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Share, Grow, Live!
Those three words wonderfully describe what we’re 
all about here at Memorial Presbyterian Church. In 
everything we want to share, grow, and live the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. So, throughout the pages of 
this edition of Illumination that’s what you are going 
to discover. You are going to read about many of the 
wonderful people and ministries that make up MPC. 
I hope you enjoy learning more about our life and 
ministry. I invite you, as well, to come and discover 
for yourself all that God is doing in and through this 
wonderful church. 

Dr. Thomas Schacher, MPC Head of Staff

After a significant life change of becoming engaged 
to Tiffany Coffing in January, we have been deep 

in prayer and discernment as to what and where God 
is calling the two of us to start our life of ministry 
together. After our wedding on August 12, we moved 
to Golden, Colorado. I have accepted a position as the 
Area Director of Central Jefferson County. Included in 
this part of the county are two cities, Golden and 
Wheat Ridge, which are just west of Denver. 

My role as Area Director will primarily focus on being 
the spiritual leader for the community and to find support 

through fund-raising as well as getting the community members involved in reaching 
every adolescent in Jefferson County. In addition to developing community support, 
I will be recruiting, training, and supporting our volunteer leaders that are directly 
involved in the lives of teenagers. Currently there are three ministries in central 
Jefferson County; we hope to grow our ministries by starting more clubs in new 
middle schools, high schools, and in the future start an outreach ministry in a local 
college. Tiffany has been blessed with a great opportunity as well. God has provided a 
path for Tiffany’s passion to teach American Sign Language (ASL) as she has been 
recently hired to teach ASL in a charter academy nearby. This school has just 
started the program to incorporate ASL as a world language and is looking to her to 
develop the program over the next few years. 

I am extremely honored to have served here at Memorial Presbyterian Church and 
will greatly miss the relationships with students and members of the church. I pray 
for growth, but also for the congregation to continue to seek a life mirroring Jesus’ 
examples to display God’s love to those around us in the community. Brothers 
and Sisters in Christ, from the bottom of my heart I want to say thank you! Please 
continue to support our youth in their faith as it is the most important journey in 
everyone’s life.

Kyle Kuipers served as Director of Youth Ministries since 2013. For more 
information about MPC youth activities, visit mempres.org. 

CELEBRATING NEW BEGINNINGS
By Kyle Kuipers
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A WELCOMING COMMUNITY OF FAITH
There’s a place for you at MPC and we invite you to worship with us on Sundays 
at 9:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. You’ll find that we want all people to feel welcome, 
to discover a place where they can grow in faith and their gifts can be used in 
meaningful ways that impact this world.

Join us as we share, grow in, and live the Good News!
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The iconic bell tower of Memorial Presbyterian Church has graced the Midland 
skyline since it was built in the early 1950s, and the chiming of the bells 

can be heard across the city. Here are some fun facts about one of the most 
recognizable features of our church building, and the bells housed inside. 

• The bell tower stands at 172 feet high and is the tallest structure in Midland. 
• The bells were purchased in 1951 from Royal Eijsbouts, a bell foundry in Asten, 

Netherlands, in affiliation with Gillett & Johnston, Ltd., of Croydon, England.
• The bells were the first of their kind to be imported into the United States. 

The total cost for the bells and tower clock was $20,642.32. 
• The tower houses fifteen individual copper-tin alloy bells, weighing a total of 

12,243 pounds. The smallest bell weighs 140 pounds, and the largest weighs 
2,478 pounds. 

• Fourteen of the bells are stationary and their sounds are made by striking 
with a clapper. Only one of the bells swings to sound its note.

• Control of the notes played is done by a computer, or the clappers can be activated 
manually. More than 60 church hymns have been programmed into the computer.

• For many years, all of Midland has been entertained by portions of the 
familiar “Westminster” chime played every quarter hour from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
each day, except Sunday mornings. 

We gratefully acknowledge the dedication of the late Bill Bridge, who served as the 
longtime caretaker of the bells and kept meticulous records from which these facts 
were gleaned.

CONTACT MPC
Memorial Presbyterian Church 
1310 Ashman Street
Midland, MI 48640

Phone 989.835.6759
Web mempres.org
Facebook MPCmidland

Sign up for the MPC eNewsletter, a weekly email 
updating key ministry event information and 
announcements. Subscribe today at mempres.org.

EDITORIAL AND PRODUCTION THOUGHTS, COMMENTS, IDEAS?
Contact Illumination at katieh@mempres.org.

Illumination is published by MPC for all congregation 
members and distributed throughout our Midland 
community. It is also available electronically on our 
website, mempres.org/illumination.

Left Photo: Bells will be hung in top (narrow) 
portion of the tower, 131 feet above ground. 
Size of tower is indicated by figure of man 
shoveling snow from scaffolding. (Saginaw 
News, November 11, 1951)

Right Photo: Bells are hung in scaffolding 
in Holland before shipment to America. 
The Eijsbout-Lips factory is near a church. 
(Saginaw News, November 11, 1951)
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Camp Fish Tales sits on a picturesque 67.5 acres near Pinconning. Woods, 
surrounded by wildlife and host to a beautiful lake, is every campers dream! 

But the dream does not end with the surroundings. Camp Fish Tales is a specially 
designed camp that provides a unique and exciting outdoor experience for 
individuals with special needs.

Camp Fish Tales is 100 percent barrier free and wheelchair accessible, providing 
a true camp experience. Amenities include a dining hall, recreation room, medical 
building, archery and gun ranges, a beach with an accessible dock, and a pontoon 
boat for fun and fishing! There are 5,000 feet of wheelchair-accessible natural trails 
that have access to every camper’s delight, an amphitheater for evening fun and a 
fire pit for s’mores!

The staff-to-camper ratio of 1:1 allows each camper to develop a sense of 
independence, meet new friends, develop social skills, and build confidence. They 
believe having a safe environment and being able to have an “away from home” 
experience is imperative to the growth and development of their campers. The camp 
also allows for a little respite for caregivers. Camp Fish Tales makes every effort to 
allow and encourage campers to do whatever it is they want to accomplish. With each 
small success, campers’ self-esteem grows and their level of independence increases!

The Deacon’s Reaching Out Locally Workgroup was delighted this past year to provide 
$7,500 to replace all the worn cabin mattresses. Believing in the true Michigan spirit of 
enjoying our summers to the fullest, we were delighted to know that the camp was built 
by parents and volunteers who believed in the same experiences being available to all, 
regardless of challenges.

HELPING EVERYONE ENJOY 
MICHIGAN SUMMERS 
By Diana Brookens

Photo Credits: Art Kuper and Mike Hoyt

For more information about Camp 
Fish Tales visit campfishtales.org.

WOMEN’S HABITAT BUILD
Thursday, May 5, the ladies of the 
MPC staff had the opportunity 
to volunteer at the Women’s 
Habitat Build. Sheryl, Lisa, Naomi, 
Hannah, Leah, and Katie helped 
build and install framing for the 
house. The women’s build creates 
an environment in which women 
feel comfortable learning new 
skills while building a new home. 

Memorial has joyfully supported 
Habitat for Humanity for the last  
15 years and actively participates in 
the Mission Midland build every fall. 

IN MIDLAND

UNDERSTANDING
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It started with a question last fall. “Do you know Alice?” It was followed up by 
an invitation to meet “her” in Mayton Hall at noon on November 15, 2015. 

Curious members of the congregation “met” her and came to know the facts and 
statistics of the poor and working poor living in our community.

“ALICE” stands for Asset Limited Income Constrained Employed, more commonly 
referred to as “the working poor.” In Midland County, 13 percent of households are 
living below the federal poverty line. In addition, the working poor, which comprise 
19 percent of households, cannot afford to live in Midland. Members of Memorial 
Presbyterian Church’s Reaching Out for Justice and Peace Workgroup sought 
to inform, inspire, and invite members to join this workgroup and seek possible 
solutions for those in need of adequate housing Midland County.

Memorial has been very concerned about affordable housing in Midland for several 
years and used some of the extra money from the 2010 new organ capital campaign 
to help build two duplex homes on Gerald Court in Midland in 2014.

A seminar open to the congregation and the community, “Understanding The 
Homeless Problem in Midland,” was held on March 19. Five agencies presented 
their respective missions, their offered services, and their plans for the future. 
Midland County has a number of shelters and offers a variety of services for the 
homeless and the working poor. From the “first call for help” for emergency shelter 
to securing safe, stable housing, Midland agencies seek to support their clients 
through a number of services and job training. The agencies have frequently 
coordinated their efforts to reach out to more residents.

Sharon Mortensen, President/CEO of Midland Area Community Foundation, served 
as moderator of the lively panel discussion, representing the Health and Human 
Services Council. The issues are complex and multifaceted and one agency cannot 
solve all the challenges of the homeless in our community. Sharon emphasized that 
clients are on a continuum and agencies work together to support the clients.

Nancy Money, Executive Director of Midland Area Homes, Kirsti Carlsen of 
Affordable Housing Alliance, Renee Pettinger, Executive Director of Open Door 
Mission and Mercy House, and John Congleton of New Hope Village were members 
of the panel. They were able to share their experiences and philosophy and develop 
answers to the big questions: Who are the homeless? Where do the homeless go? 
Who provides support and care?

By Randi Kawakita

After the formal presentations and panel discussion, 
Sharon Mortensen opened the discussion to the 
audience members. Many community members 
introduced themselves and their agencies. The 
audience participation expanded the robust discussion 
and provided presenters and participants many rich 
networking opportunities. Suggestions were made on 
how participants could support the work of different 
agencies, financially and with specific volunteer 
opportunities.

One community participant at the end of the seminar 
shared with committee members that this event was 
“time well spent.” Thanks to the moderator and four 
presenting members of MPC, professionals and 
concerned citizens are more aware of the many 
facets of the issue of homelessness in Midland. We 
are hopeful that with increased awareness comes an 
increased commitment to working with this population. 

Many opportunities abound for us at Memorial 
Presbyterian Church to Reach Out For Justice and 
Peace in Midland, Michigan. If you are interested 
in joining this workgroup, please contact one of the 
committee members.

IN MIDLAND

UNDERSTANDING

Randi Kawakita (left) & Dr. Nikita Murry, of The Go Back Project
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Worship services at Memorial Presbyterian 
Church have many elements, all designed 

and intended to provide a means for spiritual growth 
for our congregation and visitors. The scripture 
readings, sermons, music, and testimonies can 
contain powerful messages that are a transformation 
to those who hear them. 

Thankfully, we can do just that… we can hear the 
messages due to the faithful work of our Worship 
and Arts Ministry audio-visual team, led by Patrick 
Hnizda. Pat volunteers his time and talents in service 
to our church so that we can enjoy a basic need of 
Christian worship… to literally hear God’s word.

Pat and his wife, Sheryl, moved to Midland in 1997 
and joined MPC the following year. Over the next 
several years they attended regularly as their family 
grew with the addition of three daughters. The typical 
busy times of young family life and jobs did not allow 
much room for volunteer activities, but the Hnizdas 
were involved in Family Fellowship and made some 
enduring friendships in the church. 

PATRICK HNIZDA 
By Martin Severance

Pat’s first foray into volunteering was to serve on the 
Nominating Committee, the team responsible for 
identifying and recruiting members to serve as officers, 
Session members, Deacons, and Trustees. Following 
this, he was asked by good friend Mary Ann Gilbert if 
he would consider becoming a part of the church’s 
audio-visual team. Her late husband, Pete, had been an 
integral part of the AV team for years, and she thought 
Pat would be a good fit for this job.

And she was right. Working with audio-visual systems 
fell right into Pat’s wheelhouse. It so happens that he 
had extensive personal experience with sound systems 
as an amateur musician. He happened to own a 
24-channel mixing board that he used to make personal 
recordings. When considering how to use one’s talents 
to serve the church, it is hard to come up with a better fit.

In 2012, Pat accepted a nomination to be an elder and 
serve on the Session. After a year, he became chair of 
the Worship and Arts Ministry Coordinating Team. On 
Sundays he works with the team in the control room in 
the hallway just off the side entrance to the sanctuary, 
making sure the audio levels are acceptable and video 
cameras are functioning. You know he and the team are 

doing a great job if you never have to think about them.

During his tenure, Pat has further used his skills to troubleshoot sound issues as they 
come up. The changes to the sanctuary and chancel with the Letourneau organ 
installation in 2011 improved the acoustics in that large space but brought along some 
surprising challenges. Altering the fixed privacy screens in front of the choir created a 
situation where choir members could not understand the pastors speaking 30 feet 
away from them. Various audio “dead zones” were discovered in the sanctuary. 
Through it all, Pat has patiently worked hard with the team to resolve these issues.

After several months of being short-staffed, the audio-visual team has been blessed 
with several new volunteers to ensure adequate coverage on Sunday mornings. 
More helpers are always welcome, and the job is pretty easy. Their mantra is, “If you 
can work a car stereo, you can serve on the AV team.” 

Volunteerism at Memorial Presbyterian Church takes many forms, but we would 
be hard-pressed find a better mix of talents and service than Pat Hnizda. Pat 
credits his “maturing attitude” as being what led him to discover where he could 
use his gifts to serve God, realizing that we are all needed to keep the mission of 
our church headed in the right direction. Think of the possibilities for our church if 
this could be realized by all!

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
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The Vespers Concert Series, now in its twenty-
third year, brings local and regional talents to the 
marvelous acoustics of the sanctuary at Memorial 
Presbyterian Church. Attendance is free and open 
to the public: contributions are always accepted and 
are used to defray expenses. Come visit us for one 
or all of our concerts and you’ll be supporting and 
encouraging music and musicians from our area. 

2016-17 Vespers Concert Series Events

October 9, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. 
Dorothy Moll, organ, and Susan Mercy, violin

November 13, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
Kent Dennis Recital, Patti Bowen, organist

November 27, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. 
Annual Messiah Sing

February 19, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. 
Midland Handbell Festival

March 1, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. 
Hope College Choir

May 7, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. 
MiJung Trepanier, piano 

For more information, visit mempres.org.

CELEBRATING 23 YEARS OFMPC MOMENTS: 
WERE YOU SPOTTED?

By Guy Lynch
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YOU ARE PART OF YOUR 
HEALTHCARE TEAM
By Kellie Froelicher, RN, BSN

You are an essential part of your healthcare team.  
You are the one who can provide medical history, 

explain symptoms, and discuss pain as to location,  
intensity, and description. Your physician makes  
decisions and recommendations regarding your  
diagnosis and treatments based on the symptoms you describe,  
the results of your physical exam, and the results of tests and lab work. If you 
understand your diagnosis and options, you will be able to make better decisions 
and better cope with your condition.

To begin with, make sure you have a primary care physician and physician’s office 
that you feel comfortable with and confident in. This is the individual and office  
that can help you organize your health care. This is the individual who can 
help you decide on specialists and be the communication hub between various 
disciplines of your health care. 

When going to a doctor’s appointment, make sure you are prepared. Take a notebook 
or pad of paper. Make a written list of any questions or concerns that you want to 
discuss with your physician (or physician’s assistant or nurse practitioner, depending 
on who your appointment is with) and take the list with you to the appointment. 
Prioritize your questions and concerns and stay focused while discussing them. 
Check them off after they are discussed so you are sure you do not miss anything.

When you are relating information regarding an accident or incident or symptoms, 
make sure to be honest and thorough. Your physician needs to know and understand 

the whole story. Make sure you relate the details, including what you were 
doing at the time, where you were, how long ago this happened, if 

this has happened before, and if anything makes it better. 
Make sure you are completely honest (even if you 

are not proud of what the truth is). It is 
very important for the details to be 

complete and accurate so 
you can receive the 

care and 

treatment that you need. Writing 
down these facts is very helpful in 
making sure that nothing important 
gets missed.

Make sure you ask questions if you 
do not understand a word that is 
being used or directions that are 
being given. Keep in mind that if you 
do not understand something, it is  
not because you are not smart, it 
is due to the fact that the medical 
profession has a medical language 
that we did not all grow up with and 
sometimes the professional you are 
talking with may forget this. 

During your appointment, use that 
pad of paper that you brought to write 
down your physician’s instructions 
and highlights of the conversation 
so you can refer to it when you get 
home. If you are discussing options 
for treatments or preventions, discuss 
the pros and cons of all the options so 
you can make an informed decision 
with your physician. Take a friend or 
family member with you if you feel 
comfortable with this and if you feel it 
would help to have another set of ears 
there to listen and remember. But 
don’t forget that you are still in control 
of the appointment, so make sure you 
communicate to your companion that 
their role is just to assist you.
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Make sure to keep your physician updated regarding 
any changes in medications, treatments from other 
physicians or the dentist, appetite, sleep, weight, 
activity, or energy levels. Remember to repeat all 
the information to your physician even if you have 
already related that same information to the nurse or 
medical assistant. The information does not always 
get passed along unless you pass it along yourself.

If after your appointment you are at home and think of questions or concerns regarding your 
appointment or condition or treatment, make sure to call the office and ask. It may be that you 
will have to leave a message for the physician or nurse to return your call. The call should be 
returned in a timely manner. Remember, making sure everyone (and that includes yourself) 
understands the details of your condition and plan of care is so very important to you receiving 
all the care that is available. Before making the phone call, organize and write down your 
thoughts so you make sure all your concerns are addressed.

If you have concerns regarding the way a situation was handled or with something that was 
said by your physician or the physician’s staff, be open and honest about it. Be direct when 
discussing this but do not be judgmental. For example, you might say: “I realize that you 
care for a lot of patients and are very busy, but I feel frustrated when I have to wait for days 
for you to return my call. Is there a way we can work together to improve this?” (“Talking 
With Your Doctor,” National Institute on Aging). Misunderstandings happen and the earlier 
a solution is found the better the results. If you still are feeling uncomfortable with the 
situation or if you feel your physician does not take your concerns seriously, you may need 
to consider finding a new physician.

Take the time to learn about your condition. Ask your healthcare workers for reputable sites on the 
internet or reputable organizations to contact to research your health situation. Discuss what 
you have learned with your physician or another member of your healthcare team. 

Some resources for more detailed information regarding this topic are the 
National Institutes of Health (1-301-496-4000 or www.nih.gov), the National 
Institute on Aging (1-800-222-2225 or www.nia.nih.gov/health), or there is 
a website created with seniors in mind at www.nihseniorhealth.gov. These 
sites have free literature and some have videos to watch or DVDs that are 
also available. Stephanie Spence, RN, and Kellie Froelicher, RN, the Faith 
Community Nurses at Memorial Presbyterian Church, also have some free 
literature available. If you are interested, please contact them at (989)835-6759 
(the church office); at the Nurse Office number (989)631-5690; or by email: 

stephanies@mempres.org or kellief@mempres.org. They will be 
happy to provide you with the literature.

In summary, the important points are to be open and honest and 
communicate. Do not be afraid to ask for further explanations, 
which could include verbal explanations or written or recorded 
materials. Make sure you have a record (either written or auditory) 
of what you want to ask and the directions that you are given so 
there are no misunderstandings. These items are all very important 
to be able to receive the best and most appropriate health care for 
your individual situation.
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It’s an exciting time in MPC history; we are 
doing more than ever to share, grow, and 

live the Good News. We have new monthly 
intergenerational events, exciting children’s 
and family ministries, programs for teens 
and young adults, the launch of the MPC 
City, and of course weekly services where 
we can all come together to praise God! 

With all of this in mind, it’s time to celebrate. 
Get ready for our 2016 Fall Festival on 
September 11! Join us for a single worship 
service at 10:00 a.m., get your key to 
the MPC City, join us for lunch (the meal 
includes hotdogs, chips, and watermelon 
and is the perfect end-of-summer meal)  
in Mayton Hall, then head outside for  
festival fun. 

Free lunch is just the tip of the iceberg 
for Fall Festival! Outside we will have 
some awesome activities for your family. 
Enjoy games, bounce houses, face 
painting, and see your friend Jewls the 
Clown! Additionally, we will be featuring 
live music for the first time this year. 

Perhaps the best part of this event, 
though, is that we get to have a blast 
with our friends and family. This time 
of fellowship and growth is a wonderful 
gift from our Father. He encourages us 
to share these experiences with one 

another, grow in our faith together, and live for Him and each 
other. The Fall Festival will be a great way for you and your friends 
and family to experience first-hand the joy of a life with the Lord! 

Of course, Fall Festival has never been just a party, but a kickoff for 
the upcoming months in the life of the church. Each summer, we get 
to relax and enjoy God’s creation by going outside and up north. But 
come September, we come back revived and ready for a great church 
year, and get ready, because 2016-17 is gearing up to be one of 
the most fun years yet at MPC. We’ll be spending the year trying new 
events, like our GROW (God Renewing Our Women) women’s group 
that meets monthly, or our first-ever Advent by Candlelight to kick off 
our Advent season. We’ll also be featuring more seasoned events 
that we all know and love, like the MPC Chili and Salsa Cookoff on 
October 16, and Thankoffering Dinner on November 1 and 2. 

This year’s Fall Festival will be a great way for kids to get pumped 
up about being an integral part of the church. Despite having to go 
back to school, kids can be joyful this year because MPC has so 
many fun things for all ages. 

Revived & Ready for Fall
By Hannah Steele
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Nursery
Our youngest friends thrive in the nursery with 
excellent, consistent caregivers who offer the security 
of familiar faces. In this playful environment, they 
are introduced to Jesus and scripture through the 
Wee Children at Church curriculum. Nursery care is 
available on Sunday mornings during worship services 
and Christian education time for newborn to age three.
 
Bible BLAST Sunday School
Our Sunday School occurs during the 10:45 a.m. 
service, after a special moment in the sanctuary with 
the pastor. We call it Bible BLAST (Bible Basics, 
Learning, And Spiritual Travels), and we do have a 
blast! Using the rotation Sunday School model, children 
are eager to explore God’s word and grow in His love. 
Our rotations with the Spark curriculum include skills 
and games, cooking, music, science, art, and more. 
To attend Bible BLAST, children have independent 
bathroom skills and are age three to grade five.
 
Rainbow Library
The Rainbow Library is a wonderful place to share books 
with your children. Our picture books include many 
titles that will enhance faith and biblical knowledge as 
well as encourage reading. We also have an extensive 
collection of books that have won the Caldecott Award.
 
Sacraments Class
Through lessons, artwork, and breadmaking in this 
two-part class on September 18 and 25, children in 
second grade and above learn about the Presbyterian 
sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Families 
are invited to have a meal together, then the children 
are taught by Pastor Tom and guided by their parents. 
They will experience their first communion on World 
Communion Sunday, October 2, 2016.
 
Children’s Sunday
On Sunday, October 23, children will take over the 
sanctuary as they have a hand in every aspect of this 
very unique worship experience. We will also present 
special Bibles to third graders and commission all 
Christian educators.

Two-Coins-a-Meal
On the last Sunday of every month, children use yellow buckets to collect coins 
from the congregation. Through our Presbytery of Lake Huron, the money is used 
on programs that fight hunger at home and abroad. A portion of the money stays 
here in Midland, a portion stays in our region through the Lake Huron Presbytery, 
and a portion goes to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Costa Rica.
 
Movin’ Up Club
Movin’ Up Club is a special fellowship group for fourth and fifth graders. We focus on 
having fun, building relationships, and serving our community. We meet after the 10:45 
worship service one Sunday each month (October through April) for lunch and an 
activity. On Sunday, October 9, we’ll visit a corn maze. From Friday, November 4, to 
Sunday, November 6, we’ll take part in the pre-teen retreat at Spring Hill.
 
Acolyte Ministry
We welcome children in third grade and up to serve as acolytes at the 10:45 a.m. 
service. Acolytes process from the back of the church to light the candles on the 
communion table.
 
Meet Eudence!
Every Sunday the children collect their own offering for the sponsorship of 
Eudence, an orphan from ACT Uganda’s Muko HOPE program. This provides 
for her needs like food, clothing, shelter, and schooling. Eudence and the Bible 
BLAST Sunday School children are sharing their lives through letters, drawings, 
and photographs. Eudence is 12 years old and is a bright and beautiful girl, and 
we are blessed with the opportunity to learn more from our new friend.
 
Memorial Presbyterian Preschool
MPP offers a play-based preschool education for children ages two to five.
 
Family Fellowship
Family Fellowship is a fun, welcoming group for families with children. 

Growing Children in Faith 
Fall 2016 & Ongoing Events
By Sheryl Hnizda
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Who likes a turkey dinner with mashed potatoes, gravy, dressing, rolls, 
green beans, and PIE (apple pie, pumpkin pie, cherry pie, blueberry 

pie, pecan pie...YUM!) This year’s Thankoffering Dinner is November 1 and 
2. This tradition was started here in 1905. Let’s see... that makes 111 years 
of turkey dinners – minus 1. The dinner was canceled in 1949 because of 
a polio epidemic. This time of fellowship, service, and good food is made 
possible by the Presbyterian Women organization. The beginnings of this 
group at MPC were in 1885 when Mrs. E.L. Davis was the first president of 
the Ladies Aid and Foreign Missionary Society. The group underwent several 
changes over the years until it became Presbyterian Women in 1988. 

Thankoffering Dinners are not the only thing we do. Perhaps you are familiar 
with the rummage sales? YEP! That’s us, too. October 2 through 6 you will 
have the opportunity to donate, volunteer, and/or shop at this semi-annual 
event. Look for that sign-up poster – we can use as much help as we can get! 
It is both fun and rewarding. We also have a weekly Bible study on Thursday 
morning’s, a monthly Bible study the third Wednesday of the month, a sewing 
group, a knitting/crocheting group, a Birthday Celebration, and the Gifts of 
Women Tea. During this past year we also organized sewing Days For Girls 
Kits and making fleece blankets to donate to the mental health unit at the 
hospital. Women joining together for fellowship, service, education, and fun!

But, back to the Thankoffering Dinners – because who doesn’t like a good turkey 
dinner? Look for this sign-up poster also – there are many ways to join in the fun. 

The best part of all of this is that the money raised by these dinners and 
rummage sales is all given to support a variety of mission opportunities locally, 
nationally, and globally. Everyone is welcome in PW. We love new people with 
fresh new ideas. Come join us!

Presbyterian Women
More Than Just Turkey Dinners

Preparing for the 1966 
Thankoffering Dinner –  
Mrs. Robert L. Parker and 
Mrs. Robert K. Treichler. 
 
Photo by Kenneth G. Harding

Preparing for the 2013 
Thankoffering Dinner –  
Mrs. Marge Haskell,  
Mrs. Ann Rothman, and  
Mrs. Linda Lauderbach. 
 
Photo by Cindy Torrence

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Hang Time (Middle School Youth Group) 
Bi-weekly Sundays from 12:30-2:30 p.m. in Room 
58/60 starting September 18.

Youth Gathering (Christian Education) 
Sunday from 10:30-11:45 a.m. in Room 55, 
starting September 11 (Sept. 11 is 10-11:30 since 
it’s a one-service Sunday).

HIGH SCHOOL
Full House (Youth Group)  
Sundays from 5:00-7:00 p.m. in Room 53 starting 
September 11.

On The Fly (Bible Study) 
Weekly dates and times to be announced. More 
information will be available on the MPC City.

High School Fall Retreat
November 11-13 at Timber Wolf Lake.

Youth 2016 Events
By Kyle Kuipers

By Ann Rothman
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Big Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS) of the Great Lakes Bay Region has 
Memorial Presbyterian Church to thank for a great deal of its success. For over 

60 years, BBBS has been helping children in our area by matching them with adult 
volunteers in fun and rewarding one-on-one mentoring relationships. Mentoring is 
powerful and life-changing for our community’s children. 

BBBS youth mentoring program involves pairing a child in need of a positive role 
model—the “Little”—with a caring and dedicated adult mentor—the “Big.” Male 
volunteers are matched with boys, female volunteers are matched with girls, and 
couples and families have the option of mentoring a boy or a girl. Children who 
enroll in the program are between the ages of 6 and 12 and, ideally, remain in the 
program until they graduate from high school or turn 18. The match is strategically 
made based on the interests, hobbies, and personalities of both the child and the 
adult. Once the match has been made, the Big and Little will spend time together 
two to three times a month, engaging in activities they both enjoy. It is these one-
on-one experiences that strengthen the relationships enjoyed by BBBS matches. 
This time together builds a strong relationship and provides an opportunity for 
confidence building and gaining new perspectives. 

The children served by BBBS are primarily ones who live in single-parent and/or 
low-income households. It has been shown that children who live in such situations 
usually experience additional financial instability, spend less time with parents, and 
receive less supervision from adults. As a result, these children are more likely to 
make unhealthy decisions that could negatively impact their future. 

The impact that BBBS one-on-one mentoring has on a child is astounding, as are 
the indirect benefits the programming has on the child’s family, school, and the 
surrounding community. Studies show that children who participate in BBBS are 
46 percent less likely to begin using drugs, 27 percent less likely to begin using 
alcohol, 52 percent less likely to skip school, and 31 percent less likely to use 
violence to solve a conflict.

The generosity of many members of the MPC congregation, as well as financial 
contributions from the church, have supported the work of BBBS for many years. 
Annual events like Bowl for Kids’ Sake have become a great tradition for our youth 
group and MPC serves as a sponsor. 

The children at MPC have also benefited from a BBBS mentor. A wonderful example 
is Justin Baker, who has been in the BBBS program since he was 8 years old. 
Justin’s mentor, Cecil, has been matched with him for the past two years. Justin and 
Cecil have learned to enjoy the martial art of Jujitsu. A typical outing for them will be to 
attend a Jujitsu class together. 

Justin loves that Cecil is involved in law enforcement. “He looks out for 
other people, and that’s cool,” Justin says. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters a Life-Changing 
Experience for Our Community’s Children

“Justin’s transformation through BBBS has been 
amazing,” says Michelle Baker, Justin’s mom. “A once 
shy, reserved child is now an outgoing, confident young 
man. After years spent with Mike and Tina Hoy he grew 
as a compassionate, Christian boy. Their mentoring 
was formative in his growth. We still keep in weekly 
contact with them. His current Big Brother, Cecil, has 
taught him so many valuable life lessons. They have an 
awesome bond and enjoy various activities on a regular 
basis. To say I’m grateful to BBBS is an understatement. 
To see the positive changes in my son over the years 
has been amazing and heartwarming. Cecil and Justin 
are such a perfect match. Watching them interact is so 
much fun. They both have the same sense of humor, 
too. I’d like to thank BBBS for all they’ve done and 
continue to do. They are an amazing organization.”

Susan Putnam, executive director of the agency, 
states that “It’s so rewarding for our staff to see our 
Littles grow up and become great communicators as 
well as responsible and caring people. Kids who have 
a Big Brother or Big Sister in their lives make good 
decisions and stay out of trouble. It’s as simple as that.” 

Volunteers are always needed at BBBS. To learn 
more about becoming a Big Brother or a Big Sister 
or having your family serve together as a Big, please 
contact Big Brothers Big Sisters at 989-631-5360 or 
go online at www.bbbsgreatlakesbay.org. 

By Susan Putnam
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Tommy, being full of fun and wanting to surprise Herbert, sneaks into the 
chancel via the choir loft. He sees Herbert lounging on the organ, but just 
before he pops up to surprise Herbert, the mouse calmly says, “Tommy, 
what’s up?”

“Hey, that’s not fair. How did you know I was here?”

Herbert chuckled and said, “A herd of buffaloes would’ve been quieter.”

Tommy climbed out of the choir loft and asked, “Do you know anything 
about the Fall Festival that is coming up on September 11?”

“Yes, the Fall Festival has been going on for a dozen years or so, to bring 
everyone together after the summer to begin the Sunday School year. It 
started well before my organ pipe home was replaced.”

“I heard,” said Tommy, getting really excited, “they had animals and 
everything. Can you tell me any stories because I’m sure that you made 
friends with them!”

“I sure can!” said Herbert, leaning back on the organ. “One year they had 

HERBERT TELLS TOMMY ABOUT THE FALL FESTIVAL
By Mike Hoy

Mabel the baby potbelly pig and 4 or 5 of her 
friends to entertain everyone. Ivan fenced off an 
area of the back lawn. Mabel and her friends came 
and they had a great time doing what pigs do.”

“What do pigs do?” Tommy asked.

Herbert laughed at the memory and told him of 
the pigs rooting and digging up the lawn. “That 
was the first year that animals were part of the 
Fall Festival and ever since then they have had 
different animals each year like camels, miniature 
horses, goats, sheep, and bunnies. Everyone 
enjoys petting and feeding the animals,” said 
Herbert.

“Is there people food, too?” asked Tommy, getting 
hungry. 

“Sure,” responded Herbert, “that is my favorite 
part, especially the hot dogs!”
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A CITY BUILT ON FAITH
By Katie Horning

The wait is over! On Sunday, September 11, we will be launching the MPC 
City, a private online community for our church where people can join 

groups, build relationships, give electronically, and find new ways to connect 
and do ministry together. 

The MPC City allows everyone to stay connected 24/7, 365 days a year by keeping 
conversations going, sharing prayers, being a safe forum for youth to grow in faith, 
sharing opportunities to help neighbors, joining small groups, participating in virtual 
Bible studies, and staying up-to-date on all upcoming church events.

Join us at 10:00 a.m. for our single worship service and stay to learn about the 
MPC City, enjoy the Fall Festival, and be entered in a drawing for a chance to 
win one of three great City prizes.

MPC
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“Woohoo!” Tommy exclaimed. “I’ll be there for the 
hot dogs and fun even if Mabel and her friends 
won’t be there. It will be awesome!”

“Can I come along in your pocket for the fun too?” 
asks Herbert.

“Oh that’s a great idea, I will pick you up at the 
organ,” said Tommy on his way out the door. 

Now it was Herbert’s turn to go—“Woohoo!”  
he squealed as he disappeared into his organ  
pipe home.
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Herbert’s Coloring Corner



Have your morning activities taken you to Memorial Presbyterian Church 
during the months of September through May? If so, you probably heard 

the joyful sounds of children doing what they do best, playing. Did it ever occur to 
you that these sounds have been heard for the past 57 years? Imagine, it is the 
spring of 1959, and a group of Memorial Presbyterian parents and the Minister 
of Christian Education, Elra Key, are sitting around a table, exploring what a 
cooperative preschool (or nursery school, as it was referred to in those days) 
at the church could look like. These parents had a vision for the children of the 
church as well as children in the community. There was a need and Memorial 
Presbyterian Church met that need through praying for this new endeavor, providing 
the space and financial help to buy supplies. The nursery school would be an 
outreach program of the church while providing a socialization/ educational 
experience for children of families in the church and in the community. Continue 
to imagine – it is still the year 1959, it’s a Monday morning in September, and 
the Presbyterian Cooperative Nursery (PCN) is holding its first class. Jean Hillman 
is the teacher with seventeen 4-year old kiddos enjoying their first job – 
playing – in a developmentally appropriate environment, created just for them. The 
nursery school quickly grew to include a 3-year-old class followed by a Young 
5’s class. While the school was thriving, experts in the field of child development 
recognized that what was happening in the nursery school was more than just 
babysitting (which the founders of the nursery school had known all along – they 
knew what was happening in the classrooms was developmental and educational 
in every way). It took 15 years for the state to recognize nursery schools as an 
educational facility. Through the efforts of the state organization Michigan Council 
of Cooperative Nurseries, legislation was made possible for cooperative nurseries to 
be considered educational institutions and use “school” in their names. In 1977, 
PCN became the Presbyterian Parent Cooperative Preschool (PPCP). Soon 
after, the preschool parent committee approved a new logo for the school: a circle of 
children, holding hands, with PPCP in the center. 

By Wendy Lewis

Photo Credit: Wendy Lewis
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Now that you know how this preschool was established, 
I bet you’re wondering what a cooperative preschool 
is? A cooperative preschool is a school staffed by 
teachers educated in early childhood development (or 
other related field) with the unique addition of parents 
being highly involved. The parents take turns helping in 
the classroom on a rotating basis. Parents also hold a 
parent job, which may include making playdough, setting 
up snack, helping to clean up, or being an extra set of 
hands to assist the teacher. The preschool is not-for-
profit and governed by an elected parent board made 
up from families within the preschool. The parents are 
volunteers who uphold all positions needed to run a 
small business. The philosophy is that children learn best 
when they are given the opportunity to be creative and 
learn through their play.

Throughout the years, cooperative preschools have 
slowly faded away due to many factors. Our preschool 
was fortunate to have forward-thinking families that 
knew what a gem PPCP was and wanted to make 
sure it did not meet the same demise as many others. 
They realized, in this day and age, not all families 
could commit to co-oping in the classroom. In the late 
1990s, they established private openings for children 
in the preschool. This opened the door for children 
to attend without a parent, grandparent, or caregiver 
having to commit to co-oping, but the family still had to 
hold a classroom or board position. It was recognized 
that the change in classroom dynamics didn’t reflect 
in the name of the preschool. At a rousing preschool 
board meeting in December 2015, the preschool name 
was again discussed. The decision to change the 
preschool name so it would convey an invitation to all 
families (cooperative/private) came with much prayer, 
affirmation from pastors, and approval from those close 
to the preschool. In 2016, the preschool name officially 
changed to Memorial Presbyterian Preschool (MPP). 
 

MPP is still a child-size world devoted to a child’s main business: PLAY – both 
structured and unstructured. It is exciting to have families come through the 
doors where a parent was once a student and they are now bringing their child. 
They have fond memories of preschool and want their child to have the same 
experiences. They are enthusiastic to find that in 57 years not too much has 
changed. They will still find a workbench with real tools in every classroom (thank 
you, Mrs. Hillman), still see children “playing” as this is truly their job, and still hear 
singing and laughter throughout the hallways. We understand we live in a society 
where the academic expectations of children are starting at a younger and younger 
age, but at MPP we strive to allow children to be children. We want them to enjoy 
coming to school and find joy in learning. When children enter our preschool they 
are not the only ones being nurtured, the whole family is embraced as part of our 
faith-based community. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t thank our wonderful church for the space they provide, 
the custodians for keeping the classrooms clean, the pastors and administrative staff 
for their support, the volunteers throughout the years who have been on the parent 
board, and for the founders of the original PCN for having a vision many years ago and 
creating a child’s world within our church walls. We never forget how blessed we are!
 
 

Children 2 through 5 years old
Monday through Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon/Extended day 12:00 noon - 2:00 p.m.
Private and Cooperative options

Classes begin September 12, 2016 - May 2017

If you would like more information on the preschool, please look at our 
preschool webpage: mempres.org/mpp; check us out on Facebook: 
Memorial Presbyterian Preschool, or give us a call: 989-835-6759.
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A couple years ago Bob Donald and I were discussing some house repair 
projects we might do as a part of MPC’s Mission Midland work. There was  

a pause and Bob looked at me, saying, “You know, Jesus was a carpenter.”  
I tell him that I do know 
that, and we continue 
our discussion on what 
improvements we 
could make in these 
cases today. Repairs, 
replacement, clean out, 
insulating, painting, landscaping… what is needed to make the homeowner’s 
situation better?

Some people in our church neighborhood lack the financial resources and physical 
capabilities to make improvements themselves. For the past two years MPC has 
joined in a community program spearheaded by Midland County Habitat for Humanity 
called Mission Midland. We, together with First United Methodist Church, have 
completed five significant home improvement projects. The homeowners all had 
limited incomes and included a widow, a low-income working couple, a divorced 
woman, a partially disabled man, and a young woman with Down Syndrome. Although 
limited by physical disabilities and age, most of the owners enthusiastically provided 
physical assistance and/or emotional support. A real connection develops between the 
homeowner and the workers that is both warm and satisfying to everyone involved.

A number of years ago this MPC faith community took on the project of building a 
complete new house in the neighborhood for a needy family as a way of celebrating 
our 50-year anniversary in our new church building. It was a Habitat House project 
for a working mother and her children. We set the foundation blocks, framed and 
shingled it, ran the electrical and plumbing, dry walled, insulated, sided, painted, 
pretty much the whole thing. It was a real surprise to find that we had so many 
skilled and gifted members, willing to give of their time and talents in making this 
happen. It took about five months’ time, and everyone involved felt a real sense 
of pride and accomplishment when it was finished and the family moved in. The 
mother, whom we’d worked closely with, was so happy and appreciative for what 
had been accomplished and the difference it would make in her children’s lives.

The home improvement projects of the last few years are of shorter duration than 
a complete build, and that works better for the schedules of our busy members. 
This allows us to potentially impact more people in need, too. Replacing leaky 
windows and doors with energy-efficient ones, painting, adding insulation, gutters, 
roofing, and yard improvements and walkways are all a part of what’s been done 
recently. The downside is that you never completely know what you’re going to find 
with some of these repairs until you get into them. So while we try and set up for a 

HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS
WITH THEIR HOUSING IMPROVEMENTS
By Robert Broekhuizen

 “Jesus was a    
            carpenter” 
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weekend of work in conjunction with Habitat’s community improvement programs, in 
reality there is a lot that goes in both before and after that weekend in order to assure 
that quality results are delivered. Our partnership with Midland County Habitat 
for Humanity is a win-win for everyone. Their work in identifying housing needs 
along with their access to low cost materials and equipment helps sharpen our focus 
and leverages our resources. They benefit from our committed and gifted workers 
along with our financial contributions, and both organizations feel great in giving 
a hand up to those in need. The Mission Midland program ended last year but 
Habitat has identified 12-14 houses that it wants to address with its Neighborhood 
Revitalization program for this year. One is a house in our neighborhood with 
a leaking flat roof over the bedroom where the homeowners keep pans and buckets 
out to catch the rain water. The owners are both elderly with the husband having a 
pacemaker and numerous stents, so his physical abilities are limited. We patched 
it temporarily last week just before a big storm (it was a good test, and it remained 
dry!) and are looking to remove the roof and install a new one later this year. 

To the participants involved… and there are more than just those swinging a 
hammer or scraping old paint, there’s the need for organizing and communicating, 
providing refreshment and lunches, running for material, etc., there’s a lot to be 
gained personally. Participants enjoy a sense of camaraderie and fellowship with 
others, a gained sense of accomplishment, meeting new friends and learning new 
skills, and enjoying the time spent outdoors. And the joy in being rewarded with the 
heartfelt gratitude of the recipients, seeing their smiles and feeling their renewed 
sense of pride is a blessing! And one more thing that I’ve learned is that we get to 
work with a part of our congregation that isn’t necessarily in church every Sunday 
or chairing a church committee. They serve the Lord with their hands, applying their 

God-given gifts in service to others in this way. We all remember Matthew 25: 35-40, 
“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me…” To those who volunteer in this way it’s a great way 
to serve the Lord! Maybe it will work for you in your life, too.

“For I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me…” – Matthew 25: 35-40 

Photo Credit: Dave Morrison
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1310 Ashman Street
Midland, Michigan 48640-5493

HELP Food Pantry “All In The Bag” Collection Sundays 
First Sunday of every month at 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. 

Voyagers 
September 9, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
October 14, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
November 11, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
December 9, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Family Fellowship 
September 9, 6:00 p.m. 
October 14, 6:00 p.m. 
November 11, 6:00 p.m. 
December 9, 6:00 p.m.

Fall Festival, Blessing of the Backpacks 
Sunday, September 11, starting at 10:00 a.m. with our 
single worship service. Children are invited to bring their 
backpacks for a special blessing during church.

Booked for a Spiritual Journey 
September 20, 4:00 – 5:30 p.m. 
October 18, 4:00 – 5:30 p.m. 
November 15, 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.

God Renewing Our Women (GROW) 
Friday, September 23, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Presbyterian Women Fall Rummage Sale 
Sale Day: October 4, 12:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
Half-Price Sale Day: October 5, 12:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
$2-a-Bag Sale Day: October 6, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Pizza With The Pastors 
October 9, at Pizza Sam’s following the 10:45 a.m. service.

Vespers 
October 9, 4:00 p.m. 
November 13, 7:00 p.m. 
November 27, 4:00 p.m.

2nd Annual Chili Cook-Off 
Sunday, October 16, 12:00 p.m.

Thankoffering Dinner 
November 1 & 2, 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

Winter Grief Recovery Group 
Wednesdays, November 9 - December 28, 7:00 – 8:45 p.m.

Alternative Gifts Fair 
November 20

Blue Light Project Memorial Service 
December 4, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
December 11, 10:45 a.m.

Service of Comfort and Hope 
December 18, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Services 
Children’s Annual Impromptu Christmas Pageant at 5:00 p.m. 
Large and Joyous Christmas Celebration at 9:00 p.m.

Christmas Day Worship 
December 25, 10:00 a.m. 

UPCOMING MPC EVENTS


