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Presbyterian Women Days for Girls Sewing 
February 11, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Art in the Library Exhibit: Roger Bohl 
Now – March 

Midland Area Handbell Festival 
February 18 & 19 in Mayton Hall

Diabetes Prevention Program 
Starting February 23, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.

Voyagers 
February 10, 5:30-8:00 p.m. 
March 10, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
April 14, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
May 12, 5:30 – 8:00 p.m.

Literacy: A Bridge Out Of Poverty 
March 11, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 in the Mayton Hall

Presbyterian Women Fleece Blanket Making 
March 18, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Vespers 
Hope College Chapel Choir: March 12, 4:00 p.m. 
Historical Piano Recital: May 7, 4:00 p.m.

Ash Wednesday Worship 
March 1, 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor

Lenten Concert Series 
Nicholas Schmelter: March 3, 12:15 – 12:45 p.m. 
Bob Sabourin: March 10, 12:15 – 12:45 p.m. 
Zenith: March 17, 12:15 – 12:45 p.m. 
Mark Cox: March 24, 12:15 – 12:45 p.m. 
Fangye Sun: March 31, 12:15 – 12:45 p.m. 
Dianne Granstra: April 7, 12:15 – 12:45 p.m.

Palm Sunday 
April 9, 9:00 a.m. in the Assembly Room and  
10:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Maundy Thursday 
April 13, 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Easter Sunday 
April 16, 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
Children’s Easter egg hunt immediately following the 10:45 a.m. 
worship service

Presbyterian Women Spring Rummage Sale 
Ingathering: April 30, 12:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
Sale Day: May 2, 12:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
Half-Price Sale Day: May 3, 12:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
$2-a-Bag Sale Day: May 4, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Summer Grief Recovery Group 
Wednesdays, June 7 - August 2, 7:00 – 8:45 p.m.

Vacation Bible School 
June 19-23, 9:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

UPCOMING MPC EVENTS
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Our children and grandchildren in North Carolina 
and Kentucky are currently racing through 

metropolitan Charlotte and Louisville in a search for 
sleds because of a forecast of a winter storm and 
three (yes, three) inches of snow. Parents are frantic 
in their pre-storm search. This is reminiscent of the 
seasonal madness for Cabbage Patch dolls or Beanie 
Babies (fixed in the memory of this parent to five 
lovely daughters). Sledding in a winter wonderland 
captures the imagination of children even in the midst 
of the adult woes and miseries of winter storms. 

One of the carols for Advent and Christmas in the 
Presbyterian Hymnal is “In the Bleak Midwinter.” As I 
return from an outdoor graveside service and attempt 
to ward off the permanent chill infecting my body, my 
last preference is a lyrical reminder of the bleakness 
of midwinter. The seasonal reality is winter. Friends 
and neighbors escape to warm climates. Messages 
resound, “We’ll see you in the spring…or when it 
turns warm!” Our neighbors happily leave us in this 
climate. Our destiny is to persevere and to endure 
“the bleak midwinter.” 

I am a “JOY to the World” person when it comes to 
Christmas carols. Entering into a New Year should 
inspire promise of refreshment and renewal. We face 
the challenge of keeping the home fires burning. The 
dreary reaches of world events may invite our desire 
to escape or withdraw. Some choose hibernation. 
We call upon personal resources to encourage us and 
to give light where there is spiritual darkness. 

In the midst of the weary advance of our seasonal 
reality, I discover the proclamation of the church. 
There is good news! Reminders of God’s grace 
become apparent in the fellowship we enjoy. During 
this New Year, we prepare and anticipate. It is 150 
years since nine persons gathered to form the 
First Presbyterian Church in Midland. They seem to 

ILLUMINATION
Thanks for picking up Illumination, a publication of Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Midland, Michigan.

A WELCOMING COMMUNITY OF FAITH FOR 150 YEARS
Memorial Presbyterian Church is a welcoming community of faith for all people: 
sharing, growing in, and living the Good News of Jesus Christ! That’s our Direction 
Statement as a church. It’s what we’re all about. And we live it out through 
worship, study, fellowship, and service. In everything, we want to point to Christ.

There’s a place for you at MPC! You’ll find that we want all people to feel 
welcome to find a place where they can grow in faith, and where their gifts can 
be used in meaningful ways that impact this world.

We invite you to join us as we share, grow in, and live the Good News!

WORSHIP WITH US.
We invite you to join us Sundays at 9:00 a.m. for our contemporary worship 
service or at 10:45 a.m. for our traditional worship service. We are also excited 
to now offer live streaming and on-demand worship services on our website at 
mempres.org/worshipservices/.
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have both vision and the charge of mission. In 1867, there was little economic 
benefit to creating a congregation. There was perhaps only confidence in a 
vision for a community nurtured by our Christian faith. These charter members 
committed to a mission of transforming their community according to the simple 
commandment to love God and in obedient response to love neighbor. 

In the journey of 150 years there are landmarks of spiritual valleys as well as soaring 
faith-filled mountain vistas. What impresses me most is that whether within the 
bleakness or the brightness of the seasons there seems to always be the gathering of 
the faithful. The people of God stay the course with vision and direction. They prove in 
steadfast resolution their readiness for mission. 

We benefit from the dedication of generations before us. They invested heavily in the 
future we enjoy. We grasp the importance still of growing within and reaching outward. 

In 2017 we shall both remember and anticipate. We promise to renew the church’s 
early dedication to fulfilling our promise to God to bring “JOY to the World.” We 
prepare a history of our faith journey as a congregation both to record the past and 
to inspire our future. We shall claim with our praise the names of faithful leaders 
and servants to Christ. We plan a homecoming to ignite the spiritual warmth of 
our friendships with one another and to strengthen our bonds of affection created 
through our common ministries. We shall enhance the beacon of Light radiating out 
into the community and world. 

In the theme of Christmas carols, my best invitation for 2017 may be “O Come, All Ye 
Faithful.” Worship among us. Pray with us. Serve with us. Grow among us. 
Stretch to become a part of our future. Come into the circle of warmth and Light that 
will transform the world. 

It is winter. “O Come, All Ye Faithful.” Where the faithful gather, there is “JOY to 
the World.” 

THOUGHTS, COMMENTS, IDEAS?
Contact Illumination at katieh@mempres.org.

Illumination is published by MPC for all congregation 
members and distributed throughout our Midland 
community. It is also available electronically on our 
website, mempres.org/illumination.
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Are you interested in joining Memorial Presbyterian 
Church? Do you want to learn more about how 

we Share, Grow, and Live the Good News of Christ, 
and can help you do the same? Take part in our new 
four-week new member program! 

These classes have been reformatted so that we can 
focus on getting to know our new members better, 
and help them get to know the Lord better, too. Our 
first class in our weekly series will focus on how we 
SHARE the Good News. You’ll be invited to share 
a bit about yourself and your walk with the Lord, and 
we will explain how MPC helps members to share 
the Good News of Christ with the local and global 
community. We will help you discern some ways that 
you can share your faith with others, too! 

Our second week will focus on how we GROW in the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. The class will learn more 
about our Bible study programs, sermon series, and 
fellowship opportunities. No matter where you are in your 
faith journey, we believe that you can always continue to 
grow in your faith and relationship with God, and we are 
always passionate in helping our members do just that. 

The third week of the program will be an off-site 
lunch! We will discuss how we can each LIVE the 
Good News. At MPC, we are always encouraging 
members to walk their faith daily. We have amazing 
chances to volunteer, and we want to help all of our 
members find ways that they can live out their faith 
for the world to see.

On the final week of our new member program, 
participants will be invited to officially join the church 
and become part of our church family. 

We will hold the program each quarter. For more 
information, contact Hannah Steele, Director of 
Congregational Life, at hannahs@mempres.org or 
989-670-9559. We look forward to meeting you! 
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Photo Credit: Mathew Smith

Photo Credit: Katie Brinklow

It has been a few months since the MPC team 
invited me to join them as the Director of Youth 

Ministry, and I can wholeheartedly report that I am 
loving it! I so appreciate the loving embrace I have 
received, again, by this church family. It has been six 
years since I lived in Midland and attended MPC with 
my family. I have fond memories of the Fall Festivals, 
with the horse-drawn hay rides, the dunk tank, and 
my childhood dog clearing out a whole tray of hot 
dogs; spending hours in the resource room doing art 
projects while my mom was in committee meetings; 
and my brother and I playing in the Children’s 
Rainbow Library as soon as we finished our pie at 
Thankoffering Dinner. This church family played a 
huge part in raising me and I will be forever grateful. 
I still have several sets of “bonus parents” in the 
congregation who look after me like their own. 

It is a thrill to have the opportunity to give back to 
the Youth Ministry program that was so important 
to my growth. I took part in every Mission trip and 
Montreat conference I could, and my parents would 
use the threat of not getting to go to Youth Group as 
a consequence for incomplete homework. 

Today’s youth groups look very similar to my own “back 
in the day.” The youth are funny, enthusiastic, and plenty 
goofy. The big events coming up this year, like our 

Leadership Midland Class of 
2015 put boots on the feet of 
close to 300 kids in just an 
hour, during the second annual 
BootPalooza, held at Messiah 
Lutheran Church on December 
10, 2016. Memorial Presbyterian 
Church donated $200 to the 
boot drive for underprivileged 
children in Midland County to 
have warm feet this winter.

FROM MPC YOUTH...TO MPC YOUTH LEADER
By Katie Brinklow

winter ski trip, the spring break mission trip, and of course my favorite week of the 
year, the Montreat Youth Conference, are going to be truly awesome. Some amazing 
things are in store for the youth this year and I can’t wait to get going! 

IN THE MEANTIME, I HAVE A FEW SMALL REQUESTS:
• Youth – get over to youth group on Sundays at MPC and come visit me for 

lunch at the high schools, too!
• Parents – reach out to me, if you haven’t already, so that I can get you the 

information you need to support your child’s participation in Youth Ministry!
• The rest of the congregation – join me in celebrating the amazing youth we 

have growing up in our community, growing in their faith, and learning to be 
great leaders of this church family for the future. 

Here’s to a new beginning and an exciting year to come!

By Hannah Steele
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Upon arriving in Midland, Michigan, in the summer 
of 1953, Jean Hillman settled into a professional 

career of doing one of her enduring personal loves 
– teaching. A friend of hers from Oberlin College had 
come from Midland and encouraged the former Jean 
Nichols to check out this vibrant and growing town. Jean 
began her career in education as a kindergarten/primary 
teacher at Eastlawn Elementary School, teaching in the 
annex building where the baseball field is today.

Jean made friends and settled into her new job and life 
in Midland. Audrey (Snyder) Harding was the school 
psychologist, and Jean’s classroom looked through a 
window right into Audrey’s office next door. She invited 
Jean to come along on an outing with her young adult 
group at her church; they were going canoeing on the 
Au Sable river and it would be a great way to have 
fun and meet some new people. It turned out to be 
quite a pivotal weekend in her life – she met a young 
Ralph Hillman, and she was introduced to Memorial 
Presbyterian Church. Liking what she saw, she became 
a MPC member and further immersed herself in the 
young adult group, meeting weekly for Bible study and 
fellowship, and even attending regional conferences. 

JEAN HILLMAN 
By Martin Severance

About a year after their first meeting, Jean reconnected 
with Ralph and they began dating. During a fun visit to 
her parents cottage, Ralph playfully threw her into the 
lake – clothes and all! Some time later, her mother told 
Jean, “he’s the one.” She was right. Jean and Ralph 
became engaged in August 1954, and in December 
they were married in the MPC sanctuary.

About this time, events took place that would greatly 
influence another of her enduring loves, music…
although she didn’t know it at the time. It took the  
form of a generous gift to the congregation that would 
change Jean’s life forever. The Spencer family donated 
a set of handbells to Memorial to further enhance the 
church’s extensive musical contribution to worship. 
These particular bells were made by the Whitechapel 
Bell Foundry in London, the same foundry that cast the 
Liberty Bell. At first, the new bells were rung by MPC 
youth under the direction of the Minister of Education, 
Elra Key. 

By 1959, Jean and Ralph were raising their first two 
children. Jean had left her public school teaching 
position and had transitioned to managing the 
Hillman family home. But those two other enduring 
loves would soon increase their prominence in her life. 

Elra Key, along with David and Jean Kellom, had conceived the idea of establishing 
a nursery school at Memorial. Jean Hillman had the perfect training and experience 
that could make this a reality, and Key enlisted her as the very first teacher of the 
Presbyterian Cooperative Nursery, founded in the fall of 1959. She had 17 pupils that 
first year. 

Additionally, a new opportunity soon presented itself that would expand her love 
of music. Jean had been blessed with musical talents as a child; she grew up playing 
violin and piano, and played in the Midland Orchestra early in her marriage. In the 
mid-1960s, MPC member Bonnie Kennett sought to start a bell choir for adults. 
Jean knew nothing about bells, however she decided to give it a try and joined 
Bonnie’s burgeoning bell choir… and has been playing bells ever since. 

But Jean is certainly not what one would call a “one-dimensional” church member. 
As the same time she was developing her talent with the bells, the church nursery 
school was taking off. It rose from a simple beginning to become a community 
mainstay that provided the start of formal education for literally thousands of Midland 
children. Jean became a driving force in the expansion and popularity of the school, 
and it eventually served 120 pupils and employed 4 teachers at its peak. All four 
of her children attended and eventually so did three of her grandchildren. In 1977, 
the State of Michigan formally recognized the nursery as a “school”; it became the 
Presbyterian Parent Cooperative Preschool, and a fixture of Memorial Presbyterian 
Church’s presence in the Midland community. 

Back to the bells… Jean’s ministry of bell ringing had become another constant in 
her life of service to MPC and a source of deep personal fulfillment. In 1980, Music 
Ministries director Fran Moore convinced her to start a new junior bell choir and also 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

be the director. Over the next twenty-five years, she led three different bell groups that 
allowed children to show their talents and participate in worship. Through it all she 
had the support and mentorship of familiar names in the legacy of music at MPC. 
Fran Moore, Colleen Bacon, Dianne Granstra, and others provided encouragement to 
display her talents. Impressed with the quality of the Junior Bells, Granstra convinced 
Jean to try solo bell ringing. This she did in church and in the community for over 10 
years, with Dianne accompanying. Extending beyond Memorial, she was active in the 
American Guild of English Handbell Ringers, regularly attending area conferences 
and going on ringing tours of surrounding states. With Bill and Sylvia Bridge, she 
participated in a “National Ring” in Maine in the early 1990s.

Teaching and music have been among Jean’s most visible means of service, but she 
has also had roles as a church officer and committee member on several occasions. 
In the 1980s she served two terms on the Session as a ruling elder. She has held 
memberships on the Nominating, Worship & Arts, and Elementary Education 
committees, as well as the Library Board. As part of the Social Concerns committee, 
she worked to place the Peace Poles seen at three of MPC’s entrances. The poles 
are inscribed with the simple phrase, “May Peace Prevail on Earth,” in the languages 
of countries where Memorial has mission relationships.

Jean Hillman’s enduring loves of teaching and music continue to influence the 
present-day ministries of Memorial Presbyterian Church. The now-named Memorial 
Presbyterian Preschool is still going strong, employing three teachers, and continuing 
to set its students on a path for a life of learning. Hand-bell choirs continue to offer 
music in our worship. Her willingness to give of her time and talents is rooted in her 
love for MPC members. “The church truly is a second family,” she says, “as important 
as the first.” On the last Sunday of every month you will find Jean in the MPC chancel, 
ringing the bell tree for Two-Coins-A-Meal collection, “for the delight of doing it.” 

An invitation to attend our church over a half-century ago has given Memorial 
Presbyterian Church the tremendous legacy of Jean Hillman. Her contributions are 
the embodiment of how great things can result from the simplest suggestion, and 
how our individual talents and interests can be used for a lifetime of glorifying God. 

RING IN A GREAT TIME 
AT THE MIDLAND  
HANDBELL FESTIVAL

Handbell ringers from several of Midland’s churches 
will gather at Memorial Presbyterian Church for 

a handbell festival. We are honored to have Janet 
Van Valey, professional composer and handbell 
clinician, lead the festival.

The fun begins on Saturday, February 18, with 
a day of rehearsals that will prepare them for the 
festival’s concluding concert on Sunday, February 19, 
at 4:00 p.m.

All festival participants join together to ring three 
pieces of Ms. Van Valey’s selection. Individual bell 
choirs from the represented churches will complete 
the Sunday afternoon concert program by adding a 
piece from their own repertoire.

The festival rehearsals and concert occur at MPC 
in Mayton Hall, located at 1310 Ashman Street in 
Midland. The concert is free and open to the public.

Harmony Ringers Junior Bells Children’s Chimes Jean & Ralph Hillman with their chidren 
Carolyn, Susan, Paul & Ellen
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Midland Handbell Festival Concert 
Sunday, February 19, at 4:00 p.m.
Memorial Presbyterian Church
All are welcome!
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After a day and a half of airplane flights, I arrived at the Entebbe airport in Uganda, Africa, 
in the middle of the night. As we drove to the capital city of Kampala, the dimly lit 
streets offered few clues about this new landscape. I knew my very first mission trip 
to a developing country would offer views and viewpoints quite different than those 
of life in mid-Michigan, but “seeing is believing” would have to wait until morning.

In September 2016, I embarked on a mission trip with ACT Uganda, a non-profit 
Christian partnership of two organizations, one based in Uganda and the other in the 

United States. I was joined by a diverse team of ten fellow volunteers from Michigan 
and Colorado. ACT’s main goal is to work shoulder-to-shoulder with villagers in Muko 
Sub-County, Uganda, for self-development. An older 
model of mission work is to give aid, but ACT Uganda 
is embarking on a better way that instead teaches, 
empowers, and supports. Visit www.actuganda.org to 
learn more about their excellent programs.

When I was first mulling over the idea of going on this 
mission, I was unsure. I didn’t want to leave my family and 
I wasn’t sure if I was ready to face the culture differences 
that might make me feel uncomfortable. But then I decided to go because I would be 
uncomfortable. I needed to share my faith beyond a local audience.

After a day’s travel and a stop at the equator, we arrived in the town of Kabale and 
stayed in a modest hotel in the ex-patriot district. Every day, we took a bumpy bus ride 
for 45 minutes as we climbed the chiseled mountains to arrive in the rural community 
of Muko Sub-County where I spent most of my days. The spectacular ascent included 
grazing goats and large-horned cattle, verdant farmland and red earth plots divided by 
dark lava rocks, exotic birds, and modest homes and businesses. In the small towns 
we passed through, masses of people were busy going about their daily lives. Being 
light-skinned in a dark-skinned area, the team drew much attention and wonderment. 
Every day our spiritual leader, Nancy, gave the team a Bible verse to focus on. 
 

I found myself returning to Proverbs 3:5-6 repeatedly, 
for it was the one that held deep meaning for me during 
this journey: “Trust the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit 
to him, and he will make your paths straight.” Showing 
more faith came easy for me, but casting off my 
American lens to accept the differences in our cultures 
took more time. I realized that our American lives here 
are not better or worse than their African lives. Our lives 
are just different.

After exiting the bus in front of the ACT Uganda center 
every morning, we were met by local children calling 
“Hello!” and “How are you?” The ACT staff was always 
waiting at the gate as well, ready with a greeting of 
“Orairegye! Good Morning!” immediately followed by 
“Agande? How are you?” and “How did you sleep? 
Are you well?” This is the normal everyday greeting in 
Uganda, where people highly value relationships. The 
people of Muko are the friendliest, most generous, 
Godliest people I’ve ever met and give thanks to 
God at every opportunity. I deeply care for these new 
friends I made. 

Life is slow and simple in Muko, a mountainous 
agricultural community. They have very few possessions 
and just a few changes of clothes. They take pride 
in their appearance and like to be neat and clean. If 
they have any jewelry, it’s mainly wedding bands. Their 
small houses and churches are built with bricks they 
make themselves from the red earth, or they use strips 
of wood and mud called wattle and daub. Homes have 
no electricity.

They mainly work in the fields, children too. So they 
grow their own food and trade from others. If they don’t 
have family land, they earn money by working for others. 
Some of the careers the children aspire to include driver, 
beautician, pastor, nurse, doctor, and teacher.

The food is comforting, especially matoke, which 
looks like a green banana but is firm and tastes like 
a potato. (This Munger, Michigan, farm girl fell in love 
with matoke.) Fresh bananas and avocados abound. 
Their daily meal tends to be the same with matoke, Irish 
potatoes, posho (white cornmeal paste), and yellow rice, 
topped with a delicious ground nut sauce, with shredded 
cabbage and carrots on the side. HANDS, the ACT 
agriculture team, recently introduced mushroom farming. 
Due to the expense, they do not eat meat very often. 
Even when they don’t have much food to offer, they 
make sure visitors are taken care of first, and that is very 
humbling. Leftovers of any kind do not exist.

They cook outside with big pots sitting on a wood 
fire and coals, a very laborious process. Oftentimes 
children gather the firewood needed for every meal. 
They wash dishes and clothing by hand; that, along 
with the need for drinking water and bathing water, 

means several long walks up, down, and around the mountains to fill their cans 
at the nearest water source. Children are included in these chores.

Sunday worship is three to four hours long with lively harmonizing, dancing, and 
praising. The drumbeats call you to church. At one Anglican service I attended, a 
distinguished older lady gave a rousing testimony about dealing with overcoming 
the many hardships in her life. When she concluded, the women jumped up in the 
crux of the church and immediately began dancing to celebrate her story. Their 
movements stirred up the red dirt into a cloud of praise.

Worship ended with several collection plates that aid the ministry, pastor, widows, 
meals, and other needs. Not just money is collected; fresh fruit, eggs, grains, 
and seeds were also offered then auctioned. The bidding process was quite an 
entertaining experience in itself. I bid on and won a bag of beans which I then 
donated to a couple who was attending their first church service as husband and wife. 

One of my contributions to the mission was to teach ladies how to cut out patterns 
and sew animals like giraffes and elephants. Most who attended our sewing days 
had been digging in the fields for income. One lady knitted school uniform sweaters 
on her loom at home. Another lady had a treadle sewing machine at home. The 
center houses two electric machines that the ladies are free to schedule use of, and 
ACT is in the process of buying two treadle machines. After more practice, the ladies 
will be paid for their sewn items by ACT Uganda. The ladies ranged in age from 
teenager to great grandmother. They had varying skill levels as well, but all were 
excited to improve and express their creativity while providing for their families.

I feel blessed to have been on this journey with these beautiful Uganda sewing 
ladies. Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” I would 
have never realized that my sewing skills would carry me across the ocean. My 
love of sewing was encouraged by my mother, Dellena Billmeier, honed by home 
economics teacher Carol Landskroener, and expanded by my mother-in-law, 
Cheryl Hnizda. And I am proud to share that skill with my daughters Abigail, Elinor, 
and Mirabel. I wonder where God will lead them with their skills and talents.

Our volunteer seamstresses here at MPC have been very busy with Days for Girls 
kits, which I delivered to a large crowd of young women. Days for Girls is a national 
organization that offers instructions on how to sew washable, reusable feminine 
products. Kits are assembled and donated to countries where girls lose precious 
school days during their monthly cycle because of lack of products. I witnessed the 
reaction of the teenage girls, a mix of joy and relief and gratitude.

“Trust the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding; in all your 
ways submit to him, and he will make your 

paths straight.” – Proverbs 3:5-6

With no electricity and no alarm clocks, drumbeats 
efficiently summon villagers to Sunday worship. Sheryl 
was not encouraged to attempt this, as different beats have 
varied meanings. It’s best to leave it to the professionals, 
the pastor’s family.

Grateful girls receive Days for 
Girls kits after special girl talk 
on respecting and caring for 
their bodies.

All photographs in this article are 
courtesy of Sheryl Hnizda and  
Larry Schroeder.

By Sheryl Hnizda
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HEAL
By Stephanie Spence, RN, BSN

In 2014 a new ACT (Agape Community Transformation) Uganda team was formed 
called HEAL (Health is Elemental to All Life). The purpose of the team was to 

provide a plan and pathway toward improved individual health and living conditions 
in Muko Sub-County, Uganda. A successful health promotion in Chile was the basis 
for the HEAL program. The plan was to have ACT in Uganda recruit village health 
promotion facilitators and train them in facilitation skills. Dialogue would then be 
conducted with fellow villagers and provide ongoing support, encouragement, and 
resources for what the villagers had determined were a health necessity. Healthcare 
needs could include malaria, alcoholism, mental illness, spousal or child abuse, or 
teen pregnancy. These areas of health need had been mentioned in previous 
mission trips to the area.

This past September, a member of the U.S. HEAL team, Lisa Corso, RN, was 
able to travel to Uganda to assist with training for the health promotion program. 
The U.S. HEAL team had hired Rauben Turyaheebwa as the Act Uganda Muko 
HEAL Manager this past summer. Six village health promotion workers had been 
identified to receive training in the Chilean program. On September 14, the 
combined U.S. and ACT Muko HEAL team provided training for the six villagers.

The next day a practice dialogue was held and facilitated by Rauben. The six 
health promotion workers and about 20 adults and 14 children from the village 
participated. Small groups were formed and many of the women spoke up in this 
setting. A few needs were identified and the practice session allowed the workers 
to refine their communication skills. The following day, the trained health promotion 
workers facilitated the dialogue themselves with even more people in attendance. 
Clean water and agriculture were listed as priorities and action plans were made.

After the U.S. team returned, there were three more dialogues with other villages 
in September. The local health promotion facilitators were able to encourage 
more specific dialogue focusing on health problems in individual villages. More 
definite topics for action included poor hygiene, water and food shortages, 
and lack of knowledge for general nutrition. Actions plans have been made and 
these issues are beginning to be addressed through other ACT Uganda teams.
 
It is exciting to have been working on the U.S. HEAL team, collaborating with other 
local healthcare professionals as MPC’s Faith Community Nurse. It is equally 
rewarding seeing accomplishments and the initial stages for better health and 
hygiene across the globe in Uganda.

Head on over to Coffee Chaos  any time 
between 8:00 and 9:00 a.m. on the 2nd 
and 4th Wednesdays of the month 
for fellowship and a free coffee with 

the pastor(s).

On the back porch of the center, I watched the deceptively simple process of bead 
making, which includes cutting, rolling, gluing, drying, coating, drying, and stringing. 
The ladies who produce stunningly woven baskets take great pride in their work and 
bring their artistry to the center every month for inspection and payment. Alexander 
Gumoshabe leads the MEP hand crafts ladies and was so much fun to work with. All 
items are shipped back to Michigan for sale at the Uniquely Uganda shop in Midland 
and local arts and crafts shows, and proceeds return to ACT Uganda programs.

I helped to interview 130 ACT Uganda orphans over three days. They speak Rukiga 
first and English second. We had basic questions for them about their health, families, 
school subjects, activities, and friends. Most of the children have a best friend 
who is a fellow ACT orphan. As their school level went up, their English-speaking 
skills improved. While the younger children tended to be shy, I enjoyed wonderful 
conversations with high schoolers about their hopes and dreams.

My main translator was a schoolteacher named Sadath Musasizi who was on break 
at the time and volunteers with ACT Uganda as much as he can. When Sadath was 
a boy, he was helped by a mission group that had come through his village. He says 
he gives now because so much was given to him then. We might call that “paying it 
forward.” Ugandans are so generous with anything they can offer.

One day, the children received a bottle of pop and a viewing of Monsters, Inc. On 
another day, I led an energetic group of children in games like Duck Duck Goose, 
Untangle, Simon Says, and relay races. Then they showed me the games and 
dances they like to play during recess.

As part of this interview process, we also photographed each child, took height 
and shoe measurements, and talked to their guardians. Each child received a 
handmade fleece blanket, personalized with their name. They were so proud to 
receive something special, colorful, and comforting.

I was thrilled to meet Eudence, the 11-year-old ACT Uganda orphan who is 
sponsored by our MPC children. We have our own 52 Club in which each child 
brings one dollar a week to actively contribute to Eudence’s education, clothing, 
food, and supplies. Regular updates on Eudence can be found on the bulletin 
board in Room 116 at MPC.

After the death of both parents, a child is generously taken in by extended family, and 
this was true for Eudence as well. After her mother died in childbirth of a brother and 
her father died from malaria, Eudence went to live with her grandmother. ACT orphans 
like Eudence attend a boarding school and visit their extended families over the breaks. 
While orphans have family to love them, this also creates a financial struggle on the 
family. In the end, sponsorship of an ACT Uganda orphan helps the whole society.

Just as I was settling in and feeling comfortable, it was time to leave. When one 
of the village children named Judyth said goodbye to me, she added, “See you 
tomorrow, Sheryl.” That’s when my tears came and I had to say final farewells. As I 
told Judyth, the ACT staff, and the sewing ladies, “Twubakunda!” We have loved you.

God has been very generous to me. It’s a generosity that I have done nothing to 
deserve, so I try to honor God by taking care of my family, being a good friend, 
working hard, and helping others. My global view has been expanded and I have 
altered my American lifestyle.

Seeing Ugandan people living happily and simply has 
inspired me to declutter my home. After donating a literal 
ton of stuff, I felt amazing from the lightness of letting go. 
And my family has agreed that instead of buying more 
things, we’d rather have more experiences together.

My experience in Uganda was life-altering, and I was 
able to go due to the generosity of Presbyterian Women; 
Pastor Tom Schacher, Pastor Wally Mayton, and 
Memorial Presbyterian Church; Growing Children in 
Faith; and Reaching out Regionally and Globally. And 
I’m grateful to my daughters and husband, Patrick, 
for all of their love and support. Webare! Thank you!  
I am forever grateful.

Many insights are still being revealed to me even though 
my trip ended months ago. This journey was extremely 
important for my personal education and faith expansion. 
I hope I serve as an active part of what MPC stands for 
so that I may share God’s word and my abilities with 
others, grow as a person and as a Christian, and live 
out my active faith. I needed the people of Muko more 
than the people of Muko needed me.

The language barrier brought Sheryl’s miming skills to the 
forefront. Here she helps boys from the ACT program and 
Muko village with Untangle.

Sadath and Eudence enjoy Sheryl’s iPhone snapshots 
of life in Michigan. They were particularly delighted by a 
video of the Movin’ Up Club kids tubing at Snow Snake in 
February 2016.

Days for Girls  
helps girls to go to school  
and women to go to  
work in over 100 countries, 
through providing sustainable 
feminine hygiene solutions  
and health education. 
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Join MPC’s Presbyterian Women for a day of sewing. 
February 11, 2017, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

For more information contact Ann Rothman.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMAN
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Tommy runs into the sanctuary after church looking for Herbert the resident 
talking Presbyterian organ mouse. “Hey Herbert, where are you?” he calls. 

“Whoa, slow down Tommy, I am right down here by the steps,” answers Herbert. 
“What are you so excited about?” 

“I heard that our church is going to be 150 years old and there will be a big birthday 
party! It is so awesome; I did not think that this church was that old! Do you know 
anything about it? Were you there at the beginning? Will there be cake?”

“Yes, no, and yes!” laughed Herbert. “It is a real exciting time in the life of the 
church, so sit back and I’ll tell you about it. I’ve had to look into some of the 
church records and Mrs. Yates’ book, The First One Hundred Years, and what I 
found was really interesting. Back in the day, in 1867, Midland was very different. 
It was called Midland City and there were no roads or railway going there. In 
fact the only way was either by river or footpath. There was a steamer called the 
Belle Seymour that traveled from Saginaw to the Benson St. dock in Midland 
City. It was quite a trip on the boat. Its scheduled departure was 7:00 a.m. and 
would arrive at Midland City around midnight. In 1867 it was a frontier town filled 
with lumberjacks as there were a lot of trees. Logs were floated downstream 
and sometimes it clogged the river so much that boats could not pass and the 
lumberjacks had to work at breaking up log jams. The railroad did not reach 
Midland City until December 1, 1867.”

MPC CHRISTMAS 
EVE PAGEANT 
By Katie Brinklow 

Another wonderful celebration of the story of Christmas 
has come and gone with the Children’s Unrehearsed 
Christmas Eve Pageant. Every year, the story of Jesus’ 
birth is acted out by the youth who lead the little children 
along in the story. Mary was played by Lindsey Smith 
and Joseph was played by Matt Jones, who subbed in 
for his brother Will, who was sick. Ale Brenes played 
the innkeeper, who only had a stable to offer the family. 
The “multitude of heavenly hosts” included Megan 
Ohare, Maddie Jones, Ashley Smith, Abigail Hnizda, 
Elinor Hnizda, and Allie Miller. Lindsey Thompson, 
Sydney Thompson, and Anthony Brenes played the 
wise-persons bearing gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
The shepherds who were guarding their flock by night 
included Andrew Brenes, Tanner Squires, and Tyler 
Squires. Last but not least, the ever-popular camel was 
brought to life by Mitch and Mark Atkins.

TOMMY LEARNS ABOUT THE CHURCH’S BIRTHDAY 
By Mike Hoy

“Do you mean that Midland was like the Wild West?” 
asked Tommy. 

“Well, no,” said Herbert, “it was a different kind of 
frontier because Michigan was mostly forest at that 
time. That is why there were so many lumberjacks 
and plenty of wood for building a town and our first 
church. Our existing church, that you know, was 
not built yet. There were actually two other church 
buildings before this one. The First Presbyterian 
Church of Midland City was formed on September 
4, 1867, by four women and one man and later in 
December, four additional women were added to 
complete the charter membership. The first church 
was built at the corner of Larkin and Townsend 
streets and was dedicated on December 16, 1868. 
It had a steeple with one bell that was rung for call 
to worship and to notify if there was a death in the 
community. In 1876 there was the ‘Big Fire’ on May 
13 when a large area of Main St., including the 
church burned down and the bell melted in the fire. 
The pulpit Bible, church records, and the organ were 
rescued and the bell rung for one last time before the 
church caught on fire.”

Tommy stopped Herbert in his story telling to ask, 
“How did the fire start?”

“A passing train’s sparks set on fire straw in nearby 
pig sties and it spread very quickly,” explained 
Herbert. “It was a difficult time for the church and it 
took more than six years before a new church was 
built of brick on the site of the original church and 
dedicated on September 10, 1882. Some of the 
melted metal from the first bell was used to make 
a bell for the new church and in addition to calling 
people to worship the bell was used as the fire alarm 
for the town.”

“When was this church built? What happened to the 
last one? Where is the bell?” asked Tommy. 

“I think that is a story for another time,” said Herbert. 

“OK! And Happy 150th Birthday to Memorial 
Presbyterian Church!” shouted Tommy as he left, 
and Herbert disappeared into his organ pipe home.

While the youth had run through the script with Wally and me prior to the service, the 
rest of the children’s parts were indeed impromptu, which always comes with some 
wonderful surprises. Along with the traditional animals, this year’s more creative 
stable guests included a Dalmatian puppy and a lady bug. In past years, characters 
like Darth Vader and Spider Man came to see baby Jesus as well. Pastor Wally’s 
granddaughter, Callie, stole the congregation’s hearts as a little pink piglet who 
toddled right up to the manger and leaned in to see the (plastic doll) baby Jesus. 
The big fluffy camel was a particular splendor for one little angel who came up again 
toward the end to pet the camel while singing carols.

After all the joy the children bring to the Christmas story, the traditional 
candlelight singing of “Silent Night” brought peace and warmth to our souls as 
Jayme Woods walked down the center aisle dressed as Mary carrying her six- 
month-old son, Casen, as a living representation of the holy mother and child. 
This was a new piece of our Christmas service that was very well received by the 
congregation, many of whom said it was “beautiful” and “moving.” 

Following the service, families and friends gathered around for cookies and hot 
chocolate in the Allen Street Lobby and outside the Greenhoe Library. Everyone 
seemed joyful with hearts prepared for Christmas on their way back home to 
celebrate with their families and loved ones, keeping that spirit of peace and 
hope alive until next Christmas.

Photo Credits: Nick King, MDN Photographer

Herbert’s Coloring Corner
Share photos of your finished artwork 
on the MPC City for all to enjoy.



14Illumination I mempres.org

MPC

PEOPLE GET CONNECTED
We all have that friend that makes every new person they 
meet feel welcome. The MPC City makes it even easier 
for them to do just that! As new people come in, people 
(like you and your friend) make them feel welcome. They 
become part of MPC and our community grows stronger. 

EVERYONE INTERACTS MORE
Life is busy and it gets hard to stay in touch with everyone 
we would like to. The MPC City gives you a platform to 
communicate with workgroup and ministry partners 24/7, 
365 days a year, anytime and anywhere, allowing you to 
respond to needs, prayers requests, event invitations, and 
even encourage others. It’s part of our strategy for being a 
church on the move, serving a God on the move.

MINISTRY GETS MOVING
God moves. And God moves us! There’s power in that 
process. Our workgroup involvement gives each of us the 
opportunity to move in His power to serve our church, our 
community, and ultimately, our world. The MPC City will 
help us make it happen.

SIGN UP TODAY 
1. Visit https://mempres.onthecity.org/kiosk.
2. Enter your name and email.
3. Click Invite Me. 
4. You will recieve an email confirming your membership. 
If you run into any issues, feel free to contact your MPC 
staff resource or Katie Horning at katieh@mempres.org.

Don’t forget to download the MPC City app available 
for Apple and Android devices!

Adrienne and her family landed in Michigan nearly  
19 years ago after she was invited and successfully 

interviewed for the new position at Central Michigan 
University’s School of Music. She was hired in 
the summer of 1997 to teach applied piano, piano 
pedagogy, and class piano. In addition, the position 
also included planning, creating, and directing the 
Community Music School and the Piano Preparatory 
Program, of which she initiated in the spring of 1998. 
When her husband, Scott, and one-year-old son, 
Cameron, arrived in Michigan, they spent their first year 
living in Mount Pleasant. When Scott applied for the 
position of Director of Music at the First Baptist Church 
of Midland, it then became apparent that one of the 
family would be driving, thus, they packed off to Midland 
to be closer to Scott’s job location, and have become 
permanent residents here ever since—and love it!

Adrienne’s first organ position was at the First Baptist 
Church of Midland, prior to that, she had played casually 
throughout high school for her church, and throughout 
her college years for various denominations. With the 
advent of this new position, Adrienne decided that now 
was the time to enroll in organ lessons and really learn 
how to play! She has been taking lessons with her 
fellow colleague and friend, Dr. Steven Egler, who is 
also on the faculty at CMU. 

But you may not know that Adrienne is really a pianist 
first! A native of Washington State, she studied at 
Western Washington University for two years, then 
packed a few bags and flew to the University of Kansas 
where she completed her bachelors and masters 
degrees in piano performance. She continued her 
education at the University of Oklahoma – one of 
the premier institutions in the country to offer a dual 
degree – earning her a doctorate in piano performance 
and pedagogy. She taught at Hastings College, 
Hastings, Nebraska, prior to coming to Michigan.

Adrienne thoroughly enjoys playing for the congregation 
and community at Memorial Presbyterian Church. She 
is dedicated to serving the congregation and its musical 
needs, and strives to balance several hours of piano 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT: 

and organ practice daily. While you might just see Adrienne 
on the bench every Sunday, you may not be aware that she 
maintains quite an active schedule. Her work at CMU includes 
teaching applied piano lessons, teaching several sections of class 
piano, teaching and coaching chamber and/or duet ensembles, 
teaching directed studies in pedagogy, and mentoring her pedagogy 
students for various projects and/or presentations. Adrienne is pleased 
that her pedagogy students have been selected to present papers 
and poster presentations at state and nationals levels. In addition, her 
students that have graduated with an emphasis in pedagogy have gone 
on to enter doctoral programs and have also been successful as teaching 
professionals. And most important: SHE LOVES HER STUDENTS AND 
WHAT SHE IS DOING!

Adrienne’s professional work keeps her busy as well. She is certified through 
the Music Teachers National Association at the state and national levels. 
She has served MTNA (national level) in many capacities: most notably the 
Local Associations Awards Chair, the MTNA Senior Performance Competitions 
Chair, and has served on other select committees. She has also served on the 
Historical Research Committee for the World Piano Pedagogy Conference. She has 
been active in the Michigan Music Teachers Association as President, Past President, 
Vice President, Teacher Education Chair, Commissioned Composer Chair, the state 
MTNA Collegiate Brass/Woodwind/String/Chamber Competitions Chair, and now is 
serving as the 2016-18 President, Collegiate Chapters Chair, and is on the Certification 
Committee for the state of Michigan. At the national level, she is the East Central Division 
Certification Commissioner. She received the nomination for Teacher of the Year for the 
MTNA national level (2013); received the Teacher of the Year Award from the Michigan 
Music Teachers Association (2013); and received the Touchstone Award (2014) through 
the Michigan Music Teachers Association and the Michigan Youth Arts Council.
 
Most recently her various presentations have taken her to many states throughout 
the country, but notably her presentations through and for the International Society 
for Music Education afforded her a presentation and trip to Brazil and Scotland, 
and her presentation for the Canadian Music Teachers Association constituted a 
trip to Vancouver B.C. She gives workshops around the state and region, and has 
presented at MTNA National Conferences.

Adrienne loves to research and find pieces for budding pianists, thus her articles for 
the Clavier/Companion called “Pupil Savers” appear regularly every year. She has 
also written articles for Clavier Magazine and American Music Teacher Magazine, 
and is an invited reviewer for American Music Teacher Magazine.

Adrienne’s love of piano music for one hand has led her to write articles on the 
subject, present at conferences, and also to commission works for her as well. While 

she maintains two good hands, she also enjoys playing piano music for the left 
hand alone – a lot! 

In her spare time, she loves to practice the piano and more organ, garden, 
cook, read, exercise, and enjoys walking 18 holes with Cameron, who is 
a competitive golfer. It would be remiss not to say that she is also an avid 
collector of bears. Her home and her office at CMU sport quite a collection, 
which is supported, in part, by her students (they love to give her MORE 
bears!). One can BEAR-ly stand it!

All puns aside, Adrienne is devoted to making quality music, and more 
important, in her position of organist at Memorial Presbyterian Church, she 
is dedicated to serving the music ministry of the church and the people—she 
enjoys making music to serve all people who come to worship!

Adrienne Wiley, Organist
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