in its entirety, please 
visit greatermidland.org. 

“We are incredibly grateful 
for the ongoing support we 

receive from MPC!”

Ph
oto

 C
red

it: 
Ope

rat
ion

 Fu
n



Illumination I mempres.org

How often is an invitation presented that states, 
“This opportunity will allow you to be a living 

example of God’s love”? Probably not too often – 
so when Liz Neithamer and I read these words on 
a sign-up to be a part of a Czech Republic mission 
trip, we were intrigued and motivated. This is a 
glimpse into that incredible journey. 

A LIVING EXAMPLE OF GOD’S L    VE
By Wendy Lewis
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A LIVING EXAMPLE OF GOD’S L    VE
An English Camp in Polička, Czech Republic, was 
established twelve years ago by Pastor Tom Schacher 
and Pastor Jan Dus (from the Czech Republic). 
This camp resembles what we think of as Vacation 
Bible School. It is a weeklong camp for children 
kindergarten through fifteen years old. Housed in the 
Evangelical Czech Brethren Church in Polička, the 
camp also uses neighboring schools for some of the 
rotation centers and for lunch. This camp is highly 
anticipated by adults and children each year. The 
success of the camp is due to the combined efforts of 
adults and youth from the Czech Republic and adults 
and youth from the United States – resulting in shared 
ideas, customs, and relationships from both countries. 
Each day the children are immersed in listening to and 
speaking English with events planned in the afternoon 
and evenings for the whole family. Parents from 
Polička and surrounding cities send their children to 
the camp to practice their English – even if they aren’t 
of Christian faith. In fact, the majority of children that 
attend the camp come from non-Christian households 
(80%). An interesting experiment happened two years 
ago. The camp was scheduled for the same time in 
July but an American team was unable to attend. The 
camp went on but was put on solely by members of 
the church’s congregation. That year, approximately 
30 children attended. This past year, when an 
American team was able to help plan and participate, 
over 100 children signed up. But the Polička team 
noticed that children who attend the camp establish 
lasting relationships with each other and the 
volunteers. These children come back year after year 
until they are old enough to serve as volunteers. The 
volunteers will take vacation from their jobs and travel 
quite a distance to attend the camp. They also bring 
new friends and their families.

Planning for the weeklong camp takes many volunteers. It is a huge undertaking 
and the committee from the Czech Republic does an incredible job. They secure 
host families, make dinner arrangements, and provide social experiences for the 
American team. From the moment the plane lands in Prague to the time the team 
boards the plane to return to the United States, every meal, excursion, and place 
to sleep is arranged. This is no small feat as many Czech people (even those 
not part of the camp) want to house an American or have them over for a meal. 
The Czech team also provides interpreters throughout the stay, both during the 
camp and for the extracurricular activities. The American team is in charge of the 
week’s theme, along with planning and leading the different centers. This may 
sound relatively easy, but you have to take into account cultural differences and 
the translation and meaning of many words. There were times the children would 
be totally confused at a word we used, so through pantomime and synonyms we 
would finally be on the same page. This process brought much laughter!

A typical day at the camp begins with the American and Czech volunteers 
gathering in the sanctuary at 8:00 a.m. for devotions and prayer. This is followed 
by a quick meeting for the American team where we learned the day’s schedule 
and new Czech words. 

The children arrive at 9:00 a.m. for energizers and the story of the day. The theme 
for our week at camp was Seasons of Our Life – with an emphasis on storytelling. 
The Bible passage was Ecclesiastes 3:1 “To everything there is a season under 
heaven.” 

The days were put into seasons with Monday/Autumn; Tuesday/Winter; Wednesday/
Spring; Thursday was a special day; and Friday/Summer. On Thursday, each group 
received an ancient scroll with clues written on it and we had to follow the clues 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 “To everything there is a 
season under heaven.”
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around Polička, like a scavenger hunt.
On Monday, the children were grouped by school 
grade and given group names that were modes of 
transportation, such as: helicopters, submarines, 
pickup trucks, motorcycles, jet planes, kayaks, 
school buses, sailboats, trains, and race cars. We 
had a bit of a language barrier when talking about 
pickup trucks and school buses. Each group was 
then tasked with coming up with a team cheer 
complete with motions – quite entertaining! 

Liz was the librarian (with an assistant) and did 
storytelling while I was placed in recreation along with 
two interpreters. 

In recreation, we played games like kickball, parachute, 
duck, duck, goose, tag, and ninja. I struggled a bit 
trying to explain all the rules to kickball so I tried to 
demonstrate it – lots of confused faces. Good thing the 
interpreters were fabulous!

Each group had thirty-five minutes to visit a center 
and then rotate to the next one (Game Show, 
Recreation, Science, Storytelling, Snack). At 12:15, 
everyone came together in the church sanctuary for 
more energizers/singing and then were dismissed for 

lunch. We would walk with the children to the high school (which was just under 
a mile away) and eat lunch together. While walking, the children had to ask the 
English volunteers questions (in English) and we were to answer in English. In the 
Czech Republic, the main meal is served at lunch time so the lunches were huge – 
plenty of time to talk!

As the emphasis of the week was on our life stories, I listened attentively to the 
incredible stories of folks I met – stories of sadness, resilience, rebuilding, and hope. 

Two stories from new friends I met:
1. Marcela 
Marcela grew up in a communist home and became a Christian while at university. 
While she was growing up, her parents didn’t express emotion and were afraid 
to verbalize their thoughts. The family existed by routine and structure with family 
members not allowed to deviate from the predictable behaviors. As she told me 
her story, she was crying, sad because she doesn’t feel she really knows who her 
parents are. They were always guarded, afraid someone was listening to them. 
As an adult, she has a wonderful Christian husband and three children. She said it 
took a long time to feel comfortable letting her guard down and expressing herself. 
To this day, when visiting her parents, she feels their disappointment though they 
won’t say anything to her. 

2. Klara
Klara, an eleven-year-old participant in the camp, has many dreams. She feels that 
learning to speak English will open up opportunities she many not have otherwise. 
She loves to draw and write and hopes to be an author of children’s books one 
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day. Her younger sister, who is eight, wants to write 
books for adults. Klara attends the English camp to 
work on her English. Her parents encourage her to 
attend the camp and take every opportunity to speak 
or write in English. Klara said the camp has shown her 
how friendly Americans are and she would like to visit 
the United States one day.

In turn, I told the children and camp volunteers about 
my life in the United States. My family, my job, and my 
church. Most of our stories were shared while eating 
the delicious Czech meals. 

I felt God working in my life in many ways while in 
Polička. Through renewed energy, remaining attentive, 
and practicing flexibility, I knew God was in control. 
While witnessing to the children in the mornings to 
dining with different families in the evenings, I was 
experiencing new interactions daily. It was through 
these interactions that relationships were formed and I 
had the opportunity to be a living example of God’s love! 

Thank you to the Mission Interpretation Committee for 
their prayers and financial assistance that made this 
trip possible.
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Tommy walked into the church sanctuary in search of Herbert [the resident talking 
Presbyterian organ mouse] and found him on his usual perch on the organ. 

“Hey Herbert,” said Tommy, “I’ve got a question for you.”

So Herbert pulled himself up to his full height and said, “What is it my boy that you 
want to know?”

“The other kids in Bible BLAST were talking about how their parents had gotten 
blue bags to put food in for the church food pantry. What is that all about?”

“Oh yes!” exclaimed Herbert. “It is called the ‘All in the Bag’ Project to help 
supply the food pantry here at church. It is called the HELP Food Pantry, which 
stands for Hunger Eased through Loving Persons. The pantry is part of the 
Midland County Emergency Food Pantry Network. Tommy, do you have a pantry 
at home?” asked Herbert.

“Sure,” Said Tommy. “It is where my mother keeps my Cheerios and my dad’s Twinkies.”

“Very good, so you know what a pantry is and the church have what I would call a 
community pantry. They need help to make sure that there is enough food in the 

HERBERT AND TOMMY HELP THE FOOD PANTRY
By Mike Hoy, Herbert’s story editor and HELP Food Pantry volunteer

pantry all year long and not just at Thanksgiving or 
Christmas,” explained Herbert. “Sometimes others 
need help getting enough food to eat.”

“So the pantry needs help! Boy, oh, boy, I will go home 
to see what I can find in our pantry,” said Tommy, 
getting all excited.

Then Herbert had a thought that he best warn Tommy. 
“Now before you raid your mother’s pantry, make 
sure you ask permission. I’m sure she won’t have a 
problem with you filling the blue bag, but check with 
her first and get her advice.”

Tommy was getting more and more interested and 
asked, “What kinds of things should we put in the bag?” 

Herbert pointed out, “There is a tag on each bag with 
a list of needed items. You could also think about the 
kinds of things that you like to eat and would want to 
share.”

The weather may have been cool outside, but it was 
a sunny, south-of-the-border afternoon in Mayton 
Hall on November 8 following the 10:45 a.m. service 
as approximately 150 people gathered for the first 
annual MPC Chili and Salsa Cook-off. After memorable 
invitations at both worship services from Willy Chili and 
Paco Taco (aka Dave Neithamer and Aaron Orlowski), 
kids, parents, and grandparents alike gathered for food, 
fun, and a little good-natured rivalry as the contestants 
battled for prizes and bragging rights for the best mild 
and spicy chili and salsa entries. The tension was high 
as the distinguished panel of judges (Wally Mayton, Guy 
Lynch, and Kyle Kuipers) made their final selections 
from fourteen chili and seven salsa recipes. The ballot 
boxes were also stuffed and the votes tallied from all the 
attendees to determine the two coveted People’s Choice 
Awards. The winning chili recipes were prepared by 
Andy Leonard (spicy), Mark Spence (mild), and Wyatt 
and Priya Ghose (PC); and the winning salsa recipes 
were created by Irene Broekhuizen (spicy), Kori Orlowski 
(mild), and Elizabeth Neithamer (PC). For the non-chili 

THE PERFECT RECIPE
By David R. Neithamer

lovers or for those who just wanted more variety, a tasty 
taco and dessert bar delighted the crowd. From the 
numerous positive comments praising the event and 
from the suggestions for next year, it was obvious a good 
time was had by all. We want to thank all the participants 
for their enthusiasm and participation. The second 
annual Chili and Salsa Cook-off will be held on October 
16 following the 10:45 a.m. service so start thinking 
about your favorite recipes now as well as some creative 
names to describe them. Willy Chili and Paco Taco 
are already thinking about the next cook-off. Don’t be 
surprised if you see them in some cameo appearances 
in the fall as they prepare to make it even more 
spectacular! The Connecting People to People (CP2P) 
workgroup will also be planning more intergenerational 
fellowship events so look for these opportunities to get 
involved in the life of MPC. 
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“So that’s what they meant about All in the Bag and I 
want to make sure that everyone has enough to eat 
like I do,” said Tommy. Then Tommy joked and said 
“so that is how my family can HELP and it’s All in the 
Bag from our pantry to yours!” He laughed and asked 
“Do you get it?” 

Herbert responded by jumping up and down, his 
whiskers twitching, thinking, my boy has got it; 
hopefully everyone will help out so that no one goes 
hungry on my watch. “That is a good one,” Herbert 
chuckled aloud, “now I will go and check my pantry 
for donations for the local mouse families” as he 
disappeared into his organ pipe home.

The many donations and volunteers allow the 
HELP Food Pantry to serve four to five households 
a day, five days a week, with food items, personal 
care items, and gift certificates to local stores. 
Typically 400 to 500 items a day from our food 
pantry go to supply households in Midland County.

Herbert’s Coloring Corner
Photo Credit: Bill Lauderbach
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Looking back on what God has done in my life over 
the past few years, I am amazed that I have been 

able to partner with Him in His work. God has been 
gracious to include me in 17 weekend and/or weeklong 
trips with middle school and high school students. These 
trips include bus rides of 14-24 hours long, spending 
five days in the wilderness with nothing but a backpack 
full of gear, or even the coziness of the William Black 
Lodge at Montreat College. The one parallel with all 
these trips has been the stress of getting students to 
sign up to attend in hopes that God changes their lives 
as much as He wants to. For God calls all of us to 
develop our relationship through Jesus to partner in His 
grand plan. Anytime you see a youth trip sign-up sheet 
or announcement, please pray for students whom God 
calls into a partnership with Him to sign up. 
 
As you may (or may not) know, Memorial has 
established a partnership with Midland Young Life. I 
would like to share a story that may shine a little light 
on how God created the relationship through these 
two parish and para-church bodies. 
 
In the summer of 2014, two of the three male WyldLife 
(Young Life’s middle school ministry) leaders who 
were supposed to attend summer camp moved and 
were unable to attend. Stepping in to help, I loaded 
up a borrowed van to drive seven of the students 
going to the week-long camp near Hillsdale, Michigan. 
After a week of activities that included a mud pit, 
students putting shaving cream in the leaders’ hair 
down by the beach, long nights playing games in the 
dorms, listening to a week-long progression of Gospel 
messages, laughing, and having the chance to eat at 
round tables to talk with students about their lives, I was 
finally able to earn their trust. That week I thought I was 
a fill-in leader for the trip due to the limited number of 
WyldLife leaders; however, in this trip I would see years 
later that once again God can make us see our short-
sightedness by how small we can view His plan. 

This leads me into the past two months where I have 
seen a few of these exact same students from the 
WyldLife camp enter our church doors and become 
friends with students within our congregation. They 
entered the doors because they had previously attended 
a camp and needed to raise money through fundraising 
to attend our Fall Weekend Retreat. We opened up 

MPC AND YOUNG LIFE – PARTNERS IN FAITH
By Kyle Kuipers

our doors to provide assistance to students if they would help in cleaning up after 
our Thank Offering Dinner. A few students came and started to build relationships 
with students from Memorial’s congregation through cleaning (a teenager’s worst 
nightmare). During the Fall Weekend, the relationships continued to build, but they 
continued through these same students seeing each other every Wednesday during 
Lunch Club. Using the phrase Lunch Club, lets students know there is a room in one 
of the high schools where they can bring their lunches and meet friends to play games 
or simply talk with each other and myself. Then after our Fall Weekend in the middle of 
November, these students and students from our congregation were able to develop 
their relationships even deeper through conversations about Jesus and their faith. At 
a Young Life leader meeting in December, I heard names of students from our church 
being mentioned as these leaders “had a heart” and were praying for our students 
because they also met for the first time during the Fall Weekend. 

This leads me to what I really want to tell you about Memorial Presbyterian 
Church and Young Life’s partnership in God’s work in this community. After two 
and half years we have students who come to MPC youth group events that are 
not involved in other churches, we have Young Life leaders praying for students 
of the MPC congregation, and we have relationships being built around God 
between students who have grown up in MPC with students who have not. So 
what is the partnership really about? It is about students connecting with other 
students, students connecting with other adult leaders grounded in a relationship 
with Jesus, and students growing in knowledge about Jesus to where they can 
build relationships that are at the core founded to bring us closer to God. This 
partnership is acknowledging that we here at Memorial are Children of God and 
wish to bring those around us in Midland into God’s Kingdom, walking side by side 
just like the animals entering Noah’s ark, in perfect partnership.
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As a church on the move, serving a God on the move, 
we are excited to be launching The MPC City. The MPC 
City is a private online community for our church where 
people can join groups, build relationships, give online, 
and find new ways to connect and do ministry together. 

Today people are connected more than ever before. 
The MPC City allows everyone to stay connected 
even after church by keeping conversations going, 
having prayers seven days a week, being a safe forum 
for youth to grow in faith and ask questions to youth 
leaders, sharing opportunities to help neighbors, joining 
small groups, participating in virtual Bible studies, and 
staying up-to-date on all upcoming church events. It’s 
a whole new way to do church ministry and brings us 
together in exciting ways.

THE MPC CITY
By Katie Horning

The MPC City is completely web-based so you will be able to access our community 
from any connected computer or from the native mobile app on your iPhone or 
Android device.

We are in the first phase of our launch and are currently on-boarding workgroups and 
church leaders. These key people will become the shepherds for the congregation 
come April when it becomes available to the entire church. Stay tuned! As our MPC City 
grows, it offers an opportunity to show the community who we are. 

If you are friend or a visitor of MPC, The MPC Plaza will be your place in the MPC City. 
The Plaza allows you to get a sense of what is happening at MPC, see upcoming 
community events, and be encouraged to visit us and become part of our faith family.
 
Watch the weekly worship guide for more information on The MPC City in the upcoming 
months. We are excited to become neighbors with you in a new way this year!
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This February marks the 40th ordination anniversary of our own Pastor Wally Mayton. Many of you have known Wally for many of 
those years, and MPC and the Midland community have been so blessed to have him serve as associate pastor and on so many 

boards and committees. To celebrate this anniversary, we put together a list of questions for Wally to answer about things people might 
NOT know about him but always wanted to ask. 

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW WALLY MAYTON? 
By Jane Schacher

How many hugs have you gotten in your 40 years as a minister?  
40 years of approximately 52 Sundays each in addition to weddings, funerals, hospital and care visits, and 
community and church events… 365 days a year, not counting leap years, with an estimated average of 
seven per day and an additional 40 per Sunday… 184,000! I dare anyone to demand a recount! 

What is an item you can’t leave home without?  
Currently that would be my office and church keys, my hospital ID badge, and, believe it or not, my cell phone 
(my link to family events and calendar). I also would be challenged to leave home without a wake-up shower. 

How many committees/community organizations have you been on?  
I attempted a list and arrived at 44 in the Midland community, with gratitude and appreciation for all these 
opportunities. I like to meet people and to serve. 

Where did you go on your honeymoon?  
Port Aransas, Texas on the Gulf, (Lindsay’s family’s vacation spot). 

What is your favorite food/place to eat?  
Sanitary Fish Market in Morehead City, North Carolina.  
(I shall offer a local shout-out to Grand Traverse Pie Company, owned by our own Karie Lyons!) 

Do you have a place on your bucket list you hope to go when you retire?  
Any beach scene where it is warm, sunny, and near water. 

How do you like to spend your leisure time?  
Reading, writing notes, working in the yard, lounging (a Mayton family legacy). 

Do you have a favorite sport?  
Swimming… It’s the water attraction again; I am more coordinated in the water than I am on land! 
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What is one thing no one knows about you?  
In high school I was a member of the Royal Guard for the Memphis Cotton 
Carnival King and Queen, complete with uniform and royal saber. To begin 
the Carnival week our court arrival was on the royal barge riding up the 
Mississippi, complete with fireworks upon embarking in downtown Memphis. 

What made you decide to become a pastor?  
Encouragement of friends who insisted I was too 
kind to be anything else. 

Or, if you didn’t become a pastor, was there  
something you dreamed about being when you  
grew up?  
I wrote a paper in high school on this subject with my  
response being an Olympic swimmer. Talk about a  
dream! I ended up pursing a dual degree in law and ministry; as we  
all know, I ended up going with ministry. Lindsay and I get a good 
laugh at the memories and the idea she almost married a lawyer. 
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1310 Ashman Street
Midland, Michigan 48640-5493

Gifts of Women Tea
March 6, 3:00 p.m. 

Art in the Library Exhibit: Shirley Rulf
March 11 – June 9

Voyagers 
March 11, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
April 8, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m.
May 13, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Family Fellowship
St. Patrick’s/Easter: March 11, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Spring Celebration: April 8, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Mother’s Day Celebration: May 13, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Park & Picnic: June 10, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Vespers 
Alma College Choir: March 4, 7:30 p.m.
Organ Recital: May 27, 7:00 p.m.

Understanding the Homeless Problem in Midland
March 19, 9:00 a.m. – Noon

Palm Sunday 
March 20, 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly Room and  
10:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Maundy Thursday
March 24, 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Good Friday Community Service
March 25, 11:30 a.m. at First United Methodist
 
Easter Sunday
March 27, 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
Children’s Easter egg hunt immediately following the 10:45 a.m. 
worship service

March Madness
April 4, 7:30 p.m. NCAA college basketball championship 
game at Big E’s. Game starts at 9:00 p.m. 

Presbyterian Women Spring Rummage Sale
Ingathering: May 1, 12:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Sale Day: May 3, 12:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Half-Price Sale Day: May 4, 12:00 – 6:00 p.m.
$2-a-Bag Sale Day: May 5, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

4th Annual Crawfish Boil 
May 21, watch mempres.org for more information

Summer Grief Recovery Group
Wednesdays, June 8 - August 3, 7:00 – 8:45 p.m.

Vacation Bible School 
June 20-24, 9:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

UPCOMING MPC EVENTS


